TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT
Curriculum Committee
of the
Trumbull Board of Education
Special Meeting
Trumbull High School Main Office Conference Room
Friday, October 19, 2018 – 10:30 am
AGENDA
I.

Call to Order/Introduction

II.

Public Comment

III.

Approval/Minutes – Special Meeting 9/21/2018

IV.

New Business
a. Advanced Placement Biology Curriculum Guide
b. Honors Mythology Curriculum Guide
c. Advanced Placement / Early College Experience European History Curriculum
Guide
d. Report, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessments

TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT
Curriculum Committee
of the
Trumbull Board of Education
Special Meeting
Trumbull High School Athletic Conference Room
Friday, September 21, 2018 – 8:15 a.m.
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order/Introduction – The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petitti at 8:20 a.m.

Members present
M. Petitti, chair
L. Timpanelli
M. Ward
J. Budd, Ph.D., ex officio
Other
T. Edwards, Science Department Chair, Trumbull High School
W. Heher, science teacher, Trumbull High School
A. Marzialo, English Department Chair, Trumbull High School
H. Spalla, English teacher, Trumbull High School
T. Manuel, C-House Principal, Trumbull High School
S. Lavorgna-Lye, World Languages Department Chair, Trumbull High School
P. Sevilla, Spanish teacher, Trumbull High School
M. Colón, Italian teacher, Trumbull High School
E. Balter, English Language Arts Team Leader, Madison Middle School
L. Ryan, English Language Arts Team Leader, Hillcrest Middle School
II.

Public Comment – There was no Public Comment.

III.

Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 8/23/2018 – Mr. Ward moved to approve the
minutes as presented. Ms. Timpanelli seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
agreed to with Ms. Petitti abstaining.

IV.

New Business
a. New Course Text Proposal: American Catch: The Fight for Our Local Seafood
(Core: Advanced Placement Environmental Science)
Dr. Budd noted that Mr. Heher was a new teacher to Trumbull with impressive
experience and expertise. Mr. Heher discussed his academic and personal

background, and the importance of American Catch in profiling key
environmental issues. Mr. Edwards confirmed the value of bringing
environmental science to life for students in Advanced Placement Environmental
Science. Mr. Ward supported the interesting discussion of policy implications in
the text. Ms. Timpanelli moved to bring the new course text proposal to the Board
of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for September 25, 2018, and
Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
b. New Course Text Proposal: Never Let Me Go (Supplemental: English 9)
Dr. Budd noted that Ms. Marzialo was the new English Department Chair, hired
in a rigorous process and noteworthy because of her teaching and leadership
experience. Ms. Marzialo introduced herself, and discussed the narrative
perspective of Never Let Me Go and its connection to key curricular elements of
English 9. By unanimous consent, additional discussion of the text was tabled
until a later meeting of the Curriculum Committee.
c. New Course Text Proposal: The Perks of Being a Wallflower (Supplemental:
English 10)
Ms. Spalla described the value of this proposed supplemental text for English 10,
including its contemporary, teen voice. Mr. Ward moved to bring the new course
text proposal to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for
September 25, 2018, and Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was unanimously
agreed to.
d. Spanish Conversation & Culture III Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd introduced Ms. Lavorgna-Lye, who overviewed the development of
Spanish C&C III over time. Mr. Sevilla discussed the successive language skills
learned by the students, and Ms. Timpanelli praised the rigor of the course. Mr.
Ward moved to bring the curriculum guide to the Board of Education for approval
at its meeting scheduled for September 25, 2018, and Ms. Timpanelli seconded.
The motion was unanimously agreed to.
e. Advanced Placement Italian Language & Culture Curriculum Guide
Ms. Lavorgna-Lye commended Ms. Colón for her interest and enthusiasm in
developing Advanced Placement Italian. Ms. Colón then discussed the thematic
approach to the course and the inclusion of authentic Italian. Mr. Ward praised the
advanced world language offerings at Trumbull High School. Mr. Ward moved to
bring the curriculum guide to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting
scheduled for September 25, 2018, and Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was
unanimously agreed to.
f. Grade 6 Integrated Literacy Curriculum Guide
g. Grade 7 Integrated Literacy Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd began by noting the significant investment of time, expertise, and
experience by Ms. Balter and Ms. Ryan in leading their departments to significant
curricular change over the past three years, including in this and the next

curriculum guide to be presented. Ms. Ryan presented the balanced literacy
approach of Grade 6 Integrated Literacy, as well as assured assessments of the
course. Ms. Balter presented the Grade 7 integration, including the theme of
perspective. Mr. Ward praised the integration of reading and writing in the
curriculum. Mr. Ward moved to bring the curriculum guides to the Board of
Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for September 25, 2018, and Ms.
Petitti seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
h. Report, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessments
Dr. Budd noted the significant effort of teachers and teacher-leaders in developing
various curriculum projects.
Mr. Ward moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:09 a.m.; Ms. Timpanelli seconded. The motion
was unanimously agreed to.
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CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS
The Trumbull School Community engages in an environment conducive to learning which
believes that all students will read and write effectively, therefore communicating in an
articulate and coherent manner. All students will participate in activities that present problemsolving through critical thinking. Students will use technology as a tool applying it to decision
making. We believe that by fostering self-confidence, self-directed and student-centered
activities, we will promote independent thinkers and learners. We believe ethical conduct to
be paramount in sustaining the welcoming school climate that we presently enjoy.
Approved 8/26/2011

INTRODUCTION & PHILOSOPHY
Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college-level introductory
biology course. As such, the course includes those topics covered in a course for biology majors.
The units of study include ecology, chemistry of life, cell biology, molecular and applied
genetics, evolution, plant biology, and animal biology. AP Biology differs from the typical high
school biology course with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics
covered, the rigor involved, the kind of laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort
required of students. AP Biology aims to provide students with the conceptual framework,
factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing
science of biology. The intent of the course is to expose students to higher-level biological
principles, concepts, and skills and allow them the opportunity to apply their knowledge to reallife applications. Students are also expected to learn not through memorization of facts, but
through content and concept application via the AP Biology science practices. Core concepts and
their application via the science practices are the basis of the curriculum. The concepts are
organized around biological principles that permeate the entire course and focus on the following
topics:
1. The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.
2. Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to
reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis.
3. Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life
processes.
4. Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex
properties.
Advanced Placement Biology involves the process of testing ideas against observations in
measurable and analytical ways. Students will be expected to employ the scientific method when
investigating biological situations or problems and to use collected data to draw valid and
appropriate conclusions.
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COURSE GOALS
The course goals derive from the 2015 College Board Science Practices for AP Biology.
Science Practice 1: The student can use representations and models to communicate scientific
phenomena and solve scientific problems.
1.1

The student can create representations and models of natural or man-made
phenomena and systems in the domain.

1.2

The student can describe representations and models of natural or man-made
phenomena and systems in the domain.

1.3

The student can refine representations and models of natural or man-made
phenomena and systems in the domain.

1.4

The student can use representations and models to analyze situations or solve
problems qualitatively and quantitatively.

1.5

The student can reexpress key elements of natural phenomena across multiple
representations in the domain.

Science Practice 2: The student can use mathematics appropriately.
2.1

The student can justify the selection of a mathematical routine to solve problems.

2.2

The student can apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe natural
phenomena.

2.3

The student can estimate numerically quantities that describe natural phenomena.

Science Practice 3: The student can engage in scientific questioning to extend thinking or to
guide investigations within the context of the AP course.
3.1

The student can pose scientific questions.

3.2

The student can refine scientific questions.

3.3

The student can evaluate scientific questions.

Science Practice 4: The student can plan and implement data collection strategies appropriate to
a particular scientific question.
4.1

The student can justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer a
particular scientific question.
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4.2

The student can design a plan for collecting data to answer a particular scientific
question.

4.3

The student can collect data to answer a particular scientific question.

4.4

The student can evaluate sources of data to answer a particular scientific question.

Science Practice 5: The student can perform data analysis and evaluation of evidence.
5.1

The student can analyze data to identify patterns or relationships.

5.2

The student can refine observations and measurements based on data analysis.

5.3

The student can evaluate the evidence provided by data sets in relation to a
particular scientific question.

Science Practice 6: The student can work with scientific explanations and theories.
6.1

The student can justify claims with evidence.

6.2

The student can construct explanations of phenomena based on evidence
produced through scientific practices.

6.3

The student can articulate the reasons that scientific explanations and theories are
refined or replaced.

6.4

The student can make claims and predictions about natural phenomena based on
scientific theories and models.

6.5

The student can evaluate alternative scientific explanations.

Science Practice 7: The student is able to connect and relate knowledge across various scales,
concepts, and representations in and across domains.
7.1

The student can connect phenomena and models across spatial and temporal
scales.

7.2

The student can connect concepts in and across domain(s) to generalize or
extrapolate in and/or across enduring understandings and/or big ideas.

COURSE ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that . . .
 Change in the genetic makeup of a population over time is evolution.
 Organisms are linked by lines of descent from common ancestry.
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Life continues to evolve within a changing environment.
Origin of living systems is explained by natural selection.
Growth, reproduction, and maintenance of the organization of living systems require free
energy and matter.
Growth, reproduction, and dynamic homeostasis require that cells create and maintain
internal environments that are different from their external environments.
Organisms use feedback mechanisms to regulate growth and reproduction, and to
maintain dynamic homeostasis.
Growth and dynamic homeostasis of a biological system are influenced by changes in the
system’s environment.
Many biological processes involved in growth, reproduction, and dynamic homeostasis
include temporal regulation and coordination.
Heritable information provides for continuity of life.
Expression of genetic information involves cellular and molecular mechanisms.
The processing of genetic information is imperfect and is a source of genetic variation.
Cells communicate by generating, transmitting, and receiving chemical signals.
Transmission of information results in changes within and between biological systems.
Interactions within biological systems lead to complex properties.
Competition and cooperation are important aspects of biological systems.
Naturally occurring diversity between and among components within biological systems
affects interactions with the environment.

COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS














What role does evolution play in the organization of living things?
What evidence supports our current models of the origin of life?
How does the process of evolution drive diversity and the unity of life?
How does life evolve in changing environments?
How is the cell the basic unit of life?
How do materials enter and leave the cell?
What role does the cell membrane play in cellular homeostasis?
What are the relationships between structure and function of cell organelles?
How are the characteristics of life manifested by the cell?
How is free energy used in biological systems to facilitate growth, reproduction, and
homeostasis sustainability?
How is energy stored in biological systems?
How are external signals converted into cellular responses?
How are traits passed from one generation to the next?
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How do eukaryotic cells store, retrieve, and transmit genetic information?
How does genotype affect phenotype?
How are genotype and human disorder related?
How does gene expression control the cell and determine its metabolism?
What are the current trends in genetic engineering techniques that guide manipulation of
genetic information?
What social and ethical issues are raised by advances in genetic engineering?
How do interactions between and within populations influence patterns of species
distribution and abundance?
How do living things use energy and matter to survive in an ecosystem?
How do humans impact the biodiversity of ecosystems?
What role does the environment play in sustaining homeostasis in biological systems?

COURSE KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS
Students will understand . . .
















natural selection as a major mechanism of evolution.
natural selection that acts on phenotypic variations in populations.
evolutionary change as also driven by random processes.
biological evolution as supported by scientific evidence from many disciplines, including
mathematics.
organisms sharing many conserved core processes and features that evolved and are
widely distributed among organism today.
phylogenetic trees and cladograms that are graphical representations (models) of
evolutionary history and can be tested.
speciation and extinction that have occurred throughout the Earth’s history.
speciation that may occur when two populations become reproductively isolated from
each other.
populations of organisms that continue to evolve.
several hypotheses about the natural origin of life on Earth, each with supporting
scientific evidence.
scientific evidence from many different disciplines supporting models of the origin of
life.
all living systems requiring constant input of free energy.
organisms capturing and storing free energy for use in biological processes.
organisms required to exchange matter with the environment to grow, reproduce, and
maintain organization.
cell membranes selectively permeable due to their structure.
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growth and dynamic homeostasis maintained by the constant movement of molecules
across membranes.
eukaryotic cells maintaining internal membranes that partition the cells into specialized
regions.
organisms using feedback mechanisms to maintain their internal environments and
respond to external environmental changes.
organisms responding to changes in their external environments.
all biological systems from cells and organisms to populations, communities and
ecosystems being affected by complex biotic and abiotic interactions involving exchange
of matter and free energy.
homeostatic mechanisms reflecting both common ancestry and divergence due to
adaptation in different environments.
biological systems being affected by disruptions to their dynamic homeostasis.
plants and animals having a variety of chemical defenses against infections that affect
dynamic homeostasis.
timing and coordination of specific events necessary for the normal development of an
organism, and these events being regulated by multiple mechanisms.
timing and coordination of physiological events being regulated by multiple mechanisms.
timing and coordination of behavior being regulated by various mechanisms and
important in natural selection.
DNA, and in some cases RNA, as the primary source of heritable information.
heritable information, in eukaryotes, as passed to the next generation via processes that
include the cell cycle and mitosis or meiosis plus fertilization.
the chromosomal basis of inheritance providing an understanding of the pattern of
passage (transmission) of genes from parent to offspring.
the inheritance pattern of many traits not being simple Mendelian genetics.
gene regulation resulting in differential gene expression, leading to cell specialization.
a variety of intercellular and intracellular signal transmissions mediating gene expression.
changes in genotype potentially resulting in changes in phenotype.
biological systems having multiple processes that increase genetic variation.
viral replication resulting in genetic variation, and viral infection potentally introducing
genetic variation to the hosts.
cell communication processes sharing common features that reflect a shared evolutionary
history.
cells communicating with each other through direct contact with other cells or from
distance via chemical signaling.
signal transduction pathways linking signal reception with cellular response.
changes in signal transduction pathways potentially altering cellular response.
individuals potentially acting on information and communicating it to others.
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animals having nervous systems that detect external and internal signals, transmit and
integrate information, and produce responses.
the subcomponents of biological molecules and their sequence determining the properties
of those molecules.
the structure and function of subcellular components, and their interactions, providing
essential cellular processes.
interactions between external stimuli and regulated gene expression resulting in
specialization of cells, tissues, and organs.
organisms exhibiting complex properties due to interactions between their constituent
parts.
communities as composed of populations of organisms that interact in complex ways.
interactions among living systems and with their environment resulting in the movement
of matter and energy.
interactions between molecules affecting their structure and function.
cooperative interactions within organisms promoting efficiency in the use of energy and
matter.
interactions between and within populations influencing patterns of species distribution
and abundance.
distribution of local and global ecosystems changing over time.
variation in molecular units providing cells with a wider range of functions.
environmental factors influencing the expression of the genotype in an organism.
the level of variation in a population affecting population dynamics.
the diversity of species within an ecosystem potentially influencing the stability of the
ecosystem.

Students will be able to . . .









create representations and models of natural or man-made phenomena and systems in the
domain.
describe representations and models of natural or manmade phenomena and systems in
the domain.
refine representations and models of natural or man-made phenomena and systems in the
domain.
use representations and models to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively and
quantitatively.
reexpress key elements of natural phenomena across multiple representations in the
domain.
justify the selection of a mathematical routine to solve problems.
apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe natural phenomena.
estimate numerically quantities that describe natural phenomena.
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pose scientific questions.
refine scientific questions.
evaluate scientific questions.
justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer a particular scientific question.
design a plan for collecting data to answer a particular scientific question.
collect data to answer a particular scientific question.
evaluate sources of data to answer a particular scientific question.
analyze data to identify patterns or relationships.
refine observations and measurements based on data analysis.
evaluate the evidence provided by data sets in relation to a particular scientific question.
justify claims with evidence.
construct explanations of phenomena based on evidence produced through scientific
practices.
articulate the reasons that scientific explanations and theories are refined or replaced.
make claims and predictions about natural phenomena based on scientific theories and
models.
evaluate alternative scientific explanations.
connect phenomena and models across spatial and temporal scales.
connect concepts in and across domain(s) to generalize or extrapolate in and/or across
enduring understandings and/or big ideas.
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COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Name
Advanced Placement Biology
Level
Advanced Placement
Prerequisites
Grade of B+ or higher in Honors Integrated Physical Science with teacher
recommendation, or Completion of Advanced College-Preparatory Biology or Honors
Biology with teacher recommendation and Department Chair permission
Materials Required
None
General Description of the Course
This is a college-level introductory biology course taught as a complete survey of all
major biological theories. Development of laboratory skills along with independent
research skills is an integral part of the program. This may not be taken as a pass-fail
course. Summer work packets will be assigned during the summer prior to the course.
Assured Assessments
Formative Assessments:
 Creation of food web (Unit 1)
 Chi-squared analysis (Unit 2)
 Bacterial transformation investigation (Unit 3)
 Hardy-Weinberg investigation (Unit 4)
 Transpiration investigation (Unit 5)
 Fruit fly animal behavior investigation (Unit 6)
 Independent research and presentation (Unit 7)
Summative Assessments:
 End-of-unit test with multiple-choice questions, mathematical grid-in questions,
short-response question, and essay question (Units 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)
 Examination based on all independent research presentations (Unit 7)
Core Text
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
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UNIT 1
Ecology
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
Scope of Ecology
LO 2.22
Refine scientific models and questions about the effect of complex biotic and
(SP 1.3, 3.2) abiotic interactions on all biological systems, from cells and organisms to
populations, communities and ecosystems.
LO 2.23
Design a plan for collecting data to show that all biological systems (cells,
(SP 4.2, 7.2) organisms, populations, communities and ecosystems) are affected by complex
biotic and abiotic interactions.
LO 2.24
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify possible patterns and relationships between a biotic or
abiotic factor and a biological system (cells, organisms, populations, communities
or ecosystems).

LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

Population Ecology
LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.

LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.
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LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.19
(SP 5.2)

Use data analysis to refine observations and measurements regarding the effect of
population interactions on patterns of species distribution and abundance.

LO 4.25
(SP 6.1)

Use evidence to justify a claim that a variety of phenotypic responses to a single
environmental factor can result from different genotypes within the population.

LO 4.26
(SP 6.4)

Use theories and models to make scientific claims and/or predictions about the
effects of variation within populations on survival and fitness.

Community Ecology
LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.

LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.

LO 3.29
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how viruses introduce genetic variation in host
organisms.
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LO 3.30
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and appropriate models to describe how viral replication
introduces genetic variation in the viral population.

LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 4.11
Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
(SP 1.4, 4.1) about the interaction of populations within communities.
LO 4.12
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe communities composed of
populations of organisms that interact in complex ways.

LO 4.13
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in the community’s populations on the community.

LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.19
(SP 5.2)

Use data analysis to refine observations and measurements regarding the effect of
population interactions on patterns of species distribution and abundance.

LO 4.20
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the distribution of ecosystems changes over time by identifying
large-scale events that have resulted in these changes in the past.

LO 4.21
(SP 6.4)

Predict consequences of human actions on both local and global ecosystems.

Ecosystems
LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.
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LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 4.11
Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
(SP 1.4, 4.1) about the interaction of populations within communities.
LO 4.12
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe communities composed of
populations of organisms that interact in complex ways.

LO 4.13
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in the community’s populations on the community.

LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

LO 4.19
(SP 5.2)

Use data analysis to refine observations and measurements regarding the effect of
population interactions on patterns of species distribution and abundance.

LO 4.20
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the distribution of ecosystems changes over time by identifying
large-scale events that have resulted in these changes in the past.

LO 4.21
(SP 6.4)

Predict consequences of human actions on both local and global ecosystems.

LO 4.27
(SP 6.4)

Make scientific claims and predictions about how species diversity within an
ecosystem influences ecosystem stability.
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Global Ecology and Conservation/Restoration
LO 4.11
Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
(SP 1.4, 4.1) about the interaction of populations within communities.
LO 4.12
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe communities composed of
populations of organisms that interact in complex ways.

LO 4.13
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in the community’s populations on the community.

LO 4.20
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the distribution of ecosystems changes over time by identifying
large-scale events that have resulted in these changes in the past.

LO 4.21
(SP 6.4)

Predict consequences of human actions on both local and global ecosystems.

LO 4.27
(SP 6.4)

Make scientific claims and predictions about how species diversity within an
ecosystem influences ecosystem stability.

Unit Essential Questions










How would changes in one land biome impact other land biomes?
In a community, are some species interactions more common than others?
Do communities ever truly reach climax status?
What would happen to the trophic levels in a community if the producer base changed?
What advantage do migratory birds have over their counterparts who do not migrate?
What is the value of biodiversity to humans?
Is the health of an ecosystem more important than human needs?
Who is responsible for maintaining the Earth’s biodiversity?
Do population growth models apply to humans the same way they apply to other species?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Scope of ecology
Population ecology
Community ecology
Ecosystem ecology
Conservation/Restoration of biodiversity

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 Students will be provided examples of complex food webs. In groups, students will add
arrows to show the transfer of energy within the food webs. Students will then create
their own food webs, but in their labeling they must detail three to five interspecific

Advanced Placement Biology

15

interactions that occur within their webs, such as competition, predation, herbivory,
symbiosis, parasitism, mutualism, and/or commensalism. Once their food webs are
created, students will make predictions (with justification) about what might happen if a
component in the food web were to change. For example, what would be possible
consequences if a disease were to kill most of the plants at the producer level, or a nonnative species were introduced into the ecosystem? Students will be provided a rubric of
the items used to evaluate the food webs. They will have the opportunity to peer-review
one another’s work.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will be selected from ecological data, for example interpreting
logistic or exponential predictions of growth patterns in given populations. The essay
section will ask students to select one of three questions to answer:
o In what ways do communities interact within their environments that result in the
movement of matter and energy?
o In what ways do interactions between and within populations influence patterns of
species distribution and abundance of local and global ecosystems changes over time?
o How does the diversity of a species within an ecosystem influence the stability of the
ecosystem?
Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 10: Energy Dynamics.”
 “Ecosystem Footprint Case Study.”
 “Biome Project.”
Time Allotment


Approximately three weeks
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UNIT 2
Chemistry of Life and Cells
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
The Chemical Context of Life
LO 2.6
(SP 2.2)

Use calculated surface area-to-volume ratios to predict which cell(s) might
eliminate wastes or procure nutrients faster by diffusion.

LO 2.7
(SP 6.2)

Explain how cell size and shape affect the overall rate of nutrient intake and the
rate of waste elimination.

LO 2.8
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data regarding the types of molecules that an animal, plant
or bacterium will take up as necessary building blocks and excrete as waste
products.

LO 2.9
Represent graphically or model quantitatively the exchange of molecules between
(SP 1.1, 1.4) an organism and its environment, and the subsequent use of these molecules to
build new molecules that facilitate dynamic homeostasis, growth and
reproduction.
LO 4.1
(SP 7.1)

Explain the connection between the sequence and the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and its properties.

LO 4.2
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to explain how the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and their sequence determine the properties of that polymer.

LO 4.3
Use models to predict and justify that changes in the subcomponents of a
(SP 6.1, 6.4) biological polymer affect the functionality of the molecule.
LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.22
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on evidence of how variation in molecular units
provides cells with a wider range of functions.

LO 2.6
(SP 2.2)

Use calculated surface area-to-volume ratios to predict which cell(s) might
eliminate wastes or procure nutrients faster by diffusion.

LO 2.7

Explain how cell size and shape affect the overall rate of nutrient intake and the
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(SP 6.2)

rate of waste elimination.

LO 2.8
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data regarding the types of molecules that an animal, plant
or bacterium will take up as necessary building blocks and excrete as waste
products.

LO 2.9
Represent graphically or model quantitatively the exchange of molecules between
(SP 1.1, 1.4) an organism and its environment, and the subsequent use of these molecules to
build new molecules that facilitate dynamic homeostasis, growth and
reproduction.
LO 4.1
(SP 7.1)

Explain the connection between the sequence and the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and its properties.

LO 4.2
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to explain how the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and their sequence determine the properties of that polymer.

LO 4.3
Use models to predict and justify that changes in the subcomponents of a
(SP 6.1, 6.4) biological polymer affect the functionality of the molecule.
LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 1.27
(SP 1.2)

Describe a scientific hypothesis about the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.28
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions based on hypotheses about the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.29
(SP 6.3)

Describe the reasons for revisions of scientific hypotheses of the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.30
(SP 6.5)

Evaluate scientific hypotheses about the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.31
(SP 4.4)

Evaluate the accuracy and legitimacy of data to answer scientific questions about
the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 2.6
(SP 2.2)

Use calculated surface area-to-volume ratios to predict which cell(s) might
eliminate wastes or procure nutrients faster by diffusion.

LO 2.7
(SP 6.2)

Explain how cell size and shape affect the overall rate of nutrient intake and the
rate of waste elimination.
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LO 2.8
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data regarding the types of molecules that an animal, plant
or bacterium will take up as necessary building blocks and excrete as waste
products.

LO 2.9
Represent graphically or model quantitatively the exchange of molecules between
(SP 1.1, 1.4) an organism and its environment, and the subsequent use of these molecules to
build new molecules that facilitate dynamic homeostasis, growth and
reproduction.
LO 3.1
(SP 6.5)

Construct scientific explanations that use the structures and mechanisms of DNA
and RNA to support the claim that DNA and, in some cases, that RNA are the
primary sources of heritable information.

LO 3.2
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data from historical investigations that support the claim
that DNA is the source of heritable information.

LO 3.3
(SP 1.2)

Describe representations and models that illustrate how genetic information is
copied for transmission between generations.

LO 3.4
(SP 1.2)

Describe representations and models illustrating how genetic information is
translated into polypeptides.

LO 3.5
(SP 6.4)

Justify the claim that humans can manipulate heritable information by identifying
at least two commonly used technologies.

LO 3.6
(SP 6.4)

Predict how a change in a specific DNA or RNA sequence can result in changes
in gene expression.

LO 4.1
(SP 7.1)

Explain the connection between the sequence and the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and its properties.

LO 4.2
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to explain how the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and their sequence determine the properties of that polymer.

LO 4.3
Use models to predict and justify that changes in the subcomponents of a
(SP 6.1, 6.4) biological polymer affect the functionality of the molecule.
LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.22
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on evidence of how variation in molecular units
provides cells with a wider range of functions.

Cell Structure and Function
LO 1.14

Pose scientific questions that correctly identify essential properties of shared, core
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(SP 3.1)

life processes that provide insights into the history of life on Earth.

LO 1.15
(SP 7.2)

Describe specific examples of conserved core biological processes and features
shared by all domains or within one domain of life, and how these shared,
conserved core processes and features support the concept of common ancestry
for all organisms.

LO 1.16
(SP 7.3)

Justify the scientific claim that organisms share many conserved core processes
and features that evolved.

LO 2.13
(SP 6.2)

Explain how internal membranes and organelles contribute to cell functions.

LO 2.14
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to describe differences in prokaryotic and
eukaryotic cells.

LO 2.22
Refine scientific models and questions about the effect of complex biotic and
(SP 1.3, 3.2) abiotic interactions on all biological systems, from cells and organisms to
populations, communities and ecosystems.
LO 2.23
Design a plan for collecting data to show that all biological systems (cells,
(SP 4.2, 7.2) organisms, populations, communities and ecosystems) are affected by complex
biotic and abiotic interactions.
LO 2.24
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify possible patterns and relationships between a biotic or
abiotic factor and a biological system (cells, organisms, populations, communities
or ecosystems).

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 6.3)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.
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LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

Membrane Structure and Function
LO 2.6
(SP 2.2)

Use calculated surface area-to-volume ratios to predict which cell(s) might
eliminate wastes or procure nutrients faster by diffusion.

LO 2.7
(SP 6.2)

Explain how cell size and shape affect the overall rate of nutrient intake and the
rate of waste elimination.

LO 2.8
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data regarding the types of molecules that an animal, plant
or bacterium will take up as necessary building blocks and excrete as waste
products.

LO 2.9
Represent graphically or model quantitatively the exchange of molecules between
(SP 1.1, 1.4) an organism and its environment, and the subsequent use of these molecules to
build new molecules that facilitate dynamic homeostasis, growth and
reproduction.
LO 2.10
Use representations and models to pose scientific questions about the properties
(SP 1.4, 3.1) of cell membranes and selective permeability based on molecular structure.
LO 2.11
Construct models that connect the movement of molecules across membranes
(SP 1.1, 7.1., with membrane structure and function.
7.2)
LO 2.12
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations or solve problems
qualitatively and quantitatively to investigate whether the active movement of
molecules maintains dynamic homeostasis across membranes.

LO 2.15
(SP 6.1)

Justify a claim made about the effect(s) on a biological system at the molecular,
physiological or organismal level when given a scenario in which one or more
components within a negative regulatory system is altered.

LO 2.16
(SP 7.2)

Connect how organisms use negative feedback to maintain their internal
environments.

LO 2.17
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate data that show the effect(s) of changes in concentrations of key
molecules on negative feedback mechanisms.

LO 2.18
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about how organisms use negative feedback mechanisms to
maintain their internal environments.

LO 2.19

Make predictions about how positive feedback mechanisms amplify activities and
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(SP 6.4)

processes in organisms based on scientific theories and models.

LO 2.20
(SP 6.1)

Justify that positive feedback mechanisms amplify responses in organisms.

LO 2.31
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domains to show that timing and coordination of
specific events are necessary for normal development in an organism and that
these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.32
(SP 1.4)

Use a graph or diagram to analyze situations or solve problems (quantitatively or
qualitatively) that involve timing and coordination of events necessary for normal
development in an organism.

LO 2.33
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with scientific evidence to show that timing and
coordination of several events are necessary for normal development in an
organism and that these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.34
(SP 7.1)

Describe the role of programmed cell death in development and differentiation,
the reuse of molecules, and the maintenance of dynamic homeostasis.

LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.31
(SP 7.2)

Describe basic chemical processes for cell communication shared across
evolutionary lines of descent.

LO 3.32
(SP 3.1)

Generate scientific questions involving cell communication as it relates to the
process of evolution.

LO 3.33
(SP 1.4)

Use representation(s) and appropriate models to describe features of a cell
signaling pathway.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.
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LO 3.35
(SP 2.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.37
(SP 6.1)

Justify claims based on scientific evidence that changes in signal transduction
pathways can alter cellular response.

LO 3.38
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses key elements to show how change in signal
transduction can alter cellular response.

LO 3.39
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how certain drugs affect signal reception and,
consequently, signal transduction pathways.

LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.

LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

LO 4.22
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on evidence of how variation in molecular units
provides cells with a wider range of functions.

Metabolism: Energy and Enzymes
LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 2.4
Use representations to pose scientific questions about what mechanisms and
(SP 1.4, 3.1) structural features allow organisms to capture, store and use free energy.
LO 2.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of the mechanisms and structural features of cells that
allow organisms to capture, store or use free energy.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.37
(SP 6.1)

Justify claims based on scientific evidence that changes in signal transduction
pathways can alter cellular response.

LO 3.38

Describe a model that expresses key elements to show how change in signal
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(SP 1.5)

transduction can alter cellular response.

LO 3.39
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how certain drugs affect signal reception and,
consequently, signal transduction pathways.

LO 4.1
(SP 7.1)

Explain the connection between the sequence and the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and its properties.

LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

LO 4.2
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to explain how the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and their sequence determine the properties of that polymer.

LO 4.3
Use models to predict and justify that changes in the subcomponents of a
(SP 6.1, 6.4) biological polymer affect the functionality of the molecule.
LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.

LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

Cellular Respiration and Fermentation
LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.
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LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.

LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

Photosynthesis
LO 4.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to quantities that describe interactions among living
systems and their environment, which result in the movement of matter and
energy.

LO 4.15
(SP 1.4)

Use visual representations to analyze situations or solve problems qualitatively to
illustrate how interactions among living systems and with their environment result
in the movement of matter and energy.

LO 4.16
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change of matter or energy availability on communities.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.

LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

Unit Essential Questions



What are the general characteristics shared by all living organisms?
What is the relationship between evolutionary change and the study of biology?
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What unique properties do chemical elements have?
How do elements interact with one another?
How is it possible for inanimate chemical elements to produce a living organism?
How can a relatively small number of chemicals be used to build many large, complex,
and diverse molecules?
Why can one organism use molecules from another organism to build its own?
How are organic molecules combined to create the structure and functions necessary to
support life?
How is a cell more than simply the sum of its macromolecular parts?
What characteristics enable cells to be alive and allow them to self-replicate?
How are cells able to metabolize and respond to environmental changes so quickly?
Why is creating compartments with membranes necessary for cellular life?
How does compartmentalization increase cell efficiency and use of energy?
In what ways have membranes enabled cells to specialize within an organism?
What forms of energy does a cell use?
How is energy used to drive biological processes within cells?
What might happen if insufficient energy is available for cells to function?
What relationships do heterotrophs have with the photosynthesizing autotrophs?
How might the increased destruction of plants affect our environment, climate, and lives
in the future?
How does the ATP molecule store chemical energy needed to run biological processes?
How are enzymes involved in regulating energy metabolism?
If nearly all life on Earth uses ATP, what does that indicate about its origins and
biological importance?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Basic chemistry
Chemistry of organic molecules
Cell structure and function
Membrane structure and function
Metabolism: energy and enzymes
Cellular respiration and fermentation
Photosynthesis

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 Students will be asked to complete a chi-squared analysis, which is used to determine if
the data they observed from an experiment is close enough to the predicted data.
Calculating the X2 values help the students determine whether the results follow the
prediction and if the variations from the exact ratio are due to random chance. If the
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numbers differ greatly from their expected results, then it's possible that other factors
may be influencing their results. Within this unit the students will be provided with bags
of M&Ms along with company-supplied data describing the number produced for each
color. Students are required to complete a chi-squared analysis of observed results
(number of each color counted) to determine whether they match the expected results.
This is also called a "goodness of fit" statistic, because it measures how well the observed
distribution of data fits with the distribution expected if the variables are independent.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will be selected from scientific data; students must perform a chisquared analysis to determine whether the null hypotheses is “rejected” or “not rejected.”
The essay section will ask students to answer the following questions:
o Describe one characteristic of the plasma membrane that allows estrogens to
passively cross the membrane.
o In a laboratory experiment, a researcher generates antibodies that bind to purified
estrogen receptors extracted from cells. The researcher uses the antibodies in an
attempt to treat estrogen-dependent cancers but finds that the treatment is ineffective.
Explain the ineffectiveness of the antibodies for treating estrogen-dependent cancers.
Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 4: Diffusion and Osmosis.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 5: Photosynthesis.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 6: Cellular Respiration.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 13: Enzyme Activity.”
 “Surface Area to Volume Ratio Inquiry Lab.”
 “Molecules of Life Lab Activity.”
 “Protein Folding Lab Activity.”
 “Water Inquiry Activities.”
 “Case Study: A Curious Mission to Mars.”
Time Allotment


Approximately ten weeks
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UNIT 3
Genetic Basis of Life
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
The Cell Cycle and Cellular Reproduction
LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.7
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about natural phenomena occurring during the cell cycle.

LO 3.8
(SP 1.2)

Describe the events that occur in the cell cycle.

LO 3.9
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation, using visual representations or narratives, as to how
DNA in chromosomes is transmitted to the next generation via mitosis, or meiosis
followed by fertilization.

LO 3.10
(SP 7.1)

Represent the connection between meiosis and increased genetic diversity
necessary for evolution.

LO 3.11
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data sets to support the claim that heritable
information is passed from one generation to another generation through mitosis,
or meiosis followed by fertilization.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.
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LO 3.35
(SP 1.2)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.37
(SP 6.1)

Justify claims based on scientific evidence that changes in signal transduction
pathways can alter cellular response.

LO 3.38
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses key elements to show how change in signal
transduction can alter cellular response.

LO 3.39
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how certain drugs affect signal reception and,
consequently, signal transduction pathways.

LO 4.4
(SP 6.4)

Make a prediction about the interactions of subcellular organelles.

LO 4.5
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence as to how interactions of
subcellular structures provide essential functions.

LO 4.6
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze situations qualitatively to describe how
interactions of subcellular structures, which possess specialized functions, provide
essential functions.

Meiosis and Sexual Reproduction
LO 3.12
Construct a representation that connects the process of meiosis to the passage of
(SP 1.1, 7.2) traits from parent to offspring.
LO 3.13
(SP 3.1)

Pose questions about ethical, social or medical issues surrounding human genetic
disorders.

LO 3.14
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical routines to determine Mendelian patterns of inheritance
provided by data sets.

LO 3.7
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about natural phenomena occurring during the cell cycle.

LO 3.8
(SP 1.2)

Describe the events that occur in the cell cycle.

LO 3.9
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation, using visual representations or narratives, as to how
DNA in chromosomes is transmitted to the next generation via mitosis, or meiosis
followed by fertilization.
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LO 3.10
(SP 7.1)

Represent the connection between meiosis and increased genetic diversity
necessary for evolution.

LO 3.11
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data sets to support the claim that heritable
information is passed from one generation to another generation through mitosis,
or meiosis followed by fertilization.

LO 3.18
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between different kinds of organisms.

LO 3.19
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between individuals in a population.

LO 3.20
(SP 6.2)

Explain how the regulation of gene expression is essential for the processes and
structures that support efficient cell function.

LO 3.21
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe how gene regulation influences cell products and
function.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

LO 4.27
(SP 6.4)

Make scientific claims and predictions about how species diversity within an
ecosystem influences ecosystem stability.

Mendelian Patterns of Inheritance
LO 3.15
(SP 6.5)

Explain deviations from Mendel’s model of the inheritance of traits.

LO 3.16
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the inheritance patterns of many traits cannot be accounted for by
Mendelian genetics.

LO 3.17
(SP 1.2)

Describe representations of an appropriate example of inheritance patterns that
cannot be explained by Mendel’s model of the inheritance of traits.

LO 3.27

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
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(SP 7.2)

maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

Molecular Biology of the Gene
LO 3.1
(SP 6.5)

Construct scientific explanations that use the structures and mechanisms of DNA
and RNA to support the claim that DNA and, in some cases, that RNA are the
primary sources of heritable information.

LO 3.2
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data from historical investigations that support the claim
that DNA is the source of heritable information.

LO 3.24
Predict how a change in genotype, when expressed as a phenotype, provides a
(SP 6.4, 7.2) variation that can be subject to natural selection.
LO 3.25
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to illustrate how changes in a DNA nucleotide
sequence can result in a change in the polypeptide produced.

LO 3.26
(SP 7.2)

Explain the connection between genetic variations in organisms and phenotypic
variations in populations.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

LO 3.29
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how viruses introduce genetic variation in host
organisms.

LO 3.30
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and appropriate models to describe how viral replication
introduces genetic variation in the viral population.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.4
(SP 1.2)

Describe representations and models illustrating how genetic information is
translated into polypeptides.

LO 3.5
(SP 6.4)

Justify the claim that humans can manipulate heritable information by identifying
at least two commonly used technologies.

LO 3.6
(SP 6.4)

Predict how a change in a specific DNA or RNA sequence can result in changes
in gene expression.
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LO 4.1
(SP 7.1)

Explain the connection between the sequence and the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and its properties.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

LO 4.2
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to explain how the subcomponents of a
biological polymer and their sequence determine the properties of that polymer.

LO 4.3
Use models to predict and justify that changes in the subcomponents of a
(SP 6.1, 6.4) biological polymer affect the functionality of the molecule.
Regulation of Gene Expression
LO 2.31
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domains to show that timing and coordination of
specific events are necessary for normal development in an organism and that
these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.32
(SP 1.4)

Use a graph or diagram to analyze situations or solve problems (quantitatively or
qualitatively) that involve timing and coordination of events necessary for normal
development in an organism.

LO 2.33
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with scientific evidence to show that timing and
coordination of several events are necessary for normal development in an
organism and that these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.34
(SP 7.1)

Describe the role of programmed cell death in development and differentiation,
the reuse of molecules, and the maintenance of dynamic homeostasis.

LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.15
(SP 6.5)

Explain deviations from Mendel’s model of the inheritance of traits.

LO 3.16
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the inheritance patterns of many traits cannot be accounted for by
Mendelian genetics.

LO 3.17
(SP 1.2)

Describe representations of an appropriate example of inheritance patterns that
cannot be explained by Mendel’s model of the inheritance of traits.
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LO 3.18
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between different kinds of organisms.

LO 3.19
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between individuals in a population.

LO 3.20
(SP 6.2)

Explain how the regulation of gene expression is essential for the processes and
structures that support efficient cell function.

LO 3.21
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe how gene regulation influences cell products and
function.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.24
Predict how a change in genotype, when expressed as a phenotype, provides a
(SP 6.4, 7.2) variation that can be subject to natural selection.
LO 3.25
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to illustrate how changes in a DNA nucleotide
sequence can result in a change in the polypeptide produced.

LO 3.26
(SP 7.2)

Explain the connection between genetic variations in organisms and phenotypic
variations in populations.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.23

Construct explanations of the influence of environmental factors on the phenotype
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(SP 6.2)

of an organism.

LO 4.24
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in an environmental factor on the genotypic
expression of the phenotype.

LO 4.7
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations to illustrate how interactions between external stimuli and
gene expression result in specialization of cells, tissues and organs.

Viruses, Bacteria, and Archaea
LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

LO 3.29
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how viruses introduce genetic variation in host
organisms.

LO 3.30
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and appropriate models to describe how viral replication
introduces genetic variation in the viral population.

Biotechnology and Genomics
LO 2.29
Create representations and models to describe immune responses.
(SP 1.1, 1.2)
LO 2.30
Create representations or models to describe nonspecific immune defenses in
(SP 1.1, 1.2) plants and animals.
LO 3.18
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between different kinds of organisms.

LO 3.19
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between individuals in a population.

LO 3.20
(SP 6.2)

Explain how the regulation of gene expression is essential for the processes and
structures that support efficient cell function.

LO 3.21

Use representations to describe how gene regulation influences cell products and
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(SP 1.4)

function.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.24
Predict how a change in genotype, when expressed as a phenotype, provides a
(SP 6.4, 7.2) variation that can be subject to natural selection.
LO 3.25
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to illustrate how changes in a DNA nucleotide
sequence can result in a change in the polypeptide produced.

LO 3.26
(SP 7.2)

Explain the connection between genetic variations in organisms and phenotypic
variations in populations.

LO 4.22
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on evidence of how variation in molecular units
provides cells with a wider range of functions.

Unit Essential Questions


















What is the normal sequence of events in the process of cellular reproduction?
What are the roles of the checkpoints in a cell cycle?
How do tumor suppressor genes regulate the cell cycle?
What is the role of meiosis in introducing variation?
Why is genetic variation necessary for species survival?
What effects are seen when different combinations of chromosomes are produced?
How does the collection of chromosomes we inherit from our parents affect our body’s
appearance and function?
What patterns of inheritance can be observed across generations?
How does meiosis help predict the probability of producing gametes and inheriting a
trait?
How does the flow of genetic information from DNA to protein to trait work?
What mechanisms are in place to ensure that genetic information is accurately expressed?
How might the expression of a gene change in response to environmental conditions?
How does gene regulation differ between prokaryotes and eukaryotes?
Where in the process of gene expression does regulation occur in a eukaryotic organism?
How might mutations influence the ability of a cell to regulate gene expression?
Based on the characteristics shared by all living things, should viruses be considered
living?
How might a rapid mutation rate of virus and bacteria genomes affect our ability to treat
disease?
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What procedures are used to introduce a bacterial gene into a plant?
What is the difference between genetically modified organisms and transgenic
organisms?
How are animals being genetically modified?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The cell cycle and cellular reproduction
Meiosis and sexual reproduction
Mendelian patterns of inheritance
Molecular biology of the gene
Regulation of gene expression
Viruses, bacteria, archaea
Biotechnology and genomics

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 In a bacterial transformation investigation, students will first acquire the tools to
transform E. coli bacteria to express new genetic information using the plasmid system
and then apply mathematical routines to determine transformation efficiency. Students
will then have the opportunity to design and conduct individual experiments to explore
transformation in more depth. For example, students can select a factor of their choice
and explore its ability to induce mutations with observable phenotypes, or they can
investigate if bacteria take up more plasmid in some environmental conditions and less in
others. They also can explore answers to questions about plasmids and transformation
that may have been raised during the initial investigation.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will require students to identify different stages of mitosis and
explain what is occurring with their assigned stage. The essay section will ask students to
answer the following question:
o A research team has genetically engineered a strain of fruit flies to eliminate errors
during DNA replication. The team claims that this will eliminate genetic variation in
the engineered flies. A second research team claims that eliminating errors during
DNA replication will not entirely eliminate genetic variation in the engineered flies.
 Provide one piece of evidence that would indicate new genetic variation has
occurred in the engineered flies.
 Describe one mechanism that could lead to genetic variation in the engineered
strain of flies.
 Describe how genetic variation in a population contributes to the process of
evolution in the population.

Advanced Placement Biology

36

Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 7: Cell Division: Mitosis and Meiosis.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 8: Biotechnology: Bacterial Transformation.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 9: Biotechnology: Restriction Enzyme Analysis of DNA.”
 “Mendelian Genetic Problems.”
 “Building DNA Lab Activity.”
 “Genetic Counselor Case Study.”
Time Allotment


Approximately seven weeks
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UNIT 4
Evolution
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
Darwin and Evolution
LO 1.9
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data from many scientific disciplines that support
biological evolution.

LO 1.10
(SP 5.2)

Refine evidence based on data from many scientific disciplines that support
biological evolution.

LO 1.11
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan to answer scientific questions regarding how organisms have
changed over time using information from morphology, biochemistry and
geology.

LO 1.12
(SP 7.1)

Connect scientific evidence from many scientific disciplines to support the
modern concept of evolution.

LO 1.13
(SP 3.2)

Construct and/or justify mathematical models, diagrams or simulations that
represent processes of biological evolution.

LO 4.20
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the distribution of ecosystems changes over time by identifying
large-scale events that have resulted in these changes in the past.

LO 4.21
(SP 6.4)

Predict consequences of human actions on both local and global ecosystems.

How Populations Evolve
LO 1.1
Convert a data set from a table of numbers that reflect a change in the genetic
(SP 1.5, 2.2) makeup of a population over time and to apply mathematical methods and
conceptual understandings to investigate the cause(s) and effect(s) of this change.
LO 1.2
Evaluate evidence provided by data to qualitatively and quantitatively investigate
(SP 2.2, 5.3) the role of natural selection in evolution.
LO 1.3
(SP 2.2)

Apply mathematical methods to data from a real or simulated population to
predict what will happen to the population in the future.
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LO 1.4
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate data-based evidence that describes evolutionary changes in the genetic
makeup of a population over time.

LO 1.5
(SP 7.1)

Connect evolutionary changes in a population over time to a change in the
environment.

LO 1.6
Use data from mathematical models based on the Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium to
(SP 1.4, 2.1) analyze genetic drift and effects of selection in the evolution of specific
populations.
LO 1.7
(SP 2.1)

Justify data from mathematical models based on the Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium
to analyze genetic drift and the effects of selection in the evolution of specific
populations.

LO 1.8
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about the effects of genetic drift, migration and artificial
selection on the genetic makeup of a population.

LO 1.20
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data related to questions of speciation and extinction throughout the
Earth’s history.

LO 1.21
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to investigate the scientific claim that speciation
and extinction have occurred throughout the Earth’s history.

LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.

LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.

LO 3.24
Predict how a change in genotype, when expressed as a phenotype, provides a
(SP 6.4, 7.2) variation that can be subject to natural selection.
LO 3.25
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to illustrate how changes in a DNA nucleotide
sequence can result in a change in the polypeptide produced.

LO 3.26
(SP 7.2)

Explain the connection between genetic variations in organisms and phenotypic
variations in populations.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.
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LO 4.25
(SP 6.1)

Use evidence to justify a claim that a variety of phenotypic responses to a single
environmental factor can result from different genotypes within the population.

LO 4.26
(SP 6.4)

Use theories and models to make scientific claims and/or predictions about the
effects of variation within populations on survival and fitness.

LO 4.27
(SP 6.4)

Make scientific claims and predictions about how species diversity within an
ecosystem influences ecosystem stability.

Speciation and Macroevolution
LO 1.20
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data related to questions of speciation and extinction throughout the
Earth’s history.

LO 1.21
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to investigate the scientific claim that speciation
and extinction have occurred throughout the Earth’s history.

LO 1.22
(SP 6.4)

Use data from a real or simulated population(s), based on graphs or models of
types of selection, to predict what will happen to the population in the future.

LO 1.23
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of data that address questions related to reproductive isolation
and speciation.

LO 1.24
(SP 7.2)

Describe speciation in an isolated population and connect it to change in gene
frequency, change in environment, natural selection and/or genetic drift.

LO 1.25
(SP 1.2)

Describe a model that represents evolution within a population.

LO 1.26
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate given data sets that illustrate evolution as an ongoing process.

LO 3.27
(SP 7.2)

Compare and contrast processes by which genetic variation is produced and
maintained in organisms from multiple domains.

LO 3.28
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of the multiple processes that increase variation within a
population.

LO 4.20
(SP 6.3)

Explain how the distribution of ecosystems changes over time by identifying
large-scale events that have resulted in these changes in the past.

LO 4.21
(SP 6.4)

Predict consequences of human actions on both local and global ecosystems.
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The Origin and History of Life
LO 1.14
(SP 3.1)

Pose scientific questions that correctly identify essential properties of shared, core
life processes that provide insights into the history of life on Earth.

LO 1.15
(SP 7.2)

Describe specific examples of conserved core biological processes and features
shared by all domains or within one domain of life, and how these shared,
conserved core processes and features support the concept of common ancestry
for all organisms.

LO 1.16
(SP 7.1)

Justify the scientific claim that organisms share many conserved core processes
and features that evolved.

LO 1.27
(SP 1.2)

Describe a scientific hypothesis about the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.28
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions based on hypotheses about the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.29
(SP 6.3)

Describe the reasons for revisions of scientific hypotheses of the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.30
(SP 6.5)

Evaluate scientific hypotheses about the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.31
(SP 4.4)

Evaluate the accuracy and legitimacy of data to answer scientific questions about
the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 3.24
Predict how a change in genotype, when expressed as a phenotype, provides a
(SP 6.4, 7.2) variation that can be subject to natural selection.
LO 3.25
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to illustrate how changes in a DNA nucleotide
sequence can result in a change in the polypeptide produced.

LO 3.26
(SP 7.2)

Explain the connection between genetic variations in organisms and phenotypic
variations in populations.

LO 3.31
(SP 7.2)

Describe basic chemical processes for cell communication shared across
evolutionary lines of descent.

LO 3.32
(SP 3.1)

Generate scientific questions involving cell communication as it relates to the
process of evolution.
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LO 3.33
(SP 1.4)

Use representation(s) and appropriate models to describe features of a cell
signaling pathway.

Taxonomy, Systematics, and Phylogeny
LO 1.10
(SP 5.2)

Refine evidence based on data from many scientific disciplines that support
biological evolution.

LO 1.11
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan to answer scientific questions regarding how organisms have
changed over time using information from morphology, biochemistry and
geology.

LO 1.12
(SP 7.1)

Connect scientific evidence from many scientific disciplines to support the
modern concept of evolution.

LO 1.13
(SP 3.2)

Construct and/or justify mathematical models, diagrams or simulations that
represent processes of biological evolution.

LO 1.17
(SP 3.1)

Pose scientific questions about a group of organisms whose relatedness is
described by a phylogenetic tree or cladogram in order to (1) identify shared
characteristics, (2) make inferences about the evolutionary history of the group,
and (3) identify character data that could extend or improve the phylogenetic tree.

LO 1.18
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by a data set in conjunction with a phylogenetic tree
or a simple cladogram to determine evolutionary history and speciation.

LO 1.19
(SP 1.1)

Create a phylogenetic tree or simple cladogram that correctly represents
evolutionary history and speciation from a provided data set.

LO 1.20
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data related to questions of speciation and extinction throughout the
Earth’s history.

LO 1.21
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to investigate the scientific claim that speciation
and extinction have occurred throughout the Earth’s history.

LO 1.27
(SP 1.2)

Describe a scientific hypothesis about the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.28
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions based on hypotheses about the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.29
(SP 6.3)

Describe the reasons for revisions of scientific hypotheses of the origin of life on
Earth.

LO 1.30
(SP 6.5)

Evaluate scientific hypotheses about the origin of life on Earth.
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LO 1.31
(SP 4.4)

Evaluate the accuracy and legitimacy of data to answer scientific questions about
the origin of life on Earth.

LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 1.9
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data from many scientific disciplines that support
biological evolution.

Unit Essential Questions
















How do the features of fossil organisms tell us something about an organism’s behavior
and the environment in which it lived?
How does Darwin’s theory of natural selection explain the intermediate features of
modern and fossil organisms?
What is the link between genes, populations, and evolution?
How does a population geneticist determine whether a population is evolving?
How is a population defined? Can a human contain his/her own population of organisms?
With regard to populations, how does natural selection work to shape genetic diversity?
How do scientists determine whether an organism is a new species?
What processes drive the evolution of new species? Are they different from those that
drive the evolution of populations?
What can the fossil record tell us about the origin and extinction of species over time?
Does the theory of evolution explain the origins of life? Why or why not?
How do scientists measure the age of life on Earth from the fossil record?
What types of scientific evidence, including the fossil record, tell us something about the
history of life on Earth?
How are the study of macroevolution and the study of systematic biology interrelated?
Why is it important to classify biodiversity, and why is evolutionary history important to
this classification?
What is a phylogeny? What does it represent, and what can one tell us about the history
of Life on Earth?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Darwin and evolution
How populations evolve
Speciation and macroevolution
The origin and history of life
Taxonomy, systematics, and phylogeny
Protist evolution and diversity
Fungi evolution and diversity
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Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 In the Hardy-Weinberg investigation, the students will build a model that shows how a
hypothetical gene pool changes from one generation to the next. This model will allow
for the exploration of parameters that affect allele frequencies, such as selection,
mutation, and migration. The second part of the investigation will ask the students to
generate their own questions regarding the evolution of allele frequencies in a population.
Then students will explore possible answers to those questions by applying more
sophisticated computer models. This investigation will also provide an opportunity for
students to review concepts they studied previously, including: natural selection as the
major mechanism of evolution; the relationship among genotype, phenotype, and natural
selection; and fundamentals of classic Mendelian genetics.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will ask students to examine and analyze a scientific experiment
concerning the evolution of guppies. The essay section will ask students to answer the
following question:
o The amino acid sequence of cytochrome c was determined for five different species
of vertebrates. (Students will be provided with a table showing the number of
differences in the sequence between each pair of species.)
 Using the data in the table, create a phylogenetic tree on the template provided to
reflect the evolutionary relationships of the organisms. Provide reasoning for the
placement on the tree of the species that is least related to the others.
 Identify whether morphological data or amino acid sequence data are more likely
to accurately represent true evolutionary relationships among species, and provide
reasoning for your answer.
Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 1: Artificial Selection.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 2: Mathematical Modeling: Hardy-Weinberg.”
 “AP Lab Investigation 3: Comparing DNA Sequence to Understand Evolutionary
Relationships with BLAST.”
 “Predator/Prey Habitat Natural Selection Activity.”
 “Cladistics Lab Activity.”
Time Allotment


Approximately five weeks
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UNIT 5
Plant Evolution and Biology
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
Plant Evolution and Diversity
LO 4.8
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions concerning organisms that exhibit complex
properties due to the interaction of their constituent parts.

LO 4.9
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in a component(s) of a biological system on the
functionality of an organism(s).

LO 4.10
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to illustrate biocomplexity due to interactions
of the constituent parts.

Flowering Plants: Structure and Organization
LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.3)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

Flowering Plants: Nutrition and Transport
LO 2.25
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence that homeostatic mechanisms
reflect continuity due to common ancestry and/or divergence due to adaptation in
different environments.

LO 2.26
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify phylogenetic patterns or relationships, showing that
homeostatic mechanisms reflect both continuity due to common ancestry and
change due to evolution in different environments.

LO 2.27
(SP 7.1)

Connect differences in the environment with the evolution of homeostatic
mechanisms.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
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(SP 1.4)

direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

Flowering Plants: Control of Growth Responses
LO 2.29
Create representations and models to describe immune responses.
(SP 1.1, 1.2)
LO 2.30
Create representations or models to describe nonspecific immune defenses in
(SP 1.1, 1.2) plants and animals.
LO 2.31
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domains to show that timing and coordination of
specific events are necessary for normal development in an organism and that
these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.32
(SP 1.4)

Use a graph or diagram to analyze situations or solve problems (quantitatively or
qualitatively) that involve timing and coordination of events necessary for normal
development in an organism.

LO 2.33
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with scientific evidence to show that timing and
coordination of several events are necessary for normal development in an
organism and that these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.34
(SP 7.1)

Describe the role of programmed cell death in development and differentiation,
the reuse of molecules, and the maintenance of dynamic homeostasis.

LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.
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LO 3.7
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about natural phenomena occurring during the cell cycle.

LO 3.8
(SP 1.2)

Describe the events that occur in the cell cycle.

LO 3.9
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation, using visual representations or narratives, as to how
DNA in chromosomes is transmitted to the next generation via mitosis, or meiosis
followed by fertilization.

LO 3.10
(SP 7.1)

Represent the connection between meiosis and increased genetic diversity
necessary for evolution.

LO 3.11
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data sets to support the claim that heritable
information is passed from one generation to another generation through mitosis,
or meiosis followed by fertilization.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

Flowering Plants: Reproduction
LO 2.31
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domains to show that timing and coordination of
specific events are necessary for normal development in an organism and that
these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.32
(SP 1.4)

Use a graph or diagram to analyze situations or solve problems (quantitatively or
qualitatively) that involve timing and coordination of events necessary for normal
development in an organism.

LO 2.33
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with scientific evidence to show that timing and
coordination of several events are necessary for normal development in an
organism and that these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.
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LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.7
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about natural phenomena occurring during the cell cycle.

LO 3.8
(SP 1.2)

Describe the events that occur in the cell cycle.

LO 3.9
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation, using visual representations or narratives, as to how
DNA in chromosomes is transmitted to the next generation via mitosis, or meiosis
followed by fertilization.

LO 3.10
(SP 7.1)

Represent the connection between meiosis and increased genetic diversity
necessary for evolution.

LO 3.11
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate evidence provided by data sets to support the claim that heritable
information is passed from one generation to another generation through mitosis,
or meiosis followed by fertilization.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

Unit Essential Questions




What environmental challenges did plants have to overcome in order to survive on land?
Why are angiosperms more widespread than all other groups of plants?
What characteristics are unique to each of the major groups of plants?
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What structural features are necessary for the function of flowering plants?
How do monocot and eudicot structural differences adapt them to their various roles in
the environment?
Which nutrients are essential for plant growth?
What structures enable plants to absorb water and minerals from the soil?
Why does fluid “leak” from a branch when it is cut?
Which hormones are essential for plant growth?
What environmental stimuli trigger various plant responses?
How are flowering plants adapted to a terrestrial lifestyle?
What would happen to the diversity of flowering plants if a large percentage of insect
species were to disappear in a given community?
What are the advantages of sexual reproduction versus asexual reproduction in flowering
plants?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Plant evolution and diversity
Flowering plants: structure and organization
Flowering plants: nutrition and transport
Flowering plants: control of growth responses
Flowering plants: reproduction

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 The transpiration investigation will encourage independent student thinking and
ultimately provide them the opportunity for more open-ended experimentation. The
students will begin this investigation by exploring methods to calculate leaf surface area
and then determine the average number of stomata per square millimeter in a particular
kind of plant. From their data, several questions about the process of transpiration in
plants should emerge. Students will explore these questions in their own investigations.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will ask students to examine and analyze a scientific experiment
concerning transpiration in various plants; using data, students will graph and analyze the
result and form a conclusion with supporting evidence. The essay section will ask
students to answer the following question:
o The graph above illustrates the percent dry weight of different parts of a particular
annual plant (plants that live less than one year) from early May to late August. The
percent dry weight can be used to estimate the amount of energy a plant uses to
produce its leaves, vegetative buds, stems, roots, and reproductive parts (seeds,
receptacles, and flowers).
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Identify the direct source of the energy used for plant growth during the first week
of May, and identify the part that grew the most during the same period.
Based on the data on the graph, estimate the percent of the total energy that the
plant has allocated to the growth of leaves on the first day of July.
Compared with perennials (plants that live more than two years), annual plants
often allocate a much greater percentage of their total energy to growth of their
reproductive parts in any given year. Propose one evolutionary advantage of the
energy allocation strategy in annual plants compared with that in perennial plants.

Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 11: Transpiration.”
 “Seed Germination Lab: Geotropism.”
 “Flower/Seed/Fruit Dissection.”
 “Plant Tissue Microscopy.”
Time Allotment


Approximately four weeks
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UNIT 6
Comparative Animal Biology
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
Animal Evolution and Diversity
LO 4.8
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions concerning organisms that exhibit complex
properties due to the interaction of their constituent parts.

LO 4.9
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in a component(s) of a biological system on the
functionality of an organism(s).

LO 4.10
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to illustrate biocomplexity due to interactions
of the constituent parts.

Animal Organization and Homeostasis
LO 2.15
(SP 6.1)

Justify a claim made about the effect(s) on a biological system at the molecular,
physiological or organismal level when given a scenario in which one or more
components within a negative regulatory system is altered.

LO 2.16
(SP 7.2)

Connect how organisms use negative feedback to maintain their internal
environments.

LO 2.17
(SP 5.3)

Evaluate data that show the effect(s) of changes in concentrations of key
molecules on negative feedback mechanisms.

LO 2.18
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about how organisms use negative feedback mechanisms to
maintain their internal environments.

LO 2.19
(SP 6.4)

Make predictions about how positive feedback mechanisms amplify activities and
processes in organisms based on scientific theories and models.

LO 2.20
(SP 6.1)

Justify that positive feedback mechanisms amplify responses in organisms.

LO 2.21
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
about the relevant mechanism that organisms use to respond to changes in their
external environment.
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LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.37
(SP 6.1)

Justify claims based on scientific evidence that changes in signal transduction
pathways can alter cellular response.

LO 3.38
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses key elements to show how change in signal
transduction can alter cellular response.

LO 3.39
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how certain drugs affect signal reception and,
consequently, signal transduction pathways.

LO 4.8
(SP 3.3)

Evaluate scientific questions concerning organisms that exhibit complex
properties due to the interaction of their constituent parts.

LO 4.9
(SP 6.4)

Predict the effects of a change in a component(s) of a biological system on the
functionality of an organism(s).

LO 4.10
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations and models to illustrate biocomplexity due to interactions
of the constituent parts.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

Circulation and Cardiovascular Systems
LO 2.25
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence that homeostatic mechanisms
reflect continuity due to common ancestry and/or divergence due to adaptation in
different environments.

LO 2.26
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify phylogenetic patterns or relationships, showing that
homeostatic mechanisms reflect both continuity due to common ancestry and
change due to evolution in different environments.

LO 2.27
(SP 7.1)

Connect differences in the environment with the evolution of homeostatic
mechanisms.
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LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

The Lympathic and Immune System
LO 2.29
Create representations and models to describe immune responses.
(SP 1.1, 1.2)
LO 2.30
Create representations or models to describe nonspecific immune defenses in
(SP 1.1, 1.2) plants and animals.
LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.29
(SP 6.2)

Construct an explanation of how viruses introduce genetic variation in host
organisms.

LO 3.30
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and appropriate models to describe how viral replication
introduces genetic variation in the viral population.

LO 3.31
(SP 7.2)

Describe basic chemical processes for cell communication shared across
evolutionary lines of descent.

LO 3.32
(SP 3.1)

Generate scientific questions involving cell communication as it relates to the
process of evolution.

LO 3.33
(SP 1.4)

Use representation(s) and appropriate models to describe features of a cell
signaling pathway.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

LO 4.22
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on evidence of how variation in molecular units
provides cells with a wider range of functions.
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Digestive Systems and Nutrition
LO 2.25
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence that homeostatic mechanisms
reflect continuity due to common ancestry and/or divergence due to adaptation in
different environments.

LO 2.26
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify phylogenetic patterns or relationships, showing that
homeostatic mechanisms reflect both continuity due to common ancestry and
change due to evolution in different environments.

LO 2.27
(SP 7.1)

Connect differences in the environment with the evolution of homeostatic
mechanisms.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

Respiratory Systems
LO 2.25
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence that homeostatic mechanisms
reflect continuity due to common ancestry and/or divergence due to adaptation in
different environments.

LO 2.26
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify phylogenetic patterns or relationships, showing that
homeostatic mechanisms reflect both continuity due to common ancestry and
change due to evolution in different environments.

LO 2.27
(SP 7.1)

Connect differences in the environment with the evolution of homeostatic
mechanisms.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

Body Fluid Regulation and Excretory Systems
LO 2.25
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations based on scientific evidence that homeostatic mechanisms
reflect continuity due to common ancestry and/or divergence due to adaptation in
different environments.

LO 2.26
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify phylogenetic patterns or relationships, showing that
homeostatic mechanisms reflect both continuity due to common ancestry and
change due to evolution in different environments.

LO 2.27
(SP 7.1)

Connect differences in the environment with the evolution of homeostatic
mechanisms.

LO 3.34

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
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(SP 6.2)

or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 4.18
(SP 1.4)

Use representations and models to analyze how cooperative interactions within
organisms promote efficiency in the use of energy and matter.

Neurons and Nervous Systems
LO 2.21
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
about the relevant mechanism that organisms use to respond to changes in their
external environment.

LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.

LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.
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LO 3.44
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems detect external and internal signals.

LO 3.45
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems transmit information.

LO 3.46
(SP 1.2)

Describe how the vertebrate brain integrates information to produce a response.

LO 3.47
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation of complex nervous systems to describe/explain
how these systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.

LO 3.48
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems detect external
and internal signals.

LO 3.49
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems transmit
information.

LO 3.50
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how the vertebrate brain integrates
information to produce a response.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

Sense Organs
LO 2.21
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer scientific questions
about the relevant mechanism that organisms use to respond to changes in their
external environment.

LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.

LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.
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LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 3.44
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems detect external and internal signals.

LO 3.45
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems transmit information.

LO 3.46
(SP 1.2)

Describe how the vertebrate brain integrates information to produce a response.

LO 3.47
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation of complex nervous systems to describe/explain
how these systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.

LO 3.48
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems detect external
and internal signals.

LO 3.49
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems transmit
information.

LO 3.50
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how the vertebrate brain integrates
information to produce a response.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

Locomotion and Support Systems
LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 3.43

Construct an explanation, based on scientific theories and models, about how
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(SP 6.2, 7.1) nervous systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.
LO 3.44
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems detect external and internal signals.

LO 3.45
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems transmit information.

LO 3.46
(SP 1.2)

Describe how the vertebrate brain integrates information to produce a response.

LO 3.47
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation of complex nervous systems to describe/explain
how these systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.

LO 3.48
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems detect external
and internal signals.

LO 3.49
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems transmit
information.

LO 3.50
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how the vertebrate brain integrates
information to produce a response.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.

Hormones and Endocrine Systems
LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.31
(SP 7.2)

Describe basic chemical processes for cell communication shared across
evolutionary lines of descent.

LO 3.32
(SP 3.1)

Generate scientific questions involving cell communication as it relates to the
process of evolution.

LO 3.33
(SP 1.4)

Use representation(s) and appropriate models to describe features of a cell
signaling pathway.

LO 3.34

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
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(SP 6.2)

or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

LO 3.43
Construct an explanation, based on scientific theories and models, about how
(SP 6.2, 7.1) nervous systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.
LO 3.44
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems detect external and internal signals.

LO 3.45
(SP 1.2)

Describe how nervous systems transmit information.

LO 3.46
(SP 1.2)

Describe how the vertebrate brain integrates information to produce a response.

LO 3.47
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation of complex nervous systems to describe/explain
how these systems detect external and internal signals, transmit and integrate
information, and produce responses.

LO 3.48
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems detect external
and internal signals.

LO 3.49
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how nervous systems transmit
information.

LO 3.50
(SP 1.1)

Create a visual representation to describe how the vertebrate brain integrates
information to produce a response.

LO 4.17
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to identify how molecular interactions affect structure and function.
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Reproductive Systems
LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.31
(SP 7.2)

Describe basic chemical processes for cell communication shared across
evolutionary lines of descent.

LO 3.32
(SP 3.1)

Generate scientific questions involving cell communication as it relates to the
process of evolution.

LO 3.33
(SP 1.4)

Use representation(s) and appropriate models to describe features of a cell
signaling pathway.

LO 3.34
(SP 6.2)

Construct explanations of cell communication through cell-to-cell direct contact
or through chemical signaling.

LO 3.35
(SP 1.4)

Create representation(s) that depict how cell-to-cell communication occurs by
direct contact or from a distance through chemical signaling

LO 3.40
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data that indicate how organisms exchange information in response to
internal changes and external cues, and which can change behavior.

LO 3.41
(SP 1.1)

Create a representation that describes how organisms exchange information in
response to internal changes and external cues, and which can result in changes in
behavior.

LO 3.42
(SP 7.1)

Describe how organisms exchange information in response to internal changes or
environmental cues.

Animal Development and Aging
LO 2.31
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domains to show that timing and coordination of
specific events are necessary for normal development in an organism and that
these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.

LO 2.32
(SP 1.4)

Use a graph or diagram to analyze situations or solve problems (quantitatively or
qualitatively) that involve timing and coordination of events necessary for normal
development in an organism.

LO 2.33
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with scientific evidence to show that timing and
coordination of several events are necessary for normal development in an
organism and that these events are regulated by multiple mechanisms.
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LO 2.34
(SP 7.1)

Describe the role of programmed cell death in development and differentiation,
the reuse of molecules, and the maintenance of dynamic homeostasis.

LO 2.35
(SP 4.2)

Design a plan for collecting data to support the scientific claim that the timing and
coordination of physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.36
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims with evidence to show how timing and coordination of
physiological events involve regulation.

LO 2.37
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts that describe mechanisms that regulate the timing and
coordination of physiological events.

LO 3.18
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between different kinds of organisms.

LO 3.19
(SP 7.1)

Describe the connection between the regulation of gene expression and observed
differences between individuals in a population.

LO 3.20
(SP 6.2)

Explain how the regulation of gene expression is essential for the processes and
structures that support efficient cell function.

LO 3.21
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe how gene regulation influences cell products and
function.

LO 3.22
(SP 6.2)

Explain how signal pathways mediate gene expression, including how this
process can affect protein production.

LO 3.23
(SP 1.4)

Use representations to describe mechanisms of the regulation of gene expression.

LO 3.36
(SP 1.5)

Describe a model that expresses the key elements of signal transduction pathways
by which a signal is converted to a cellular response.

LO 4.7
(SP 1.3)

Refine representations to illustrate how interactions between external stimuli and
gene expression result in specialization of cells, tissues and organs.

Animal Behavior
LO 1.32
(SP 4.1)

Justify the selection of geological, physical, and chemical data that reveal early
Earth conditions.

LO 2.38
(SP 5.1)

Analyze data to support the claim that responses to information and
communication of information affect natural selection.

LO 2.39
(SP 6.1)

Justify scientific claims, using evidence, to describe how timing and coordination
of behavioral events in organisms are regulated by several mechanisms.
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LO 2.40
(SP 7.2)

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to predict how environmental factors
affect responses to information and change behavior.

Unit Essential Questions

























Where do invertebrates fit into the evolutionary history of eukaryotes? of animals?
What evolutionary advantage might there be to invertebrates having multiple
developmental stages, each with a different body form, habitat, and lifestyle?
What are the traits that set vertebrates apart from other animals?
How are vertebrates important to the day-to-day life of humans?
When in the history of life did vertebrates evolve?
What does the replacement model tell us about the evolution of our species?
How might an understanding of evolutionary patterns in other animals help us understand
our evolutionary history?
How did the evolution of specialized tissue, organs, and organ systems allow animals to
better adapt to their environment?
What are some of the most important functions of animal skin?
How does the disruption of homeostasis lead to disease?
What are the essential components of any circulatory system, and their functions?
Through what major blood vessels does a human red blood cell normally pass as it travels
from the aorta to a capillary in the lower leg, and back to the heart?
Why are the processes that occur in capillaries essential to life?
What are the most essential components of the immune system?
How do the lymphatic and immune systems work together?
What different types of strategies have animals evolved to efficiently obtain nutrients?
In what ways do the types of diets that humans choose to consume play a role in our
health, as well as in the quality of our environment?
What are some possible evolutionary pressures that might explain why a strictly
terrestrial species, such as humans, would have a diving response?
Besides salt glands, what other types of strategies have animals developed to either
conserve or excrete salt?
By what mechanism is the human kidney able to regulate the salt concentration of urine it
produces?
How did the evolution of the nervous system provide advantages to animals?
What specific types of processes occur uniquely in nervous tissue?
Why are diseases of the human nervous system generally difficult to treat?
How does the ability to detect infrared energy provide snakes with competitive advantage
over predators lacking this ability?
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Of the four types of sensory receptors – chemoreceptors, photoreceptors,
mechanoreceptors, or thermoreceptors – which is more necessary for an animal to
survive?
What advantage do animals with a skeletal system have over animals that completely
lack such a system?
How does the nervous system specifically control the skeletal system?
How do the sensory systems exert influence over the nervous system, and therefore over
the muscular system?
Why do more complex animals, such as mammals, tend to use some of the same
hormones that are present in more primitive invertebrates, instead of evolving completely
new hormones?
What are some specific examples where the nervous system works with the endocrine
system to control body functions?
What are some specific examples where the endocrine system works independently?
What are some common examples of secondary sex characteristics that develop in male
animals in order to attract female mates?
Why are so many similarities present in the early embryonic structures of animals as
diverse as the lancelet, the frog, the chicken, and the human?
Why is the developing embryo of any species more susceptible to harmful environmental
factors, compared to the mature animal?
What are some of the fundamental mechanisms by which cells can become specialized to
form organs and tissues?

Scope and Sequence
1. Animal evolution and diversity
2. Animal organization and homeostasis
3. Circulation and cardiovascular systems
4. Lymphatic and immune systems
5. Digestive systems and nutrition
6. Respiratory systems
7. Body fluid regulation and excretory systems
8. Neurons and nervous systems
9. Sense organs
10. Locomotion and support systems
11. Hormones and endocrine systems
12. Reproductive systems
13. Animal development and aging
14. Animal behavior
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Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 The fruit fly animal behavior investigation will explore the environmental choices that
fruit flies make. A choice chamber is designed to give fruit flies two choices during any
one test, although students could also think about how to build an apparatus that would
give fruit flies more than two choices. Adult fruit flies are attracted to substances that
offer food or an environment in which to lay eggs and develop larvae. Typically those
environments are rotting or fermenting fruit. Adult fruit flies are attracted to bright light,
and their larvae move away from bright light. Adult fruit flies also demonstrate negative
geotaxis; they climb up in their chambers against gravity. Movement toward a substance
is a positive taxis. Consistent movement or orientation away from a substance is a
negative taxis. In most cases, the experiments done in the choice chamber will be
chemotactic experiments, as indicted by the number of flies that collect on one end of the
chamber or another in response to a chemical stimulus. At some point, students may wish
to investigate if the chemotactic response is greater than a geotactic or phototactic
response. The flies could also exhibit a behavior that is not oriented toward or away from
the stimulus; rather, the stimulus could elicit a random response.
Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a 48-minute test containing 18 multiple-choice questions, 2
mathematical grid-in questions, 1 short-response question, and 1 essay question. The
short-response question will require students to examine and analyze a scientific
experiment concerning circadian rhythms in mice; using data, students will graph and
analyze the result and form a conclusion with supporting evidence. The essay section will
ask students to answer the following question:
o Information processing involves complex neural pathways that require a certain
amount of time between recognition of a stimulus and the resulting response. For
some types of stimuli, a reflex arc replaces the typical stimulus-response pathway. (A
representation of a reflex arc will be shown to the students.)
 Based on the figure, describe two ways that the reflex arc differs from typically
stimulus-response transmission pathways. Provide reasoning to support the claim
that reflex arcs help organisms avoid serious injury.
Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 “AP Lab Investigation 12: Fruit Fly Behavior.”
 “Heart Dissection.”
 “Reaction Time Inquiry Lab Investigation.”
 “Eye Dissection.”
 “Sliding Filament Theory Model.”
Time Allotment


Approximately seven weeks
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UNIT 7
Independent Learning (Post-AP Exam)
Unit Goals
Learning Objectives (LOs) derive from the 2015 College Board AP Biology Course and Exam
Description, and are linked to the corresponding Science Practices for AP Biology.
At the completion of this unit, students will:
Student Research/Lesson Development
SP 3.1

Pose scientific questions.

SP 3.2

Refine scientific questions.

SP 3.3

Evaluate scientific questions.

SP 4.1

Justify the selection of the kind of data needed to answer a particular scientific
question.

SP 4.2

Design a plan for collecting data to answer a particular scientific question.

SP 4.3

Collect data to answer a particular scientific question.

SP 5.2

Refine observations and measurements based on data analysis.

Instruction
SP 1.1

Create representations and models of natural or man-made phenomena and
systems in the domain.

SP 1.2

Describe representations and models of natural or manmade phenomena and
systems in the domain.

SP 1.3

Refine representations and models of natural or man-made phenomena and
systems in the domain.

SP 1.4

Use representations and models to analyze situations or solve problems
qualitatively and quantitatively.

SP 1.5

Reexpress key elements of natural phenomena across multiple representations in
the domain.

SP 6.1

Justify claims with evidence.
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SP 6.2

Construct explanations of phenomena based on evidence produced through
scientific practices.

SP 6.3

Articulate the reasons that scientific explanations and theories are refined or
replaced.

SP 6.4

Make claims and predictions about natural phenomena based on scientific theories
and models.

SP 7.1

Connect phenomena and models across spatial and temporal scales.

SP 7.2

Connect concepts in and across domain(s) to generalize or extrapolate in and/or
across enduring understandings and/or big ideas.

Assessment
SP 4.4

Evaluate sources of data to answer a particular scientific question.

SP 5.1

Analyze data to identify patterns or relationships.

SP 5.3

Evaluate the evidence provided by data sets in relation to a particular scientific
question.

SP 6.5

Evaluate alternative scientific explanations.

Unit Essential Questions



How can I engage in meaningful independent research of an advanced topic in biology?
How can I most meaningfully present my research to my peers?

Scope and Sequence
1.
2.
3.
4.

Research
Instruction
Assessment
Reflection

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
 Students will choose an advanced biology topic of their choice to research and present to
the class. The presentation must last forty minutes and students are required to
incorporate a hands-on activity to reinforce their content. Each student is required to
create an assessment based on his/her lesson, which is used to create a summative
assessment.
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Summative Assessment:
 Students will take a summative assessment based on all class presentations. Each year the
type of exam and number of questions will differ based on the particular content
presented.
Resources
Core
 Mader, Sylvia S., and Michael Windelspechet. Biology. 10th ed. New York: McGrawHill, 2013. Print.
Supplemental
 Various print and online resources selected by the student.
Time Allotment


Approximately four weeks
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COURSE CREDIT
1.25 credits in science
One class period daily, plus laboratory, for a full year

PREREQUISITES
Grade of B+ or higher in Honors Integrated Physical Science with teacher recommendation, or
Completion of Advanced College-Preparatory Biology or Honors Biology with teacher
recommendation and Department Chair permission.

CURRENT REFERENCES
AP Biology Investigative Labs: An Inquiry-Based Approach. New York: College Board, 2013.
Print.
AP Central. “AP Biology.” https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-biology?course=apbiology. Web.

ASSURED STUDENT PERFORMANCE RUBRICS




Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric (attached)
Trumbull High School School-Wide Problem-Solving Rubric (attached)
Trumbull High School School-Wide Independent Learning and Thinking Rubric (attached)
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric
Category/
Weight

Purpose
X_______

Exemplary
4
Student work:




Organization
X_______






Content
X_______




Use of
Language
X_______






Goal
3
Student work:

Establishes and
maintains a clear
purpose
Demonstrates an
insightful understanding
of audience and task



Reflects sophisticated
organization throughout
Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
Maintains a clear focus
Utilizes effective
transitions



Is accurate, explicit, and
vivid
Exhibits ideas that are
highly developed and
enhanced by specific
details and examples



Demonstrates excellent
use of language
Demonstrates a highly
effective use of standard
writing that enhances
communication
Contains few or no
errors. Errors do not
detract from meaning
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Working Toward Goal
2
Student work:

Establishes and
maintains a purpose
Demonstrates an
accurate awareness of
audience and task




Reflects organization
throughout
Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
Maintains a focus
Utilizes transitions







Is accurate and
relevant
Exhibits ideas that are
developed and
supported by details
and examples



Demonstrates
competent use of
language
Demonstrates
effective use of
standard writing
conventions
Contains few errors
Most errors do not
detract from meaning









Needs Support
1-0
Student work:

Establishes a purpose
Demonstrates an
awareness of audience
and task



Reflects some
organization throughout
Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas at
times
Maintains a vague focus
May utilize some
ineffective transitions



May contain some
inaccuracies
Exhibits ideas that are
partially supported by
details and examples



Demonstrates use of
language
Demonstrates use of
standard writing
conventions
Contains errors that
detract from meaning















Does not establish a
clear purpose
Demonstrates
limited/no awareness
of audience and task

Reflects little/no
organization
Lacks logical
progression of ideas
Maintains little/no
focus
Utilizes ineffective or
no transitions
Is inaccurate and
unclear
Exhibits limited/no
ideas supported by
specific details and
examples
Demonstrates limited
competency in use of
language
Demonstrates limited
use of standard
writing conventions
Contains errors that
make it difficult to
determine meaning
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Problem-Solving Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Working Toward Goal
2

Needs Support
1-0

Understanding
X_______



Student demonstrates
clear understanding of
the problem and the
complexities of the task



Student demonstrates
sufficient
understanding of the
problem and most of
the complexities of
the task



Student demonstrates
some understanding
of the problem but
requires assistance to
complete the task



Student demonstrates
limited or no
understanding of the
fundamental problem
after assistance with
the task

Research
X_______



Student gathers
compelling information
from multiple sources
including digital, print,
and interpersonal



Student gathers
sufficient
information from
multiple sources
including digital,
print, and
interpersonal



Student gathers some
information from few
sources including
digital, print, and
interpersonal



Student gathers
limited or no
information

Reasoning and
Strategies
X_______



Student demonstrates
strong critical thinking
skills to develop a
comprehensive plan
integrating multiple
strategies



Student demonstrates
sufficient critical
thinking skills to
develop a cohesive
plan integrating
strategies



Student demonstrates
some critical
thinking skills to
develop a plan
integrating some
strategies



Student demonstrates
limited or no critical
thinking skills and no
plan

Final Product
and/or
Presentation
X_______



Solution shows deep
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
extensive use of 21stcentury technology
skills



Solution shows
sufficient
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
sufficient use of 21stcentury technology
skills



Solution shows some
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows some
use of 21st-century
technology skills



Solution shows
limited or no
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
limited or no use of
21st-century
technology skills
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Trumbull High School School-Wide
Independent Learning and Thinking Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Working Toward
Goal
2

Needs Support
1-0

Proposal
X_______



Student demonstrates a
strong sense of initiative
by generating
compelling questions,
creating uniquely
original projects/work



Student demonstrates
initiative by
generating
appropriate questions,
creating original
projects/work



Student demonstrates
some initiative by
generating questions,
creating appropriate
projects/work



Student demonstrates
limited or no initiative
by generating few
questions and creating
projects/work

Independent
Research &
Development
X_______



Student is analytical,
insightful, and works
independently to reach a
solution



Student is analytical,
and works
productively to reach
a solution



Student reaches a
solution with
direction



Student is unable to
reach a solution
without consistent
assistance

Presentation of
Final Product
X_______



Presentation shows
compelling evidence of
an independent learner
and thinker
Solution shows deep
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
extensive and
appropriate application
of 21st-century skills



Presentation shows
clear evidence of an
independent learner
and thinker
Solution shows
adequate
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
adequate application
of 21st-century skills



Presentation shows
some evidence of an
independent learner
and thinker
Solution shows some
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows some
application of 21stcentury skills



Presentation shows
limited or no
evidence of an
independent learner
and thinker
Solution shows
limited or no
understanding of the
problem and its
components
Solution shows
limited or no
application of 21stcentury skills
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CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS
The Trumbull School Community engages in an environment conducive to learning which
believes that all students will read and write effectively, therefore communicating in an
articulate and coherent manner. All students will participate in activities that present problemsolving through critical thinking. Students will use technology as a tool applying it to decision
making. We believe that by fostering self-confidence, self-directed and student-centered
activities, we will promote independent thinkers and learners. We believe ethical conduct to
be paramount in sustaining the welcoming school climate that we presently enjoy.
Approved 8/26/2011

INTRODUCTION & PHILOSOPHY
Why are people still fascinated by mythological stories and characters after thousands of years?
What makes world mythology such an enduring topic, and why is it relevant to 21st-century
thinkers and learners? The answer is simple: mythology is the foundation of all storytelling,
literature, art, and human interactions. In order to understand the societies and works of the
present, we must first look to the myths of the past.
In Honors Mythology, students explore cultures and their respective mythologies from around
the world, ranging from Alaska to Polynesia . . . and everywhere in between! The course units
are arranged based on the following archetypes: creation myths, fertility myths, the afterlife, and
hero myths. Students will examine these myths through the lenses of story, culture, and human
nature.
The reading and writing assignments of the course are intensive. Students will write extensively
on a weekly basis in response to the course texts. In the final unit, all students are required to
complete an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of 8-10 pages and an individual inclass presentation for an entire class period. This independent project will focus on connections
between our studies of classic mythology and our analysis of “modern myths” (fiction).

COURSE GOALS
The following course goals derive from the 2010 Connecticut Core Standards.
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text
and analyze their development over the course of the
text, including how they interact and build on one
another to produce a complex account; provide an
objective summary of the text.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered,
how the characters are introduced and developed).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.5

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and
analyze their development over the course of the text,
including how they interact and build on one another to
provide a complex analysis; provide an objective
summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop over the course of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in the text, including figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses
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and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.5

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument,
including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.6

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text
in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing
how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
publish, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research
projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.8

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative
print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience;
integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a
standard format for citation.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.5

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual,
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

Honors Mythology

5

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

The following standards derive from the 2016 International Society for Technology in Education
Standards.
ISTE Empowered
Students leverage technology to take an active role in choosing, achieving,
Learner
and demonstrating competency in their learning goals, informed by the
(Standard 1)
learning sciences.
ISTE Digital Citizen Students recognize the rights, responsibilities, and opportunities of living,
(Standard 2)
learning, and working in an interconnected digital world, and they act and
model in ways that are safe, legal, and ethical.
ISTE Knowledge
Constructor
(Standard 3)

Students critically curate a variety of resources using digital tools to
construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts, and make meaningful
learning experiences for themselves and others.

ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Students communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a
variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital
media appropriate to their goals.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Students use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their
learning by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams
locally and globally.
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COURSE ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that . . .
 mythology is the foundation of all storytelling, literature, art, and human interactions.
 mythology establishes storytelling patterns.
 mythology relates to the respective cultures of its time.
 mythology reveals human nature from ancient times to modern day.
 the study of mythology relates to the study of modern art and literature.

COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS





Why does mythology endure?
How are individual cultures revealed through their respective myths?
How does mythology reveal us? shape us? reflect us?
What common threads of mythology connect all cultures and time periods?

COURSE KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS
Students will know . . .








the three main lenses for the study of mythology: story, culture, and human nature.
the defining characteristics of the major story types of world mythology, including
creation stories, fertility stories, afterlife stories, and hero stories.
the time, place, geography, government, religion, and society of each mythological
storyteller.
the influence of Joseph Campbell on the modern study of world mythology, including
the message of myth, the hero’s adventure, and the first storytellers.
the mythological influence on Dante Aligheri’s Inferno.
the ways in which mythology influences modern literature.

Students will be able to . . .
 identify archetypes which exist across multiple examples of the major story types of
world mythology.
 analyze selected myths through the lenses of story, culture, and human nature.
 utilize nonfiction writing and media to further their understanding of world
mythology.
 engage in daily discussions about mythological works read.
 write analytical documents of 3-4 pages in response to selected stories from each of
the major story types of world mythology.
 synthesize their knowledge of creation myths in the form of a thesis-driven essay of
5-6 pages.
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identify the mythological influence on Dante Aligheri’s Inferno, explore Dante’s
purpose as a writer, and analyze Dante’s viewpoints as they relate to his contrapasso
punishment structure, concluding in an in-class timed writing assessment.
develop an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay and presentation on a
“modern myth” (literature), utilizing knowledge gained from the study of world
mythology.
participate in extended student presentations as active learners, listeners, and
questioners.
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COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Name
Mythology
Level
Honors
Prerequisites
Successful completion of grades 9, 10, and 11 English.
Materials Required
None
General Description of the Course
Honors Mythology is an elective for seniors which offers a comprehensive look at world
mythology through a variety of themes and topics. The course is divided into units of
study including: creation myths, the hero cycle, the afterlife, and themes such as duality,
fertility, and the fall from grace. Students will explore and analyze myths from three
different perspectives: myth as literature, myth as a glimpse into a culture’s ideas and
values, and myth as a commentary on the human experience.
Assured Assessments
Formative Assessments:




Reader response (Units 1, 3, 5)
Class participation (Units 2, 4)
Active listening to student presentations (Unit 5)

Summative Assessments:





Synthesis essay (Unit 1)
Reader response (Units 2, 4)
Timed in-class analytical writing (Unit 3)
Thesis-driven argumentative essay and in-class presentation (Unit 5)

Core Texts
Aligheri, Dante. The Inferno. Print.
Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers. PBS, 1988. DVD.
Rosenberg, Donna. Glencoe World Mythology: An Anthology of the Great Myths and
Epics. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2006. Print.
Stillman, Peter R. Introduction to Myth. 2nd ed. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1985. Print.
student-selected text (book, film, graphic novel, television show)
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UNIT 1
Introduction & Creation Myths
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence from selected
introductions to myth and creation myths to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of
creation stories and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide
an objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in creation myths, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what creation myths and Donna
Rosenberg’s notes say explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in creation myths and Donna Rosenberg’s
notes, including figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze how Rosenberg uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a
text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of unit
topics and specific creation myths, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2

In a summative assessment of 5-6 pages, write
informative/explanatory text to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization,
and analysis of content.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

In reader responses of 3-4 pages and a summative
assessment of 5-6 pages, produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

In reader responses of 3-4 pages, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing
on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

In reader responses of 3-4 pages, draw evidence from
Campbell’s, Rosenberg’s, and Stillman’s literary and
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
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opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.
CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

In all writing assignments, apply knowledge of
language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

ISTE Empowered Learner
(Standard 1)

Leverage technology to take an active role in choosing,
achieving, and demonstrating competency in their
learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.

ISTE Knowledge Constructor
(Standard 3)

Critically curate a variety of resources using digital
tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts,
and make meaningful learning experiences for
themselves and others.

Unit Essential Questions



Why do people study mythology? What’s there to learn?
Why does mythology still play a major part in modern storytelling?
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What do the motifs of creation myths reveal about early cultures? How can we relate to
them as modern world citizens?

Scope and Sequence

















Chapter 1 of Peter Stillman’s text, Introduction to Myth, and/or Introduction to Donna
Rosenberg’s text, Glencoe World Mythology
Episode 2 of Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers: “The Message of
the Myth”
The three main lenses for the study of mythology: story, culture, and human nature.
“Enuma Elish” (Babylon)
“Creation of the Titans and Gods” (Greece)
“Creation, Death, Rebirth” (Norway)
“Creation Cycle” (New Zealand)
“Creation of the Universe” (China)
“Creation of the Universe and Ife” (Africa)
“Origin of Life and Fire” (Africa)
“Wanadi The Creator” (Venezuela)
“Creation Cycle” (Mexico)
“The Emergence” (Navajo)
“The Woman Who Fell From The Sky” (Iroquois)
Donna Rosenberg’s notes on each creation myth
Key unit terms and concepts:
o Emasculation
o Matriarchal society vs. patriarchal society
o The creation of humans from clay, dirt, blood, etc.
o The cyclical nature of life and the renewal of the world
o The dismemberment of bodies to create life, earth, and the heavens
o The distinction between the ages of the world
o The egg or container of life
o The great flood and other great catastrophes
o The progression from hunters/gatherers to conquerors to the city state
o The conflict between the old and the new and the replacement of the old with the new

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
Students will write one reader response of 3-4 pages on the course introductory content, and one
reader response of 3-4 pages on a creation story. The introductory content assignment will ask
students to select and respond to one concept or idea in the introductory materials. The creation
story assignment will ask students to explore what a specific story tells the reader about the
people and culture of the story’s respective ancient civilization. Students will be asked to address
specific elements of introduction materials and the creation myth itself to formulate ideas.
Students will receive instruction on the assessment rubric and how to write a complete response;
conferencing will be available for students as they complete their writing. The assignments will
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be weighted equally as two of four total 3-4-page writing assessment grades in the first marking
period.
Summative Assessment:
After reading and discussing all creation myths, students will write a creation myth thesis-driven
synthesis essay of 5-6 pages. The assignment will ask students to develop a thesis on a major
motif of creation myths. They will use two different stories, and their respective cultures, to
support their thesis statement, and they will include direct quotations from both stories as
evidence. Students will receive instruction on how to decide on a motif for further exploration,
how to select convincing evidence, how to follow the assessment rubric, and how to write a
complete response; conferencing will be available for students as they draft their essays. The
assessment will be weighted as a major grade in the first marking period.
Resources
Core
 Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers. PBS, 1988. DVD.
 Rosenberg, Donna. Glencoe World Mythology: An Anthology of the Great Myths and
Epics. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2006. Print.
 Stillman, Peter R. Introduction to Myth. 2nd ed. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1985. Print.
Supplemental
 The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian
McKellen, Viggo Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2001. DVD.
 Moana. Dir. Ron Clements, Don Hall, John Musker, and Chris Williams. Perf. Auli’I
Cravalho, Dwayne Johnson. Buena Vista, 2016. DVD.
 A Monster Calls. Dir. J.A. Bayona. Perf. Felicity Jones, Liam Neeson, Sigourney
Weaver. Focus, 2016. DVD.
Time Allotment
 Approximately three weeks
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UNIT 2
Fertility Myths
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence from fertility
myths to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,
including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of
fertility stories and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide
an objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in fertility myths, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what fertility myths and Donna Rosenberg’s
notes say explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in fertility myths and Donna Rosenberg’s
notes, including figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze how Rosenberg uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a
text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of unit
topics and specific fertility myths, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, produce clear and
coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing
on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, draw evidence from
Campbell’s, Rosenberg’s, and Stillman’s literary and
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, apply knowledge of
language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

ISTE Empowered Learner
(Standard 1)

Leverage technology to take an active role in choosing,
achieving, and demonstrating competency in their
learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.

ISTE Knowledge Constructor
(Standard 3)

Critically curate a variety of resources using digital
tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts,
and make meaningful learning experiences for
themselves and others.

Unit Essential Questions





How are individual cultures revealed through the types of fertility myth they tell?
Despite the differences between the two types of fertility myth, what are the common
threads of this general story type?
What do the motifs of fertility myths reveal about early cultures? How can we relate to
fertility myths as modern world citizens?
Why are the motifs of fertility myths still so prevalent in today’s culture and storytelling
(holidays, festivals, seasons)?
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Scope and Sequence











The two types of fertility myths (fertility of the body and nature, fertility of the soul and
spirituality)
Episode 3 of Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers: “The First
Storytellers”
“Telepinu” (Middle East)
“Demeter and Persephone” (Greece)
“Amaterasu” (Japan)
“Sedna” (Alaska)
“Osiris, Horus, Isis” (Egypt)
“Death of Balder” (Norway)
Donna Rosenberg’s notes on each fertility myth
Key unit terms and concepts:
o First type of fertility myth (fertility of the body and nature)
 Festivals and celebrations
 The three seasons (planting, harvest, the dead season)
 The cycle of life on earth
o Second type of fertility myth (fertility of the soul and spirituality)
 Evil
 Fertility god or king
 Martyrs
 No longer connected to seasons
 Resurrection

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
Students will prepare for class by reading each fertility myth and taking notes on each story
using the three lenses of mythology. Students will use these materials to participate daily in
class. The grade will count as a minor grade in the first marking period.
Summative Assessment:
Students will write a reader response of 3-4 pages on a fertility story. The fertility story
assignment will ask students to examine a specific motif and explain how that motif functions
within the fertility story. They will be asked to identify multiple examples of the motif in the
story, and explain its role and purpose in the story. Students will receive instruction on how to
follow the assessment rubric and how to write a complete response; conferencing will be
available for students as they complete their writing. The assignment will be weighted equally as
one of four total 3-4-page writing assessment grades in the first marking period.
Resources
Core
 Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers. PBS, 1988. DVD.
 Rosenberg, Donna. Glencoe World Mythology: An Anthology of the Great Myths and
Epics. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2006. Print.
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Supplemental
 Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Sean Connery, John
Rhys-Davies, Alison Doody, Harrison Ford. Paramount, 1989. DVD.
 Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Kate Capshaw,
Harrison Ford, Jonathan Ke Quan. Paramount, 1984. DVD.
 Krampus. Dir. Michael Dougherty. Perf. Toni Collette, David Koechner, Adam Scott.
Universal, 2015. DVD.
 Raiders of the Lost Ark. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Karen Allen, Harrison Ford, Paul
Freeman. Paramount, 1981. DVD.
 Trick ’r Treat. Dir. Michael Dougherty. Perf. Dylan Baker, Brian Cox, Anna Paquin.
Warner Bros., 2008. DVD.
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 3
The Afterlife
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence from Dante
Aligheri’s The Inferno to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of
Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how
they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the
text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3

Analyze the impact of Aligheri’s choices regarding how
to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g.,
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including words with multiple meanings or language
that is particularly fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.5

Analyze how Aligheri’s choices concerning how to
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6

Analyze a case in which grasping Aligheri’s point of
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,
including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2

Determine two or more central ideas of Dante
Aligheri’s The Inferno and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact
and build on one another to provide a complex analysis;
provide an objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop over the course of John Ciardi’s
notes.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno and John
Ciardi’s notes, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the
course of a text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.5

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure
John Ciardi uses in his exposition or argument,
including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of unit
topics and Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

In a reader response of 3-4 pages and an in-class
writing on Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno, produce clear
and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing
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on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, draw evidence from
Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno and John Ciardi’s notes to
support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

In a reader response of 3-4 pages and an in-class
writing on Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno, apply
knowledge of language to understand how language
functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading or listening.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

ISTE Empowered Learner
(Standard 1)

Leverage technology to take an active role in choosing,
achieving, and demonstrating competency in their
learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.

ISTE Knowledge Constructor
(Standard 3)

Critically curate a variety of resources using digital
tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts,
and make meaningful learning experiences for
themselves and others.

Unit Essential Questions





Why is Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno still viewed as important hundreds of years after
having been written? How do modern works relate to The Inferno and/or draw from The
Inferno?
How are Dante Aligheri’s culture, beliefs, and societal values revealed through The
Inferno?
In what ways do the sins and contrapasso punishments of Dante Aligheri’s The Inferno
reveal us? shape us? reflect us? In what ways do they not?
Which common threads of mythology connect us to the culture and time period Dante
Aligheri’s The Inferno?

Scope and Sequence






Recap of afterlife themes and motifs in creation myths and fertility myths
The life and times of Dante Alighieri and the concept of contrapasso punishments
Dante Alighieri’s The Inferno
John Ciardi’s notes on The Inferno
Key unit terms and concepts:
o Dante’s ego and motivations behind his literary choices
o Catholic doctrine and politics of Dante Alighieri’s time period

Honors Mythology

23

o
o
o
o

Contrapasso punishments
Mythological underworlds
The role of evil and Satan
Source materials: The Bible, Greek mythology, history

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
Students will write one reader response of 3-4 pages on selected Cantos from Dante Alighieri’s
The Inferno. The assignment will ask students to explain what Dante’s ordering of the sins and
punishments up to that point in the reading reveals about Alighieri’s morals and values. They
will also be asked to connect their analysis to contemporary morals and values. Students will be
asked to address specific elements of John Ciardi’s notes and Dante Alighieri’s The Inferno to
formulate ideas. Students will receive instruction on how to follow the assessment rubric and
how to write a complete response; conferencing will be available for students as they complete
their writing. The assignment will be weighted equally as one of four total 3-4-page writing
assessment grades in the first marking period.
Summative Assessment:
After reading Dante Alighieri’s The Inferno, students will write one timed in-class assessment.
The assignment will ask students to compare and contrast the ways in which Dante’s The Inferno
relates to some of the creation myths, fertility myths, and mythological underworlds studied in
class so far. They will be asked to go beyond making surface-level connections between the
monsters of Greek mythology featured in Dante’s book, and to focus on the deeper themes and
motifs of mythology in comparison to The Inferno. They will be asked to explore their
comparisons through the lenses of story, culture, and human nature throughout their responses.
Students will have one full class period to complete their response. Students will receive
instruction on how to connect The Inferno to mythology, how to select convincing evidence, and
how to write a complete response. The assignment will be weighted as a major grade in the first
marking period.
Resources
Core
 Aligheri, Dante. The Inferno. Print.
 Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers. PBS, 1988. DVD.
 Rosenberg, Donna. Glencoe World Mythology: An Anthology of the Great Myths and
Epics. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2006. Print.
Supplemental
 A Ghost Story. Dir. David Lowery. Perf. Casey Affleck, Rooney Mara. A24, 2017. DVD.
 Ghostbusters. Dir. Ivan Reitman. Perf. Dan Aykroyd, Bill Murray, Harold Ramis.
Columbia, 1984. DVD.
 The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian McKellen, Viggo
Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2002. DVD.
Time Allotment
 Approximately three weeks
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UNIT 4
Hero Myths
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence from hero
myths to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,
including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of hero
myths and analyze their development over the course of
the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to produce a complex account; provide an
objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered,
how the characters are introduced and developed).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in hero myths, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.5

Analyze how the structure of specific parts of a hero
cycle (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story,
the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contributes to its overall structure and meaning as well
as its aesthetic impact.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what hero myths and Donna Rosenberg’s
notes say explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in hero myths and Donna Rosenberg’s notes,
including figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze how Rosenberg uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a
text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of unit
topics and specific hero myths, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, produce clear and
coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing
on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

In a reader response of 3-4 pages, draw evidence from
Campbell’s, Rosenberg’s, and Stillman’s literary and
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

In all writing assignments, apply knowledge of
language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

ISTE Empowered Learner
(Standard 1)

Leverage technology to take an active role in choosing,
achieving, and demonstrating competency in their
learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.

ISTE Knowledge Constructor
(Standard 3)

Critically curate a variety of resources using digital
tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts,
and make meaningful learning experiences for
themselves and others.
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Unit Essential Questions





Why are hero stories still the most popular stories told today? Why are today’s heroes
still undergoing the same classical hero cycle?
How does each hero respond to his/her individual cultural beliefs and values?
What does our fascination with heroes and their deeds reveal about us?
Which common threads of the hero cycle most connect to all cultures and time periods?

Scope and Sequence














Lesson on the hero cycle
Episode 1 of Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers: “The Hero’s
Adventure”
Chapter 2 of Peter Stillman’s text, Introduction to Myth
“Gilgamesh” (Middle East)
“Esfandyar” (Middle East)
“Heracles” (Greek)
“Chi-Li” (China)
“The Theft of Thor’s Hammer” (Norway)
“Sigurd” (Norway)
“Gassire’s Lute” (Africa)
“Quetzalcoatl” (Mexico)
Donna Rosenberg’s notes on each hero myth
Key unit terms and concepts:
o Apotheosis
o Classical heroes vs. modern heroes
o Immortality
o The dual role of the serpent in mythology (temptation vs. rebirth)
o The main phases of the hero cycle (the departure, the trials, the return)
o Phallic symbols
o Supernatural aids

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessment:
Students will prepare for class by reading each hero myth and taking notes on each story using
the three lenses of mythology. Students will use these materials to participate daily in class. The
grade will count as a minor grade in the second marking period.
Summative Assessment:
Students will write a reader response of 3-4 pages on a hero story. The hero story assignment
will ask students to examine a classical female heroine and take a stance on whether she is a
modern heroine or a person who is still bound by a patriarchal society. Students will be asked to
provide multiple pieces of evidence from the myth to support their position. Students will receive
instruction on how to follow the assessment rubric and how to write a complete response;
conferencing will be available for students as they complete their writing. The assignment will
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be weighted equally as one of two total 3-4-page writing assessment grades in the second
marking period.
Resources
Core
 Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers. PBS, 1988. DVD.
 Rosenberg, Donna. Glencoe World Mythology: An Anthology of the Great Myths and
Epics. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2006. Print.
 Stillman, Peter R. Introduction to Myth. 2nd ed. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1985. Print.
Supplemental
 Conan the Barbarian. Dir. John Milius. Perf. James Earl Jones, Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Max von Sydow. Universal, 1982. DVD.
 Labyrinth. Dir. Jim Henson. Perf. David Bowie, Jennifer Connelly. TriStar, 1986. DVD.
 The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian McKellen,
Viggo Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2003. DVD.
 Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Dir. J.J. Abrams. Perf. John Boyega, Harrison Ford,
Oscar Isaac, Daisy Ridley. Buena Vista, 2015. DVD.
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 5
“Modern Myths”
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what the selected text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of the
selected text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide
an objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3

Analyze the impact of the author’s/writer’s/director’s
choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and
developed).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in the selected text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging or beautiful.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.5

Analyze how an author’s/writer’s/director’s choices
concerning how to structure specific parts of the
selected text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a
story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in the selected text
from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
or understatement).

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently
and proficiently.
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CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what the selected text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2

Determine two or more central ideas of the selected text
and analyze their development over the course of the
text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an
objective summary of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop over the course of the selected text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in the selected text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how the
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or
terms over the course of the text.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.10

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11-12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1

In an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of
8-10 pages, write an argument to support claims in an
analysis of unit topics and the selected text, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4

In an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of
8-10 pages, produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5

In an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of
8-10 pages, develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
publish, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.

Honors Mythology

31

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research
projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; on an
independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of 8-10
pages, synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.8

For an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay
of 8-10 pages, gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose,
and audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9

In an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of
8-10 pages, draw evidence from literary and
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4

In a class presentation of the independent thesis from
the argumentative essay of 8-10 pages, present
information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or
opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
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organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal
and informal tasks.
CCS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.5

In a class presentation of the independent thesis from
the argumentative essay of 8-10 pages, make strategic
use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to
enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence and to add interest.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3

In an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of
8-10 pages, apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrases important to comprehension or
expression.

ISTE Empowered Learner
(Standard 1)

Leverage technology to take an active role in choosing,
achieving, and demonstrating competency in their
learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.
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ISTE Digital Citizen
(Standard 2)

Recognize the rights, responsibilities, and opportunities
of living, learning, and working in an interconnected
digital world, and they act and model in ways that are
safe, legal, and ethical.

ISTE Knowledge Constructor
(Standard 3)

Critically curate a variety of resources using digital
tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts,
and make meaningful learning experiences for
themselves and others.

ISTE Creative Communicator
(Standard 6)

Communicate clearly and express themselves creatively
for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools,
styles, formats, and digital media appropriate to their
goals.

ISTE Global Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and
enrich their learning by collaborating with others and
working effectively in teams locally and globally.

Unit Essential Questions




How can the study of mythology be applied to the study of the literature of today
(“modern myths”)?
How does modern storytelling reveal us? shape us? reflect us?
Which common threads of mythology connect to modern cultures and storytelling?

Scope and Sequence






Lesson on text selection and thesis development
Review of sample thesis papers and presentations
Essay and presentation development
Student presentations
Key unit terms and concepts:
o Plagiarism
o Sources
o Thesis

Assured Assessments
Formative Assessments:
Students will write one reader response of 3-4 pages related to their thesis proposal. The thesis
proposal assignment will ask students to select one or two texts and develop one or two thesis
ideas which may be used for their summative assessment. Students will be asked to select
evidence they may use to support their ideas, and to identify areas for further research and
analysis. Students will receive instruction on how to follow the assessment rubric and how to
write a complete response; conferencing will be available for students as they complete their
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writing. The assignment will be weighted equally as one of two total 3-4-page writing
assessment grades in the second marking period.
Students will also participate as members of an audience for each student presentation by
completing presentation reflection sheets and asking questions. Presentation reflection sheets
will be graded holistically and will count as minor grades in the second marking period.
Summative Assessments:
Students will write an independent thesis-driven argumentative essay of 8-10 pages. The
assignment will ask students to select one text and develop one thesis-driven argumentative
essay. Students will be asked to provide multiple pieces of evidence from their selected text to
support their position. Students will receive instruction on how to follow the assessment rubric
and how to write a complete response; conferencing will be available for students as they
complete their writing. The assignment will be weighted as a major grade in the second marking
period.
Students will also present an individual in-class presentation of their independent thesis for a full
class period. Students will be asked to present their ideas and evidence in a whole class setting,
and answer student and instructor questions during the final portion of their presentation. Student
will receive instruction on how to follow the assessment rubric and how to write a complete
response; conferencing will be available for students as they complete their work. The
assignment will be weighted as a major grade in the second marking period.
Resources
Core
 student-selected text (book, film, graphic novel, television show)
Supplemental
 David, Peter. “What Happened to George Lucas?” Comic Buyer’s Guide Feb. 2009: 142144. Print.
 Gillam, Ken, and Shannon R. Wooden. “Post-Princess Models of Gender: The New Man
in Disney/Pixar.” Journal of Popular Film and Television 2008: 2-7. Print.
 Sample student essays
 Sample student presentations
Time Allotment
 Approximately seven weeks
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COURSE CREDIT
One-half credit in English
One class period daily for a half year

PREREQUISITES
Successful completion of grades 9, 10, and 11 English.

CURRENT REFERENCES

















Conan the Barbarian. Dir. John Milius. Perf. James Earl Jones, Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Max von Sydow. Universal, 1982. DVD.
David, Peter. “What Happened to George Lucas?” Comic Buyer’s Guide Feb. 2009: 142-144.
Print.
A Ghost Story. Dir. David Lowery. Perf. Casey Affleck, Rooney Mara. A24, 2017. DVD.
Ghostbusters. Dir. Ivan Reitman. Perf. Dan Aykroyd, Bill Murray, Harold Ramis. Columbia,
1984. DVD.
Gillam, Ken, and Shannon R. Wooden. “Post-Princess Models of Gender: The New Man in
Disney/Pixar.” Journal of Popular Film and Television 2008: 2-7. Print.
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Sean Connery, John RhysDavies, Alison Doody, Harrison Ford. Paramount, 1989. DVD.
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Kate Capshaw, Harrison
Ford, Jonathan Ke Quan. Paramount, 1984. DVD.
Krampus. Dir. Michael Dougherty. Perf. Toni Collette, David Koechner, Adam Scott.
Universal, 2015. DVD.
Labyrinth. Dir. Jim Henson. Perf. David Bowie, Jennifer Connelly. TriStar, 1986. DVD.
Leeming, David A. The World of Myth: An Anthology. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford, 2014.
Print.
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian McKellen,
Viggo Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2001. DVD.
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian McKellen, Viggo
Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2003. DVD.
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. Dir. Peter Jackson. Perf. Ian McKellen, Viggo
Mortensen, Elijah Wood. New Line, 2002. DVD.
Moana. Dir. Ron Clements, Don Hall, John Musker, and Chris Williams. Perf. Auli’I
Cravalho, Dwayne Johnson. Buena Vista, 2016. DVD.
A Monster Calls. Dir. J.A. Bayona. Perf. Felicity Jones, Liam Neeson, Sigourney Weaver.
Focus, 2016. DVD.
Raiders of the Lost Ark. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Karen Allen, Harrison Ford, Paul
Freeman. Paramount, 1981. DVD.
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Dir. J.J. Abrams. Perf. John Boyega, Harrison Ford, Oscar
Isaac, Daisy Ridley. Buena Vista, 2015. DVD.
Trick ’r Treat. Dir. Michael Dougherty. Perf. Dylan Baker, Brian Cox, Anna Paquin. Warner
Bros., 2008. DVD.

ASSURED STUDENT PERFORMANCE RUBRICS










Trumbull High School School-Wide Reading Rubric (attached)
Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric (attached)
Trumbull High School School-Wide Independent Learning and Thinking Rubric (attached)
English Department Writing Rubric (attached)
Honors Mythology Reader Response Rubric (attached)
Honors Mythology Creation Myth Thesis-Driven Synthesis Essay Rubric (attached)
Honors Mythology Participation Rubric (attached)
Honors Mythology Independent Thesis-Driven Argumentative Essay Rubric (attached)
Honors Mythology Full Class Presentation Rubric (attached)
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Reading Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Working Toward Goal
2

Needs Support
1-0

Respond
X_______

Demonstrates
exceptional
understanding of text
by:
 Clearly identifying
the purpose of the
text
 Providing initial
reaction richly
supported by text
 Providing a
perceptive
interpretation

Demonstrates
understanding of text
by:
 Identifying the
fundamental purpose
of the text
 Providing initial
reaction supported by
text
 Providing a
clear/straightforward
interpretation of the
text

Demonstrates general understanding
of text by:
 Partially identifying the purpose of
the text
 Providing initial reaction somewhat
supported by text
 Providing a superficial interpretation
of the text

Demonstrates limited or
no understanding of text
by:
 Not identifying the
purpose of the text
 Providing initial
reaction not supported
by text
 Providing an
interpretation not
supported by the text

Interpret
X_______

Demonstrates
exceptional
interpretation of text
by:
 Extensively
reshaping,
reflecting, revising,
and/or
deepening initial
understanding
 Constructing
insightful and
perceptive ideas
about the text.
 Actively raising
critical questions
and exploring
multiple
interpretations of the
text

Demonstrates ability to
interpret text by:
 Reshaping, reflecting,
revising, and/or
deepening initial
understanding
 Summarizing main
ideas of text
 Actively interpreting
text by raising
questions and looking
for answers in text

Demonstrates general ability to
interpret text by:
 Guided reflection and/or revision of
initial understanding
 Summarizing some of the main ideas
of text
 Guided interpretation of text by
locating answers to given questions
in text

Demonstrates limited
ability to interpret text as
evidenced by:
 Struggle to implement
guided reflection
and/or revision of
initial understanding
 Struggle to summarize
any main ideas of text
 Struggle to answer
questions by locating
responses in text

Connect
X_______

Demonstrates
perceptive connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Demonstrates specific
connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Demonstrates general connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Struggles to make
connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Evaluate
X_______

Demonstrates
insightful evaluation of
text by one or more of
the following:
 Critical analysis to
create a conclusion
supported by the text
 Perceptive
judgments about the
quality of the text
 Synthesis of text
 Expression of a
personal opinion

Demonstrates an
evaluation of text by one
or more of the
following:
 Critical analysis to
form a conclusion
from the text
 Thoughtful judgments
about the quality of
the text
 Evaluation of text to
express personal
opinion(s)

Demonstrates a general evaluation of
text by one or more of the following:
 Formulation of a superficial
conclusion from the text
 Assessment of the quality of the text
 Use of text to express personal
opinion(s)

Demonstrates a struggle
to evaluate the text by
one or more of the
following:
 Formulation of a
conclusion from the
text
 Assessment of the
quality of the text
 Use of text to express
personal opinion(s)
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4
Student work:

Goal
3
Student work:

Working Toward Goal
2
Student work:

Purpose
X_______



Establishes and maintains
a clear purpose
 Demonstrates an
insightful understanding
of audience and task



Establishes and
maintains a purpose
 Demonstrates an
accurate awareness of
audience and task




Organization
X_______



Reflects sophisticated
organization throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains a clear focus
 Utilizes effective
transitions



Reflects organization
throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains a focus
 Utilizes transitions

Content
X_______



Is accurate, explicit, and
vivid
 Exhibits ideas that are
highly developed and
enhanced by specific
details and examples




Use of
Language
X_______





Demonstrates excellent
use of language
 Demonstrates a highly
effective use of standard
writing that enhances
communication
 Contains few or no errors.
Errors do not detract from
meaning
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Is accurate and relevant
Exhibits ideas that are
developed and
supported by details and
examples

Demonstrates
competent use of
language
 Demonstrates effective
use of standard writing
conventions
 Contains few errors.
Most errors do not
detract from meaning

Needs Support
1-0
Student work:

Establishes a purpose
Demonstrates an
awareness of audience
and task





Reflects some
organization throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas at
times
 Maintains a vague focus
 May utilize some
ineffective transitions





May contain some
inaccuracies
 Exhibits ideas that are
partially supported by
details and examples







Demonstrates use of
language
 Demonstrates use of
standard writing
conventions
 Contains errors that
detract from meaning

Does not establish a
clear purpose
 Demonstrates
limited/no awareness of
audience and task
Reflects little/no
organization
 Lacks logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains little/no
focus
 Utilizes ineffective or
no transitions
Is inaccurate and
unclear
 Exhibits limited/no
ideas supported by
specific details and
examples
Demonstrates limited
competency in use of
language
 Demonstrates limited
use of standard writing
conventions
 Contains errors that
make it difficult to
determine meaning
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Trumbull High School School-Wide
Independent Learning and Thinking Rubric
Category/Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Proposal
X_______

Student demonstrates a
strong sense of initiative
by generating compelling
questions, creating
uniquely original
projects/work.

Student demonstrates initiative
by generating appropriate
questions, creating original
projects/work.

Student demonstrates
some initiative by
generating questions,
creating appropriate
projects/work.

Student demonstrates
limited or no initiative
by generating few
questions and creating
projects/work.

Independent
Research &
Development
X_______

Student is analytical,
insightful, and works
independently to reach a
solution.

Student is analytical, and
works productively to reach a
solution.

Student reaches a
solution with direction.

Student is unable to
reach a solution
without consistent
assistance.

Presentation of
Finished Product
X_______

Presentation shows
compelling evidence of an
independent learner and
thinker.
Solution shows deep
understanding of the
problem and its
components.
Solution shows extensive
and appropriate
application of 21st
Century Skills.

Presentation shows clear
evidence of an independent
learner and thinker.
Solution shows adequate
understanding of the problem
and its components.
Solution shows adequate
application of 21st Century
Skills.

Presentation shows
some evidence of an
independent learner
and thinker.
Solution shows some
understanding of the
problem and its
components.
Solution shows some
application of 21st
Century Skills.

Presentation shows
limited or no evidence
of an independent
learner and thinker.
Solution shows limited
or no understanding of
the problem.
Solution shows limited
or no application of
21st Century Skills.
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2
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT WRITING RUBRIC
Claim/Thesis

Evidence

Explanation
Ideas are insightful and the explanation
of thinking demonstrates a clear,
thorough, and convincing connection
between the evidence and the claim.
Explanation thoroughly answers the
questions “How do you know? and “So
what?”

Writing Conventions
Writing demonstrates purposeful
organization, clear coherence, and smooth
progression of ideas. The writer uses
appropriate language for his/her audience
and purpose. The piece is free of most errors
in grammar and mechanics. Quotes are cited
according to MLA style.

Claim is clear, specific,
and expresses a complex
argument. It opens
divergent, insightful
understanding of the
text.

Convincing evidence (not previously
discussed in class/not obvious within
the text) supports the claim. Quotes
are incorporated seamlessly with
appropriate introductory context.

Claim is clear, specific,
and states an arguable
interpretation of text.

Evidence (quotes or well-selected
paraphrase previously discussed in
class/more obvious within the text)
adequately supports the claim.
Quotes are incorporated with
appropriate introductory context.

Ideas are explained adequately and
connect the evidence to the claim.
Explanation adequately answers the
questions “How do you know?” and/or
“So what?”

Writing demonstrates adequate
organization, coherence, and progression of
ideas. The writer uses appropriate but
inconsistent language for audience and
purpose. Grammatical and mechanical
errors are present. Inconsistent use of
correct MLA citation.

Proficient
(3)

Progressing
(2)

Claim attempts to
demonstrate an
interpretation of the text
but may not be arguable
and/or may not be
focused on or fully
address the prompt.

Evidence is present but may not
clearly support the claim, may be
more focused on repeating the claim
rather than supporting it, or may
merely reference a plot point. Quotes
are not introduced with appropriate
context.

Ideas display gaps in thinking or may
merely repeat the claim or evidence.
Explanation attempts to connect
evidence to claim but is inadequate
and/or not convincing. Explanation
does not answer the questions “How do
you know?” and “So what?”

Writing demonstrates limited organization
with lapses in coherence and/or progression
of ideas. The writer uses informal language
for audience and purpose. An accumulation
of grammatical and mechanical errors is
present. MLA citation is incorrect.

Emerging
(1)

Claim is unclear, rooted
in inaccuracies, and/or a
statement of fact. It does
not set up an
interpretation for the
response.

Evidence is not present or not clearly
referenced and/or not relevant to the
claim. If used, evidence may simply
restate a plot point (summary).

Explanation is not present, may be
unrelated to claim and evidence, and/or
introduces no new thinking to the
response. Explanation may offer
discussion about topic(s) that is
unrelated to the evidence and claim.

Writing is disorganized and/or unfocused
with pervasive errors in grammar and
mechanics that interfere with meaning.
MLA citation is not used.

(0)

Unacceptable / No Score

Unacceptable / No Score

Unacceptable / No Score

Unacceptable / No Score

Exemplary
(4)
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HONORS MYTHOLOGY READER RESPONSE RUBRIC
20-18 points
 Fully developed ideas with exceptional support
 Many solid, insightful examples from text
 Well-written in terms of structure, word choice, and voice
 Three to four pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point type)
 Answers the question fully; directions followed
17-16 points
 Developed ideas with adequate support
 Some strong examples from text
 Structure is effective and word choice is appropriate
 Two to three pages in length
 Answers the question; directions followed
15-13 points
 Partially developed ideas with some support
 Few examples from text; unrelated examples
 Unstructured and confusing; simple word choice; lacking voice
 One to two pages in length
 Question not fully answered or considered
12-8 points
 Few, underdeveloped ideas with little support
 One example or less; inappropriate examples
 Lack of coherency; difficult to follow
 One to ½ page or less in length
 Question ignored or not answered
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HONORS MYTHOLOGY CREATION MYTH THESIS-DRIVEN
SYNTHESIS ESSAY RUBRIC
A Range
 Your essay contains a solid, original, arguable thesis. Your essay focuses on 2 stories that have
been assigned from the anthology.
 Your focus on plot is minimal. All body paragraphs focus on explaining why the motif exists,
what purpose it serves, and why people need it as a part of their creation stories. Your
connections to the culture of the people telling the stories are specific and accurate, drawing from
the introductions and from independent research.
 You clearly address the motif fully and answer all of the essential questions correctly and
insightfully.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to support your original ideas
about culture (which have not been covered in class), and you analyze them completely.
 Well-written in terms of structure, word choice, and voice. Virtually flawless.
 Between 5-6 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
B Range
 Your essay contains a solid, arguable thesis. Your essay focuses on 2 stories that have been
assigned from the anthology.
 You focus a little too much on plot. Many of your body paragraphs focus on explaining why the
motif exists, what purpose it serves, and why people need it as a part of their creation stories.
Your connections to the culture of the people telling the stories are sometimes vague.
 You properly address the motif, but you do not completely explore it. You answer most of the
essential questions correctly and insightfully.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to support original ideas
about culture (which sometimes have already been covered in class), and you analyze them
completely.
 Structure is effective and word choice is appropriate.
 Between 5-6 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
C Range
 Essay contains a basic thesis or restates the prompt. Your essay focuses on fewer than 2 or more
than 2 stories. Some of the stories may not have been assigned from the anthology.
 Your essay focuses heavily on plot or retelling the stories. The majority of your body paragraph is
about plot. Your body paragraphs do not always explain why the motif exists, what purpose it
serves, and why people need it as a part of their creation stories. Your connections to the culture
of the people telling the stories are vague and/or incorrect.
 You address the motif, but you don’t always fully explore it. You don’t always answer the
essential questions correctly and/or insightfully.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and your
statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Some ideas may lack quotes for
support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) may be questionable.
 Structure may not meet the needs of the prompt due to content and/or grammatical issues,
including word choice or voice.
 Between 4-6 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
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D Range
 Essay contains a flawed thesis or restates the prompt. Your essay focuses on fewer than 2 or more
than 2 stories. Some of the stories may not have been assigned from the anthology.
 Your essay almost entirely retells plot. Your body paragraphs do not explain why the motif exists,
what purpose it serves, and why people need it as a part of their creation stories; or your answers
to these questions are incorrect. Your connections to the culture of the people telling the stories
are factually incorrect.
 You don’t always address the motif or explore it. You rarely answer the essential questions and/or
your answers are incorrect.
 Your quotes may not be properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and
your statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Some ideas may lack quotes
for support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) is questionable.
 Unstructured and/or confusing; simple word choice; lacks voice.
 Between 4-6 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
F Range
 Essay contains a confusing thesis or no thesis. Your essay focuses on fewer than 2 or more than 2
stories. Some of the stories may not have been assigned from the anthology.
 Your essay almost entirely retells plot. Your body paragraphs do not explain why the motif exists,
what purpose it serves, and why people need it as a part of their creation stories; or your answers
to these questions are incorrect. Your understanding of the stories and/or the culture is incorrect.
Your connections to the culture of the people telling the stories are factually incorrect and
unreasonable. Prompt questions are ignored or not answered.
 You do not properly address the motif or explore it. You do not answer many of the essential
questions and/or your answers are far off base.
 Your quotes may not be properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and
your statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Most ideas may lack quotes
for support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) is questionable.
 Lack of coherence; difficult to follow.
 Between 3-6 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
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HONORS MYTHOLOGY PARTICIPATION RUBRIC
30-27 points
 Participates daily in class discussions
 Responds to and builds on other students’ ideas
 Offers insightful evidence from the text as support for ideas
 Respects and actively listens to others’ ideas/opinions
26-24 points
 Participates frequently in class discussions
 Responds to other students’ ideas
 Sometimes offers textual support for ideas
 Respects and listens to others’ ideas/opinions
23-21 points
 Rarely participates in class discussions, but offers relevant statements when called upon
by instructor
 Rarely responds to other students’ ideas
 Rarely offers textual support for ideas
 Sometimes distracted or inattentive to others’ ideas/opinions
20-12 points
 Fails to participate in class discussions, even when called upon by instructor
 Does not respond to other students’ ideas
 Does not offer textual support for ideas
 Distracted or inattentive to others’ ideas/opinions
11-0 points
 Defiantly refuses to participate in class discussions, even when called upon by instructor
 Disruptive during class discussions
 Disrespectful of others’ ideas/opinions
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HONORS MYTHOLOGY INDEPENDENT THESIS-DRIVEN
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC
A Range
 Your essay contains a solid, original, arguable thesis. Your essay focuses on proving your thesis
in an insightful way, going under-the-surface in terms of your analysis.
 Your focus on plot is minimal. All body paragraphs focus on providing evidence and explanation
for your examples and evidence. Your connections are specific and accurate, drawing from
independent thinking.
 You clearly address the thesis fully and answer all of the essential questions that you suggest
correctly and insightfully. Your critical examination of the work is strongly informed and inspired
by the types of analysis we apply to mythology.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to support your original ideas
about culture (which have not been covered in class), and you analyze them completely.
 Well-written in terms of structure, word choice, and voice. Virtually flawless.
 Between 8-10 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
B Range
 Your essay contains a solid, arguable thesis. Your essay focuses on proving your thesis in an
insightful way.
 You focus a little too much on plot. Many of your body paragraphs focus on explaining the story,
but still provide some evidence and explanation of your thesis. Your connections are sometimes
vague or unsupported.
 You properly address the thesis, but you do not completely explore it. You answer most of your
essential questions correctly and insightfully. Your critical examination of the work is informed
and inspired by the types of analysis we apply to mythology.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to support original ideas
about culture (which sometimes have already been covered in class), and you analyze them
completely.
 Structure is effective and word choice is appropriate.
 Between 8-10 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
C Range
 Essay contains a basic thesis. Your essay is unfocused and does not always tie back to your
thesis.
 Your essay focuses heavily on plot or retelling the story. The majority of your body paragraphs
are about plot. Your body paragraphs do not delve into your thesis.
 You do not address the thesis enough throughout the essay and you don’t always fully explore it.
Your examination of the work is not always critical and not always informed and inspired by the
types of analysis we apply to mythology.
 Your quotes are properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and your
statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Some ideas may lack quotes for
support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) may be questionable.
 Structure may not meet the needs of the prompt due to content and/or grammatical issues,
including word choice or voice.
 Between 7-10 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
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D Range
 Essay contains a flawed thesis that is difficult to prove, abstract, or too general in nature. Textual
evidence is not available to prove your claims.
 Your essay almost entirely retells plot. Your body paragraphs do not explain your thesis.
 You rarely address the thesis. You rarely answer your essential questions and/or your
understanding of the text is difficult to prove. Your examination of the work is rarely critical and
rarely informed and inspired by the types of analysis we apply to mythology.
 Your quotes may not be properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and
your statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Some ideas may lack quotes
for support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) is questionable.
 Unstructured and/or confusing; simple word choice; lacks voice.
 Between 6-10 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
F Range
 Essay contains a confusing thesis or no thesis. Your thesis does not match the approved thesis
submitted in class.
 Your essay almost entirely retells plot. Your body paragraphs do not explain your thesis. Your
understanding of the text is incorrect or impossible to support with textual examples.
 You do not address the thesis in your essay. You rarely answer your essential questions and/or
your understanding of the text is difficult to prove. Your examination of the work is not critical
and is not informed and/or inspired by the types of analysis we apply to mythology.
 Your quotes may not be properly cited using MLA format. They are present to retell plot, and
your statements about them analyze the story instead of the culture. Most ideas may lack quotes
for support. Placement and/or length of quote(s) is questionable.
 Lack of coherence; difficult to follow. The writing style impacts the flow of ideas.
 Between 4-10 full pages in length, with proper formatting and spacing (typed, double-spaced, 12point type).
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HONORS MYTHOLOGY FULL CLASS PRESENTATION RUBRIC
Student Name: _________________________________________________________________



Content
(25 points
possible)
__________





Critical Focus
(25 points
possible)
__________

Visual Aids
(25 points
possible)
__________

Question/Answer
Period
(25 points
possible)
__________

Exemplary
(25-23 points)
Full grasp of material
in presentation.
Detailed and
complete.
Comfortable with and
knowledgeable about
topic and thesis.
Easy for the audience
to follow ideas.
Presentation lasts the
whole class period.

 Strong thesis-driven
presentation.
 Ideas are insightful
and go below the
surface of the core
work.
 Connections, analysis
support thesis and
clarify the ideas.
 Visuals are clean,
direct, and polished.
 Visuals are easy to
understand and
clearly act as
evidence for thesis,
ideas.
 Presenter answers, or
attempts to answer,
all questions.
 Level of knowledge
and familiarity with
subject is evident.
 Answers questions
with confidence.
 All answers connect
back to the thesis.










Proficient
(22-20 points)
Sufficient grasp of
material in
presentation.
Ideas explored, but
without complete
elaboration.
Basic knowledge of
topic and thesis.
Audience can follow
ideas.
Presentation runs up to
10 minutes short.
Thesis-driven
presentation.
Ideas are critical and
begin to go below the
surface.
Connections, analysis
give some support and
begin to clarify ideas.

 Visuals are sufficient
with few errors.
 Visuals support
evidence at points, but
may be difficult to
understand connections
without further
explanation.
 Presenter answers, or
attempts to answer,
most of the questions.
 Level of knowledge
and familiarity with the
subject is established.
 Answers questions with
a degree of confidence.
Most answers connect
back to the thesis.







Insufficient
(19-14 points)
Inaccurate or unsatisfactory
grasp of material in
presentation. Rudimentary
ideas with little detail.
Questionable basis of
knowledge of topic and
thesis.
Disorganized and difficult to
follow.
Presentation runs 10 or more
minutes short.

 Thesis is unclear.
 Ideas remain on the surface
and do not develop into
close analysis.
 Connections, analysis are
confusing and do not
support a critical viewpoint.
 Visuals are too few and/or
contain multiple errors.
 Visuals take up too much
time and/or do not support
the thesis or close analysis.

 Presenter does not answer
many questions. Answers
are short and
underdeveloped.
 Questionable level of
knowledge of subject is
evident.
 Reluctantly attempts to
answer questions with little
confidence.
 Many answers do not
connect back to the thesis.

Total Score:
__________
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CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS
The Trumbull School Community engages in an environment conducive to learning which
believes that all students will read and write effectively, therefore communicating in an
articulate and coherent manner. All students will participate in activities that present problemsolving through critical thinking. Students will use technology as a tool applying it to decision
making. We believe that by fostering self-confidence, self-directed and student-centered
activities, we will promote independent thinkers and learners. We believe ethical conduct to
be paramount in sustaining the welcoming school climate that we presently enjoy.
Approved 8/26/2011

INTRODUCTION & PHILOSOPHY
Advanced Placement European History at Trumbull High School is designed to be part of the
Early College Experience courses provided by the University of Connecticut. The teacher has
applied to the program and has been accepted as an adjunct faculty member with the University.
The course, taught at the high school, allows students to receive credit for the course as if they
were attending the University of Connecticut.
Advanced Placement / Early College Experience European History is consistent with other
Modern Western Tradition courses taught at the University of Connecticut. The content covers
the years from 1450 C.E. until current society and is organized thematically to challenge students
to think about the impacts that people and events can have not just in their own environment
during their own lifetime, but also far beyond. Using a variety of primary and secondary sources,
students will learn not only about the circumstances of European History, but also the intricacies
of being a historian. They will read and analyze sources in order to develop positions on various
topics. Focus will be given to proper research skills and the technical aspects of research writing.
AP / ECE European History course also fulfills the need for today’s student to recognize that our
global environment is a multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural society. Competency for
citizenship in the 21st century is based on the ability to recognize a growing global
interdependence in the social, political, and economic arenas. In order to accomplish this goal,
students must attain an awareness of how Western civilizations have shaped global values
throughout time. This course exposes students to a variety of analytical skills as well as factual
knowledge of European history.
Focusing on the study and understanding of European political, diplomatic, economic, social,
cultural, and intellectual history from the late Middle Ages to the end of the Cold War, the
course emphasizes primary sources, historical research, conflicting viewpoints on historical
questions, and historical interpretations of major events and figures. Themes focus on major
historical issues and developments, helping students connect historical content they learn to
larger trends that have emerged over time.
AP / ECE European History differs from survey courses because of its emphasis not only on
content, but also on Historical Reasoning skills and Thematic Learning objectives. The first
semester introduces students to the concept of thinking like a historian. Using sources from the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, the Protestant Reformation, the Age of Religious Wars,
Absolutism and Constitutionalism, the Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution and, lastly, the
AP / ECE European History
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French Revolution and Napoleonic Era, students will learn the skills necessary to identify biases
in sources. Students will then be expected to deduce the extent to which biases in sources have
shaped our perception of history. Students will be assessed on their ability to make a historically
defensible claim in the form of an evaluative thesis, support their argument using specific
evidence, and, when applicable, use historical reasoning to explain relationships among pieces of
historical evidence to qualify or modify an argument.
In the second semester students will continue to use these skills to analyze different obstacles
Western society has overcome in the last five hundred years. Key units of study within this
semester center on the Industrial Revolution, the “Long” 19th Century, the Age of Imperialism,
World War I and the Russian Revolution, the Age of Anxiety, World War II, and the Cold War
and Modern Europe. Overall, students will develop their reading, writing, analytical thinking,
problem-solving, and debate skills within the course.

COURSE GOALS
The following course goals derive from the 2015 Connecticut Elementary and Secondary Social
Studies Frameworks.
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.
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ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

AP / ECE European History

4

The following standards derive from the 2016 International Society for Technology in Education
Standards.
ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Students communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a
variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital
media appropriate to their goals.
6c. Students communicate complex ideas clearly and effectively by
creating or using a variety of digital objects such as visualizations,
models, or simulations.
6d. Students publish or present content that customizes the message and
medium for their intended audiences.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Students use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their
learning by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams
locally and globally.
7b. Students use collaborative technologies to work with others, including
peers, experts, or community members, to examine issues and
problems from multiple viewpoints.
7c. Students contribute constructively to project teams, assuming various
roles and responsibilities to work effectively toward a common goal.

COURSE ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
Students will understand that . . .
 economic, religious, cultural, and political motives influenced European exploration and
colonization of overseas territories.
 Europeans have sought contact and interaction with other parts of the world for many
reasons.
 various political, technological, and intellectual developments enable Europeans to
interact with other parts of the world.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will understand that . . .
 the organization of society has changed as a result of and in response to the development
and spread of capitalism.
 the development of new technologies and industries has affected economic growth and
the standard of living in various geographic regions.
 individuals, groups, and the state response variously to economic and social inequality.
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Visions (OS)
Students will understand that . . .
 traditional sources of authority (the Church, and classical knowledge) played roles in the
creation and transmission of knowledge.
 Europeans relied on various scientific methods and reasoning instead of relying on
traditional authorities.
 Europeans grew to value subjective interpretations of reality.
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States and Other Institutions of Power (SP)
Students will understand that . . .
 European governments have taken various forms and have changed over time.
 European governments have, in various ways, moved toward and reacted against
representative and democratic principles and practices.
 civil institutions developed apart from government, impacting European states.
Individual and Society (IS)
Students will understand that . . .
 technology has played a role in forming and transforming European society.
 the family, class, and social groups have taken various forms in European history and
have changed over time.
 the status of specific groups within European society has changed over time.
National and European Identity (NI)
Students will understand that . . .
 cultural, regional, and other social identities have coexisted with national identities in
various ways, and have occasionally challenged the notion of a unified nation or empire.
 political, economic, and religious developments have, in various ways, challenged and
reinforced the idea of a unified Europe from 1450 to the present.
 overseas expansion, warfare, and international diplomacy have affected European’s
identification of themselves as members of national, cultural, regional, and transnational
groups.

COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS







How have encounters between Europe and the wider world shaped both European and nonEuropean culture, politics, and society?
What are the causes and consequences of economic inequality?
How have political revolution and war altered the role of the church in political and
intellectual life, as well as how religious authorities and intellectuals have responded to such
changes?
How and why have political forms of European government changed over time?
How and why have tensions arisen between the individual and society over the course of
European history?
How and why are national identities created, developed, and challenged?

COURSE KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS
Students will know . . .

Unit 1
 the revival of classical texts that led to new methods of scholarship and new values in
both society and religion.
 the invention of printing that promoted the dissemination of new ideas.
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the visual arts that incorporated the new ideas of the Renaissance and were used to
promote personal, political, and religious goals.
the new concept of the sovereign state and secular systems of law that played a
central role in the creation of new political institutions.
economic change that produced new social patterns, while traditions of hierarchy and
status persisted.
population shifts and growing commerce that caused the expansion of cities, which
often found their traditional political and social structures stressed by the growth.
the family as the primary social and economic institution of early modern Europe,
taking several forms, including the nuclear family.

Unit 2
 the invention of printing that promoted the dissemination of new ideas.
 the Protestant and Catholic Reformations that fundamentally changed theology,
religious institutions, and culture.
 the religious reform that both increased state control of religious institutions and
provided justifications for challenging state authority.
 conflicts among religious groups that overlapped with political and economic
competition with and among states.
 population shifts and growing commerce that caused the expansion of cities, which
often found their traditional political and social structures stressed by growth.
 the family remaining as the primary social and economic institution of early modern
Europe, taking several forms, including the nuclear family.
Unit 3
 the visual arts that incorporated the new ideas of the Renaissance and were used to
promote personal, political, and religious goals.
 the new concept of the sovereign state and secular systems of law that played a
central role in the creation of new political institutions.
 the competitive state system that led to new patterns of diplomacy and new forms of
warfare.
 the competition for power between monarchs and corporate groups that produced
different distributions of governmental authority in European states.
 the Protestant and Catholic Reformations that fundamentally changed theology,
religious institutions, and culture.
 the religious reform that both increased state control of religious institutions and
provided justifications for challenging state authority.
 conflicts among religious groups that overlapped with political and economic
competition within and among states.
 economic change that produced new social patterns, while traditions of hierarchy and
status persisted.
 the livelihood derived by most Europeans from agriculture and orienting their lives
around the seasons, the village or the manor, although economic changes began to
alter rural production and power.
 population shifts and growing commerce that caused the expansion of cities, which
often found their traditional political and social structures stressed by the growth.
 the family remaining as the primary social and economic institution of early modern
Europe, taking several forms, including the nuclear family.
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popular culture, leisure activities, and rituals reflecting the persistence of folk ideas
that reinforced and sometimes challenged communal ties and norms.

Unit 4
 the competition for power between monarchs and corporate groups that produced
different distributions of governmental authority in European states.
 the religious reform that both increased state control of religious institutions and
provided justifications for challenging state authority.
 the absolute monarchy established over the course of the 17th and 18th centuries in
much of Europe.
 challenges to absolutism that resulted in alternative political systems.
 dynastic and state interests that, after 1648, along with Europe’s expanding colonial
empires, influenced the diplomacy of European states and frequently led to war.
Unit 5
 rational and empirical thought that challenged traditional values and ideas.
 new public venues and print media that popularized Enlightenment ideas.
 new political and economic theories that challenged absolutism and mercantilism.
 the rational analysis of religious practices during the Enlightenment that led to natural
religion and demand for religious toleration.
 the arts moving from the celebration of religious themes and royal power to an
emphasis on private life and the public good.
 the challenge to Enlightenment values, while they dominated the world of European
ideas, by the revival of public sentiment and feeling.
Unit 6
 the French Revolution, which posed a fundamental challenge to Europe’s existing
political and social order, and which resulted from a combination of long-term social
and political causes, as well as Enlightenment ideas, exacerbated by short-term fiscal
and economic crises.
 the enthusiastic participation of women in the early phases of the Revolution,
although, while there were brief improvements in the legal status of women,
citizenship in the republic was soon restricted to men.
 the inspiration for many of the Revolution’s emphasis on equality and human rights;
for others, what they condemned as the Revolution’s violence and disregard for
traditional authority.
Unit 7
 early modern Europe’s development of a market economy that provided the
foundation for its global role.
 the European-dominated world-wide economic network that contributed to the
agricultural, industrial, and consumer revolutions in Europe.
 the small landholdings, low-productivity, agricultural practices, poor transportation,
and adverse weather that in the 17th century limited and disrupted the food supply,
causing periodic famines.
 the consumer revolution of the 18th century that was shaped by a new concern for
privacy, encouraged the purchase of new goods for homes, and created new venues
for leisure activities.
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the family and private life that by the 18th century reflected new demographic patterns
and the effects of the Commercial Revolution.
the economic opportunities offered by cities, which attracted increasing migration
from rural areas, transforming urban life and creating challenges for the new
urbanites and their families.
the establishment of industrial dominance by Great Britain through the mechanization
of textile production, iron and steel production, and new transportation systems.
industrialization, following the British example, that took root in continental Europe,
sometimes with state sponsorship.
the industrial activity and industrial processes increased in scale and complexity in
more areas of Europe during the Second Industrial Revolution (c. 1870-1914).

Unit 8
 industrialization that promoted the development of new classes in the industrial
regions of Europe.
 Europe’s experience with rapid population growth and urbanization, leading to social
dislocations.
 the Industrial Revolution’s alteration, over time, of the family structure and relations
for bourgeois and working-class families.
 the heightened consumerism developed as a result of the Second Industrial
Revolution.
 the persistence of primitive agricultural practices and land-owning patterns leading
some areas of Europe to lag in industrialization, while facing famine, debt, and land
shortages.
 ideologies developed and taking root throughout society as a response to industrial
and political revolutions.
 governmental responses to the problems created or exacerbated by industrialization
by expanding their functions and creating modern bureaucratic states.
 political movements and social organizations that responded to the problems of
industrialization.
Unit 9
 the economic, political, and cultural motivations driving European nations in their
imperial ventures in Asia and Africa.
 the industrial and technological developments (e.g., the Second Industrial Revolution)
facilitating European control of global empires.
 imperial endeavors significantly affecting society, diplomacy, and culture in Europe
and creating resistance to foreign control abroad.
Unit 10
 caused by a complex interaction of long and short-term factors, World War I’s
resulting immense losses and disruptions for both victors and vanquished.
 the conflicting goals of the peace negotiators in Paris pitting diplomatic idealism
against the desire to punish Germany, producing a settlement that satisfied few.
 the widely held belief in progress characteristic of much of 19th-century thought that
began to break down before World War I, the experience of the war intensifying a
sense of anxiety that permeated many facets of thought and culture, giving way by the
century’s end to a plurality of intellectual frameworks.
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science and technology as yield of impressive material benefits but also cause of
immense destruction and posed challenges to objective knowledge.
the 20th-century’s characterization as large-scale suffering brought on by warfare and
genocide as well as tremendous improvements in the standard of living.
the lives of women as defined by family and work responsibilities, economic changes,
and feminism.

Units 11 & 12
 the interwar period, fascism, extreme nationalism, racist ideologies, and the failure of
appeasement that resulted in the catastrophe of World War II, presenting a grave
challenge to European civilization.
 the Russian Revolution that created a regime based on Marxist-Leninist theory.
 the ideology of fascism, with roots in the pre- World War I era, that gained popularity
in an environment of postwar bitterness, the rise of communism, uncertain transitions
to democracy, and economic instability.
 the Great Depression, caused by weaknesses in international trade and monetary
theories and practices, that undermined Western European democracies and
fermented radical political responses throughout Europe.
 the widely held belief in progress characteristic of much of 19th-century thought that
began to break down before World War I, the experience of war intensifying a sense
of anxiety that permeated many facets of thought and culture, giving way by the
century’s end to a plurality of intellectual frameworks.
 the arts as defined during the 20th century by experimentation, self-expression,
subjectivity, and the increasing influence of the United States in both elite and
popular culture.
 the 20th-century’s characterization as large-scale suffering brought on by warfare and
genocide as well as tremendous improvements in the standard of living.
 the lives of women as defined by family and work responsibilities, economic changes,
and feminism.
Unit 13
 the beginning of a Cold War, as World War II ended, between the liberal democratic
West and the communist East, lasting nearly half a century.
 European nations, in response to the destructive impact of two world wars, that began
to set aside nationalism in favor of economic and political integration, forming a
series of transnational unions that grew in size and scope over the second half of the
20th century.
 nationalist and separatist movements, along with ethnic conflict and ethnic cleansing,
that periodically disrupted the post-World War II peace.
 the process of decolonization occurring over the course of the 20th century with
varying degrees of cooperation, interference, or resistance from European imperialist
states.
 postwar economic growth that supported an increase in welfare benefits, yet with
subsequent economic stagnation leading to criticism and limitation of the welfare
state.
 Eastern European nations as defined by their relationship with the Soviet Union,
oscillating between repression and limited reform until Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies
led to the collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe and the fall of the
Soviet Union.
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science and technology as yield of impressive material benefits but also cause of
immense destruction and posed challenges to objective knowledge.
organized religion’s continued role in European social and cultural life, despite the
challenges of military and ideological conflict, modern secularism, and rapid social
changes.
the 20th-century’s characterization as large-scale suffering brought on by warfare and
genocide as well as tremendous improvements in the standard of living.
the lives of women as defined by family and work responsibilities, economic changes,
and feminism.
new voices gaining prominence in political, intellectual, and social discourse.

Students will be able to . . .
Skill Type 1: Chronological Reasoning
Skill 1: Historical Causation

Compare causes and/or effects, including between
short-term and long-term effects.
Analyze and evaluate the interaction of multiple causes
and/or effects.
Assess historical contingency by distinguishing among
coincidence, causation, and correlation, as well as by
critiquing existing interpretations of cause and effect.

Skill 2: Patterns of Continuity
and Change over Time

Analyze and evaluate historical patterns of continuity
and change over time.
Connect patterns of continuity and change over time to
larger historical processes or themes.

Skill 3: Periodization

Explain ways that historical events and processes can
be organized within blocks of time.
Analyze and evaluate competing models of
periodization of United States history.

Skill Type 2: Comparison and Contextualization
Skill 4: Comparison

Compare related historical developments and processes
across place, time, and/or different societies, or within
one society.
Explain and evaluate multiple and differing
perspectives on a given historical phenomenon.

Skill 5: Contextualization
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regional, national, or global processes occurring at the
same time.
Explain and evaluate ways in which a phenomenon,
event, or process connects to other, similar historical
phenomena across time and place.
Skill Type III: Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence
Skill 6: Historical
Argumentation

Analyze commonly accepted historical arguments and
explain how an argument has been constructed from
historical evidence.
Construct convincing interpretations through analysis
of disparate, relevant historical evidence.
Evaluate and synthesize conflicting historical evidence
to construct persuasive historical arguments.

Skill 7: Appropriate Use of
Relevant Historical Evidence

Analyze features of historical evidence such as
audience, purpose, point of view, format, argument,
limitations, and context germane to the evidence
considered.
Based on analysis and evaluation of historical evidence,
make supportable inferences and draw appropriate
conclusions.

Skill Type IV: Historical Interpretation and Synthesis
Skill 8: Interpretation

Analyze diverse historical interpretations.
Evaluate how historians’ perspectives influence their
interpretations and how models of historical
interpretation change over time.

Skill 9: Synthesis

Combine disparate, sometimes contradictory evidence
from primary sources and secondary works in order to
create a persuasive understanding of the past.
Apply insights about the past to other historical
contexts or circumstances, including the present.

AP / ECE European History
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COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Name
Advanced Placement / Early College Experience European History
Level
Advanced Placement
Prerequisites
Enrollment in grades 10-12
Materials Required
None
General Description of the Course
This course is a study of European history from antiquity to the present. Significant
emphasis is given to topics in intellectual-cultural and socio-economic history as well as
those in the more traditional political diplomatic spheres. Students will have the
opportunity to analyze historical evidence. The course is conducted in a college-like
fashion with similar expectations. Students who take the Advanced Placement exam
offered in the spring and score successfully may be awarded college credit and/or placed
in the next level of coursework, depending upon the college or university. It is
recommended that students take the AP exam. Placement will be based on past
performance, literacy profiles, and teacher recommendation. Students will be required to
complete summer reading assignments prior to the course.
Assured Assessments
Formative and Summative Assessments (Units 1-13):
 Class discussion
 Historic document analysis
 Quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination
 Thesis-based writing using historical evidence
 Student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific rubrics
Core Text
Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
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UNIT 1
The Emergence of Modern Europe & The Renaissance
As the Middle Ages declined, Europe was transformed by a new period of economic,
intellectual, artistic, and political advances.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.
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INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

Unit Essential Question
 How does historiography shape our perception of history?
Scope and Sequence









The Black Death: causes, reactions, various points of view, impact
One Hundred Years’ War: causes, major developments, outcomes
Changes in the Church: Babylonian Captivity, Great Schism, impact on Church and
Church authority
Social unrest: Peasant uprisings, ethnic tensions
Origins of the Renaissance: political, social, cultural, economic
Changing society: race and slavery, role of the nobility, gender roles
Intellectual and cultural changes: humanism, education, political thought, printing press,
Christian humanism, art and artists, early scientific thought
Italian vs. Northern Renaissance: political, economic, art and culture

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will analyze how the Commercial Revolution and the rise of the merchant class
contributed to Europe’s artistic and intellectual revival in the Renaissance.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the extent to which
merchant families contributed to the development of the Renaissance.
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Reasoning (OS)
 Students may engage in literary analysis of intellectual works from the High Middle Ages
on theological, political, and social topics; works may include “Condemnation of Errors”
AP / ECE European History
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by the University of Paris (1241), “Summa Theologiae” by St. Thomas Aquinas (12651274), “Treatise on Royal and Papal Power” by John of Paris (1302), “The Confession of
Golias” by the Archpoet (1160), and “The Decameron” by Giovanni Boccaccio (1352).
Students may engage in literary analysis of intellectual works from the Renaissance on
theological, political, and social topics, including analysis of humanist
ideals/characteristics and the diversification into Christian Humanism, Civic Humanism,
etc.; works may include “The Courtier” by Baldassare Castiglione, “Il Canzoniere” by
Francesco Petrarch, “Il Decameron” by Giovanni Boccaccio, The Prince by Niccolo
Machiavelli, La Divina Comedia by Dante Alighieri, “In Praise of Folly” by Desiderius
Erasmus, “Utopia” by Sir Thomas More, Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe, and
Hamlet by William Shakespeare.

Individual and Society (IS)
Students will analyze individual artistic, architectural, and technological innovations of the
period displaying the transition to modern interpretations and depictions of European society.
 Students may analyze selected artistic and architectural works by Brunelleschi, Ghiberti,
Lippi, Botticelli, Donatello, Rafael Sanzio, Michelangelo, da Vinci, van Eyck, Durer, van
der Weyden.
 Students may participate in an in-class discussion on the continental (religious, social,
political, economic) impact of Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press on European society.
 Students may participate in a simulated Renaissance fair with fashion, sports, music,
philosophy, and leisure activities.
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Condemnation of Errors” by the University of Paris (1241)
 “Summa Theologiae” by St. Thomas Aquinas (1265-1274)
 “Treatise on Royal and Papal Power” by John of Paris (1302)
 “The Confession of Golias” by the Archpoet (1160)
 “The Decameron” by Giovanni Boccaccio (1352)
 “The Courtier” by Baldassare Castiglione
 “Il Canzoniere” by Francesco Petrarch
 “Il Decameron” by Giovanni Boccaccio
 The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli
 La Divina Comedia by Dante Alighieri
 “In Praise of Folly” by Desiderius Erasmus
 “Utopia” by Sir Thomas More
 Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe
 Hamlet by William Shakespeare
 Artistic works by Brunelleschi, Ghiberti, Lippi, Botticelli, Donatello, Rafael Sanzio,
Michelangelo, da Vinci, van Eyck, Durer, and van der Weyden
Time Allotment
 Approximately three weeks
AP / ECE European History
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UNIT 2
The Protestant Reformation
As Europe was intellectually and societally transformed during the Renaissance, the Catholic
Church along with European society and politics became sharply divided by new theological
concepts, ideas, and questioning.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.
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INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety
purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital media
appropriate to their goals.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their learning
by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams locally and
globally.

Unit Essential Questions
 What were the causes of the Protestant and Catholic Reformations?
 What was the nature of each Reformation?
 How did changes in religious doctrine and practice affect society, culture, and ideas?
Scope and Sequence




State of the Church in the 16th century: corruption, ignorance, and abuse of power
Origins of the Reformation: Christian humanism, Martin Luther, Zwingli
Impact of the Reformation: social unrest, role of marriage and sexuality, political
changes, Calvinism / other Protestant ideas, Catholic reforms, War of Religions, witch
hunts

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
AP / ECE European History
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Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will analyze the Protestant Reformation’s impact on and appeal to those of different
socioeconomic classes.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the German
peasants’ revolt, or the appeal of Protestantism to specific professions.
 Students may engage in literary analysis of primary source documents; works may
include “Twelve Articles of the Swabian Peasants” (1525), “Articles of the Peasants of
Memingham” (1525), and “On the Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peasants” by
Martin Luther (1525).
 Students may analyze scholarly journal articles on the economic effects of the Protestant
Reformation.
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Reasoning (OS)
Students will analyze differing theological arguments of the Catholic Church, Lutherans,
Calvinists, Anabaptists, and other Protestant faiths.
 Students may participate in perspective-based discussion / simulation of a council of
Reformation-era religious leaders.
 Students may engage in literary analysis of primary source documents; works may
include “In Praise of Folly” by Desiderius Erasmus (1509), “Sermon on Indulgences” by
Johann Tetzel (1517), “Sermon in Wittenberg” by Martin Luther (1517), “Disputation on
the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” (the 95 Theses) by Martin Luther (1517),
“Exsurge Dominae” by Pope Leo X (1520), “Edict of Worms” issued by Charles V
(1521), “Transcript of the Marburg Colloquy” between Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli
(1529), “The Institutes of the Christian Religion” by John Calvin (1536), “On the Errors
of the Trinity” by Michael Servetus (1531), and “The Schleitheim Confession” by Swiss
Anabaptist leaders (1527).
States and Other Institutions of Powers (SP)
Students will analyze the response of state and ecclesiastical institutions to the advent of
Protestant thought and the emergence of diverse Protestant faiths.
 Students may participate in a simulation of the Diet of Worms and the excommunication
of Martin Luther.
 Students may participate in a simulation of trials of the Calvinist Geneva Consistory.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the English
Reformation and Act of Supremacy issued under King Henry VIII.
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Twelve Articles of the Swabian Peasants” (1525)
 “Articles of the Peasants of Memingham” (1525)
 “On the Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peasants” by Martin Luther (1525)
 “In Praise of Folly” by Desiderius Erasmus (1509)
 “Sermon on Indulgences” by Johann Tetzel (1517)
 “Sermon in Wittenberg” by Martin Luther (1517)
 “Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” (the 95 Theses) by Martin
Luther (1517)
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“Exsurge Dominae” by Pope Leo X (1520)
“Edict of Worms” issued by Charles V (1521)
“Transcript of the Marburg Colloquy” between Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli (1529)
“The Institutes of the Christian Religion” by John Calvin (1536)
“On the Errors of the Trinity” by Michael Servetus (1531)
“The Schleitheim Confession” by Swiss Anabaptist leaders (1527)

Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 3
The Age of Religious Wars
A new era of modern intellectual thought that brought new Protestant religions resulted in a
struggle for rights and recognition from the Catholic Church, leading to violent struggles that
eventually evolved into political conflicts.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.
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INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions



What were the causes of the religious violence that followed the Protestant Reformation?
What impact did the religious wars have on the relationship between church and state and
the balance of power?

Scope and Sequence


Impact of Wars of Religion: causes and impact of Wars of Religion in France, Spain, and
England

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
States and Other Institutions of Powers (SP)
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about one or more of the
following topics: the evolution and nature of warfare, the rise of fighting for political
purposes in place of religious purposes, and the place of the Thirty Years’ War in modern
history.
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
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Supplemental
 Eyewitness account of the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre
 “Destruction of Magdeburg” by Otto von Gericke
 “Les Grandes Miseries de la Guerre” by Jacques Callot
 “The Treaty of Munster”
 “The Peace of Augsburg”
 “The Edict of Nantes”
 “The Treaty of Westphalia”
 “Against the Spanish Armada” by Elizabeth I
Time Allotment
 Approximately one week
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UNIT 4
The Formation of the Modern State (Absolutism & Constitutionalism)
As Europe emerged from the Wars of Religion, modernized nation states began to form with
extensive bureaucratic institutions, uniform legal codes, and centralized governance.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.
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INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9–12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions





How did the nation-states of Spain, England, and France evolve during the time of the
formation of the modern state?
What factors led to the rise of absolutism in France in the 17th century?
How did the monarchs of France and England address the competition for power in their
respective countries?
How and why did constitutionalism triumph in England in the 17th century, but not in
France?
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Scope and Sequence





The Thirty Years’ War: causes and outcomes
Development of absolutism in Western Europe: France, Spain, Austria, and Prussia
Development of constitutionalism: England and the Dutch Republic
Development of absolutism in Eastern Europe: Russia and the Ottoman Empire

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
Students will analyze the development of overseas colonial empires by European monarchies and
the utilization of mercantilist policies that strengthened absolutist states.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or a student document-based
research session about the impact of French finance minister Jean Baptiste Colbert’s
economic policies and the application of colonial mercantilism that strengthened the
monarchy of King Louis XIV.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will analyze the methods by which differing governmental systems (absolutist states
and constitutional states) promoted national economic growth.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate comparing and
contrasting the extent to which absolutist and constitutional states intervened in economic
activity, and evaluating the impact of their respective policies.
States and Other Institutions of Powers (SP)
Students will analyze the common patterns in the development of both absolutist and
constitutional states in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries and evaluate the impact of the
policies pursued under both governmental systems.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion about the impact of the Thirty Years’
War on the dynastic rivalries between European absolutist states.
 Students may engage in primary source analysis of the role of Cardinal Richelieu in the
formation of the French absolutist state during the 17th century; works may include
“Assessment of the French State” by Cardinal Richelieu (1624), “Royal Edict of 1626:
Order for the Demolition of Feudal Castles” issued by King Louis XIII (1626), and
“Letters Patent Establishing the French Academy” issued by King Louis XIII (1635).
 Students may engage in a small-group decision-making activity on the steps taken by
Cardinal Mazarin and King Louis XIC to solidify the absolute authority of the French
monarchy.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the impact of King
Louis XIV’s reign on the French state, society, religious minorities, and economy.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the policies of
King Charles I and Parliamentary leaders in the development of the 17th-century English
Civil War.
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Students may engage in analysis of critical primary sources following the English Civil
War that created the foundations for a constitutional state with limited monarchy; works
may include “The Declaration of Right” issued by the English Parliament (1689).

Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Assessment of the French State” by Cardinal Richelieu (1624)
 “Royal Edict of 1626: Order for the Demolition of Feudal Castles” issued by King Louis
XIII (1626)
 “Letters Patent Establishing the French Academy” issued by King Louis XIII (1635)
 “The Declaration of Right” issued by the English Parliament (1689)
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 5
The Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution
As Europe emerged from the Renaissance, a revolutionary period of scientific, political, and
philosophical inquiry developed, laying the foundations for later secularization and liberalization
of European society and politics.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.
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INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety
purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital media
appropriate to their goals.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their learning
by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams locally and
globally.

Unit Essential Questions





In what ways and to what extent did new scientific thinking challenge traditional sources
of authority, such as the classics and religious texts and institutions?
How did the Scientific Revolution alter European culture, ideas, society, economics, and
politics?
In what ways and to what extent did the Enlightenment philosophes and rulers put into
practice the principles of the Scientific Revolution in reforming society and politics?
What new religious attitudes developed during the Enlightenment?

Scope and Sequence



New ideas: Locke, Baroque to Rococo, scientific thinking and the Enlightenment
Enlightened absolutism: Prussia, Austria, and Russia

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Reasoning (OS)
Students will analyze the development of new scientific theories along with revolutionary
political and social philosophy and evaluate their impact on European society and politics.
 Students may participate in a simulation of the trial of Galileo Galilei for violating the
papal injunction on giving equal weight to the geocentric and heliocentric models of the
universe in any publications.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion, utilizing primary and scholarly
documents, about the development of the Scientific Revolution; works may include
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“Epistle Dedicatory to King James I of England” by Francis Bacon (17th century),
“Aphorism on the Interpretation of Nature and the Empire of Man” by Francis Bacon
(17th century), and “The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy” by Sir Isaac
Newton (1687).
Students may engage in comparative literary analysis of the development of classical
political liberalism; works may include “Leviathan” by Thomas Hobbes (1651) and “Two
Treatises of Government” by John Locke (1689).
Students may participate in a debate about the competing theories of John Locke and
Thomas Hobbes on the social contract and the collective rights of the citizenry.
Students may engage in comparative literary analysis of critical Enlightenment
philosophical theories; works may include “Meditations on First Philosophy” by Rene
Descartes (1641), “Essay Concerning Human Understanding” by John Locke (1690),
“The Critique of Pure Reason” and “What is Enlightenment?” by Immanuel Kant (1781
and 1784 respectively), “Encyclopedie” (excerpts) by Denis Diderot (1765), “The Persian
Letters” and “The Spirit of the Laws” by Baron de Montesquieu (1721 and 1748
respectively), “A Dissertation on the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind”
and “Du Contrat Social” by Jean Jacques Rousseau (1755 and 1763 respectively), and
“Letter to M. le Riche,” “Essay on Laws,” and “Letter No. 10 on the English
Government” by Voltaire (1770).
Students may participate in a simulation of an Enlightenment salon comprised of students
representing the philosophical views of specific Enlightenment thinkers (Voltaire, Baron
de Montesquieu, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Mary Wollstonecraft, Immanuel Kant, Denis
Diderot, etc.).
Students may engage in literary analysis evaluating the contributions of critical female
authors to the Enlightenment, and the treatment and role of women during the period;
works may include “Description of Jule de Lespinasse” by Baron de Grimm (c. 18th
century), “Description of Madame Geoffrin” by Jean le Rond d’Alembert (c. 18th
century), and “Vindication of the Rights of Women” by Mary Wollstonecraft (1792).
Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the efficacy of the
policies of the enlightened despots of the 18th century.

Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Epistle Dedicatory to King James I of England” by Francis Bacon (17th century).
 “Aphorism on the Interpretation of Nature and the Empire of Man” by Francis Bacon
(17th century)
 “The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy” by Sir Isaac Newton (1687)
 “Leviathan” by Thomas Hobbes (1651)
 “Two Treatises of Government” by John Locke (1689)
 “Meditations on First Philosophy” by Rene Descartes (1641)
 “Essay Concerning Human Understanding” by John Locke (1690)
 “The Critique of Pure Reason” (1781)
 “What is Enlightenment?” by Immanuel Kant (1784).
 “Encyclopedie” (excerpts) by Denis Diderot (1765)
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“The Persian Letters” and “The Spirit of the Laws” by Baron de Montesquieu (1721 and
1748 respectively)
“A Dissertation on the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind” and “Du Contrat
Social” by Jean Jacques Rousseau (1755 and 1763 respectively)
“Letter to M. le Riche” and “Essay on Laws” and “Letter No. 10 on the English
Government” by Voltaire (1770)
“Description of Jule de Lespinasse” by Baron de Grimm (c. 18th century)
“Description of Madame Geoffrin” by Jean le Rond d’Alembert (c. 18th century)
“Vindication of the Rights of Women” by Mary Wollstonecraft (1792)

Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 6
The French Revolution and Napoleonic Era
Based on the enlightened call for the Rights of the Individual as well as the responsibility of the
Government to respond to the needs of the Governed, the French Revolution was a true example
of the “Anatomy of a Revolution.”
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.
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INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9–12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety
purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital media
appropriate to their goals.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their learning
by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams locally and
globally.

Unit Essential Questions




What were the causes and consequences of economic and social inequality giving rise to
the French Revolution?
In what ways and why have European governments moved toward or reacted against
representative and democratic principles and practices?
How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and
the balance of power?
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How did civil institutions develop apart from governments, and what impact have they
had on European states?
What forms have European governments taken, and how have these changed over time?
How and why have the status of specific groups within society changed over time?

Scope and Sequence






Causes of the French Revolution: social structure, the American Revolution, financial
crisis, actions of the monarchy, new ideas
First phase of the French Revolution (1789-1791): causes, major actions, conclusion
Second phase of the French Revolution (1791-1799): foreign response, outbreak of war,
Reign of Terror, Thermidorian Reaction, Formation of the Directory
Third phase: Napoleonic Era (1799-1815): rise to power, impact on France, impact on
Europe, and end of Napoleon’s reign
Romanticism: literature, art, music

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
States and Other Institutions of Powers (SP)
 Students may participate in interactive activities including, but not limited to: a Mock
Trial of King Louis XVI, a Congress of Vienna simulation, and an Ugly French
Revolution Sweater Contest.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion, debate, and/or activities focused on
primary sources; works may include “What Is the Third Estate?” by Abbe Sieyes (1789),
“Le Cahiers” (1789), “Declaration on the Rights of Woman and Citizen” by Olympe de
Gouges (1791), “Vindication of the Rights of Women” by Mary Wollstonecraft (1792),
“Terror and Virtue” by Robespierre (1794), “Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen” (1789), “The Constitution of 1791,” “Levée en masse” (1793) “The Brunswick
Manifesto” (1792), “The Civil Constitution of the Clergy” (1790), eyewitness accounts of
the deaths of Robespierre, Danton, Marie Antoinette, King Louis XVI, and firsthand
accounts of other events during the era.
 Students may read and discuss excerpts of The Anatomy of Revolution by Crane Brinton
(1938).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “What is the Third Estate?” by Abbe Sieyes (1789)
 “Le Cahiers” (1789)
 “Declaration on the Rights of Woman and Citizen” by Olympe de Gouges (1791)
 “Vindication of the Rights of Women” by Mary Wollstonecraft (1792)
 “Terror and Virtue” by Robespierre (1794)
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“Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen” (1789)
“The Constitution of 1791”
“Levée en masse” (1793)
“The Brunswick Manifesto” (1792)
“The Civil Constitution of the Clergy” (1790)
The Anatomy of Revolution (excerpts) by Crane Brinton (1938)

Time Allotment
 Approximately three weeks
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UNIT 7
The Industrial Revolution
With the development of the agricultural revolution and economic liberalism, the British
Industrial Revolution altered Western and Central European economic, social, and political life.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.
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INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

Unit Essential Questions




How has capitalism developed as an economic system?
What were the causes and consequences of economic and social inequality after the
French Revolution?
How did individuals, groups, and the state respond to such economic and social
inequality?

Scope and Sequence



Factors necessary for the Industrial Revolution: technology, geography, changing ideas,
role of government
The New Industrial Europe: England vs. Continental Europe, corporate banking, new
social classes, factor work, workers

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will analyze how the development of laissez-faire capitalism resulted in both rapid
industrialization and prosperity, along with extensive urban poverty amongst the working poor.
 Students may engage in literary analysis of primary source documents showing the early
impact of new industrial technology on traditional manufacturing processes; works may
include “Leeds Woolen Workers Petition” (1786), “Letter from the Leeds Cloth
Merchants” (1791), and “First Hand Account of the Loss of Woolen Spinning” (1794).
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Reasoning (OS)
Students will analyze and evaluate the differing economic and social arguments of leading
theorists of the Industrial Revolution.
 Students may participate in literary analysis, roundtable discussion, and/or debate about
the theories of Thomas Malthus and David Ricardo.
 Students may participate in literary analysis, roundtable discussion, and/or debate about
the competing economic ideologies promoted by Adam Smith and Karl Marx; works may
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include “On the Wealth of Nations” by Adam Smith (1776) and “Das Kommuistisch
Manifest (The Communist Manifesto)” by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels (1848).
States and Other Institutions of Power (SP)
Students will evaluate the early responses of states and other social institutions to the initial
social, environmental, and demographic challenges posed by rapid industrialization and
urbanization.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or perspective-based discussion
about the impact of rapid industrialization in early Manchester, England.
 Students may engage in document analysis of early pro-reform documents of 19th-century
England; works may include “The Chartist People’s Petition” by William Lovett and
Francis Place (1838) and “The Factory Act of 1833” issued by the British Parliament.
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Leeds Woolen Workers Petition” (1786)
 “Letter from the Leeds Cloth Merchants” (1791)
 “First Hand Account of the Loss of Woolen Spinning” (1794)
 “On the Wealth of Nations” by Adam Smith (1776)
 “Das Kommuistische Manifest (The Communist Manifesto)” by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels (1848)
 “The Chartist People’s Petition” by William Lovett and Francis Place (1838)
 “The Factory Act of 1833” issued by the British Parliament
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 8
th

The “Long” 19 Century (Society, Ideologies, and Upheavals)
With the advent of the Industrial Revolution, European society and politics saw dramatic change.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.
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INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions



How has the organization of society changed as a result of or in response to the
development and spread of capitalism?
How did individuals, groups, and the state respond to ongoing economic and social
inequality?

Scope and Sequence





Restoring order: Congress of Vienna, Holy Alliance, Conservatism
Challenges to old order: Liberalism, Nationalism, Utopian Socialism, Marxist Socialism
Reforms and revolutions 1815-1847: Greece, Great Britain, Ireland, France
Romanticism: literature, art, music

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will evaluate the extent to which the dichotomy of poverty and prosperity brought on by
industrialization became a driving force for revolutionary activity throughout the 19th century.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the 1848
revolutions in France, German states (primarily Prussia), and Austria-Hungary due to
socioeconomic and political inequality and lack of state responsiveness to the needs of
the citizenry.
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Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or analysis of the 1871
revolutionary Paris Commune as a result of economic and political desperation during the
Second Industrial Revolution and lack of responsiveness by the French national
government.

States and Other Institutions of Power (SP)
Students will analyze and evaluate state response to demands for political and economic reforms
throughout the 19th century, along with state responses to episodic domestic unrest and/or
humanitarian crisis.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the 1848
revolutions in France, German states (primarily Prussia), and Austria-Hungary due to
socioeconomic and political inequality and lack of state responsiveness to the needs of
the citizenry.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or analysis of the 1871
revolutionary Paris Commune as a result of economic and political desperation during the
Second Industrial Revolution and lack of responsiveness by the French national
government.
 Students may engage in document analysis evaluating the British state response to the
Irish Famine of the early 1840s, with particular emphasis on evaluating claims that lack
of responsiveness constituted an indirect genocide.
 Students may engage in document analysis evaluating the extent to which the unified
German and Italian governments formed under Otto von Bismarck and Camilo de
Cavour, respectively, extended liberalized reforms to the German and Italian citizenry.
Individual and Society (IS)
Students will analyze the alterations to European society throughout the 19th century resulting
from industrialization, and evaluate how and the extent to which these alterations impacted
individuals of different social classes, ethnicities, genders, and professions.
 Students may engage in primary and scholarly document analysis and discussion of
growth of anti-Semitism in Europe, specifically Germany and France, during the late 19th
century as a result of rapid economic and social alterations brought on by the Second
Industrial Revolution (roughly 1870-1900); works may include “A State Within a State”
by Johann Gottlieb Fichte, The Rise of Political Anti-Semitism in Germany and Austria
(excerpts) by historian Peter Pulzer (1988), The Crisis of German Ideology (excerpts) by
historian George Mosse (1998), “Jewry in Music” by Richard Wagner (1850), “The
Victory of Judaism over Germandom” by Wilhelm Marr (1879), “The Question of the
Jew Is a Question of Race” by Karl Eugen Deuhring (1881), and “The Racists’
Decalogue” by Theodor Fritsch (1883).
 Students may engage in document- and image-based analysis lessons related to 19thcentury Romanticism and late 19th-century Impressionism to evaluate individual artistic
responses to the changing physical and social landscape of Europe as a result of
industrialization; works may include “Einleitung in die Propylaen” by Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe (1830), “The Charge of the Light Brigade” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1880),
and “The Isles of Greece” by Lord Byron (1819).
 Students may engage in a document-based lesson related to the development of
Victorian-era society and culture and its highly nuanced social hierarchy.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the legacy of
industrialization during the 19th century and its effects on differing groups within
European society (ethnic/religious minorities, women, the working class, the new middle
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class, traditional elites, etc.).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “A State Within a State” by Johann Gottlieb Fichte
 The Rise of Political Anti-Semitism in Germany and Austria (excerpts) by Peter Pulzer
(1988)
 The Crisis of German Ideology (excerpts) by George Mosse (1998)
 “Jewry in Music” by Richard Wagner (1850)
 “The Victory of Judaism over Germandom” by Wilhelm Marr (1879)
 “The Question of the Jew Is a Question of Race” by Karl Eugen Deuhring (1881)
 “The Racists’ Decalogue” by Theodor Fritsch (1883)
 “Einleitung in die Propylaen” by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1830)
 “The Charge of the Light Brigade” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1880)
 “The Isles of Greece” by Lord Byron (1819)
Time Allotment
 Approximately five weeks
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UNIT 9
The Age of Imperialism
During the 19th century, European nations began looking outside the continent for labor and
natural resources, as well as for opportunities for political and economic expansion, resulting in a
competitive era that included the mistreatment of natives and increased tensions among
European nations that eventually contributed to global war.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.
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GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions




Why have Europeans sought contact and interaction with other parts of the world?
What political, technological, and intellectual developments enabled European contact
and interaction with other parts of the world?
What impact has contact with Europe had on non-European societies?

Scope and Sequence



Western imperialism 1880-1914: “old” vs. “new” imperialism, motivation for
imperialism, scramble for Africa and Asia
Impact of and response to imperialism: Europe, Asia, and Africa

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
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historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
Students will participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the merits and problems
surrounding European imperialism, using a variety of primary and secondary sources.
 Primary sources may include “On French Colonial Expansion” by Jules Ferry (1884),
“On Colonies and Colonization” by John Stuart Mill (1848), “The White Man’s Burden”
by Rudyard Kipling (1899), Heart of Darkness (excerpts) by Joseph Conrad (1899),
“Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell (1936), “Letter to Queen Victoria” by
Commissioner Lin (1839), and “German Interests in China” by Kaiser Wilhelm II (1900).
 Secondary sources may include “Imperialism” by John A. Hobson (1902), “Imperialism,
the Highest Stage of Capitalism” by Vladimir Lenin (1917), and “The Sociology of
Imperialism” by Joseph A. Schumpeter (1918).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “On French Colonial Expansion” by Jules Ferry (1884)
 “On Colonies and Colonization” by John Stuart Mill (1848)
 “The White Man’s Burden” by Rudyard Kipling (1899)
 Heart of Darkness (excerpts) by Joseph Conrad (1899)
 “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell (1936)
 “Letter to Queen Victoria” by Commissioner Lin (1839)
 “German Interests in China” by Kaiser Wilhelm II (1900).
 “Imperialism” by John A. Hobson (1902)
 “Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism” by Vladimir Lenin (1917)
 “The Sociology of Imperialism” by Joseph A. Schumpeter (1918)
Time Allotment
 Approximately one week
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UNIT 10
World War I and the Russian Revolution
As Europe entered the 20th century, the confluence of international political and ethnic rivalries,
militarism, and rising nationalism resulted in a catastrophic global conflict with far-reaching
national, economic, territorial, and social effects. The First World War also provided the final
impetus leading to the Russian Revolution, which significantly altered the course of European
history and international relations until the late 20th century.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.
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GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

ISTE Creative
Communicator
(Standard 6)

Communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety
purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats, and digital media
appropriate to their goals.

ISTE Global
Collaborator
(Standard 7)

Use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their learning
by collaborating with others and working effectively in teams locally and
globally.
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Unit Essential Questions





How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and
the balance of power?
How did the concept of a balance of power emerge, develop, and eventually become
institutionalized?
How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?
How and why have tensions arisen between the individual and society over the course of
European history?

Scope and Sequence




World War I: causes, major events/turning points, modern warfare, outcome, impact
Russian Revolution: causes, stages, outcome
Revolution in Austria-Hungary and Germany: causes, outcomes

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
Students will evaluate the extent to which international imperial rivalry contributed to the First
World War and how the war’s resolution via the Treaty of Versailles affected foreign territories
under European control.
 Students may participate in a lesson on and discussion of the role of European
imperialism in the rising tensions that led to the First World War in 1914.
 Students may engage in document-based analysis of the Treaty of Versailles along with
utilization of global post-World War I maps to evaluate the extent to which the post-war
settlement affected international territories under European control or mandate both
territorially and politically.
Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Students will analyze how issues of domestic poverty and dissatisfaction prompted socialist and
communist revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe during the First World War.
 Students may participate in a document-based lesson on the failed communist Sparticist
Revolution within Germany at the close of the First World War; works may include “The
War and the Workers – the Junius Pamphlet” by Rosa Luxemburg (1916).
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the development of
and justifications for the Russian Revolution of 1917 during the First World War as a
result of long-term industrial poverty, lack of state responsiveness to popular desire for
reform, and the strains of total war and extensive losses of Russian soldiers.
States and Other Institutions of Power (SP)
Students will analyze the policies of European states with respect to the development and
conduct of the First World War and the Russian Revolution.
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Students may participate in roundtable discussion, debate, and/or simulation related to the
July Crisis that precipitated the First World War and its origins in failures by European
statesmen throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Students may engage in literary analysis of primary source documents showing various
impacts of total war policies on European populations during the First World War; works
may include “The War and the Workers – the Junius Pamphlet” by Rosa Luxemburg
(1916), various British, French, German and Russian propaganda posters (c. 1914 to
1918), “Proclamation of the Irish Republic” issued by the Irish Provisional Government
(1916), “Letter to Viscount Bryce on the Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire” by Hal Fischer (1916), “War Sonnets” by Rupert Brooke (1914-1918), “In
Flanders Field” by John McCrae (1919), and “The Day He Went” by Helena Coleman
(1917).
Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the development of
and justifications for the Russian Revolution of 1917 during the First World War as a
result of long-term industrial poverty, lack of state responsiveness to popular desire for
reform, and the strains of total war and extensive losses of Russian soldiers.

Individual and Society (IS)
Students will analyze how the relationship between the individual and society and the states
changed as a result of the First World War and the Russian Revolution of 1917.
 Students may engage in document-based analysis of societal, cultural, and political
responses to the strains of total war policies during World War I; works may include
“The War and the Workers - the Junius Pamphlet” by Rosa Luxemburg (1916), various
British, French, German and Russian propaganda posters (c. 1914 to 1918),
“Proclamation of the Irish Republic” issued by the Irish Provisional Government (1916),
“Letter to Viscount Bryce on the Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire” by Hal
Fischer (1916), “War Sonnets” by Rupert Brooke (1914-1918), “In Flanders Field” by
John McCrae (1919), and “The Day He Went” by Helena Coleman (1917).
 Students may engage in document-based analysis, roundtable discussion, and/or debate
about the impact of Stalinist policies, resulting from the Russian Revolution of 1917, on
Soviet individuals and society.
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “The War and the Workers - the Junius Pamphlet” by Rosa Luxemburg (1916)
 various British, French, German and Russian propaganda posters (c. 1914 to 1918)
 “Proclamation of the Irish Republic” issued by the Irish Provisional Government (1916)
 “Letter to Viscount Bryce on the Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire” by Hal
Fischer (1916)
 “War Sonnets” by Rupert Brooke (1914-1918)
 “In Flanders Field” by John McCrae (1919)
 “The Day He Went” by Helena Coleman (1917)
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 11
The Age of Anxiety (Interwar Period)
The horrors of the “Great War” impacted the economic, intellectual, political, and cultural
institutions of Europe, culminating in a world-wide Depression, new theories in the fields of
physics and psychology, the rise of totalitarian dictators, and literary and artistic innovations
heavily influenced by the disillusioned “lost generation.”
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.
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INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions





What were the causes and consequences of economic and social inequality following
World War I?
In what ways and why have European governments moved toward or reacted against
representative and democratic principles and practices?
How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?
How has the organization of society changed as a result of or in response to the
development and spread of capitalism?

Scope and Sequence






Modern thought: philosophy, psychology, literature, art, architecture, music
Mass culture: consumer society, new technology, impact
Search for political stability: new governments, treaties and other acts of diplomacy,
United States involvement
Economic depression: causes, impact, responses
Rise of totalitarian states: fascism vs. communism, causes, actions taken, objectives,
stages of development, impact
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Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Objective Knowledge and Subjective Visions (OS)
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion and/or debate about the effects of the
Treaty of Versailles and its impact on the global economy, as well as newly-created
international organizations, conferences, and agreements.
 Students may analyze the conditions that led to the rise of totalitarian dictators in Italy,
Germany, and the Soviet Union, demonstrating knowledge of the common and disparate
characteristics of the totalitarian regimes.
 Students may discuss the Cult of Personality and the use of mass media propaganda in
totalitarian dictator subjugation.
 Students may examine art and literature for the impact of the “lost generation” and the
general period of disillusionment.
 Sources may include “The Decline of the West” by Oswald Spengler (1918), Brave New
World (excerpts) by Aldous Huxley (1931), “The Idea of a League of Nations” by H.G.
Wells (1919), “The Kellogg-Briand Pact” (1928), “The League of Nations Covenant”
(1919), “Civilization & Die Weltanschauung” by Sigmund Freud (1918), “On European
Civilization and the European Mind” by Paul Valery (1919), The Economic
Consequences of the Peace (excerpts) by John Maynard Keynes (1919), “The Treaty of
Versailles” (1919), “What Is Fascism?” by Benito Mussolini (1932), Mein Kempf
(excerpts) and various speeches by Adolf Hitler (c. 1926), “The Barmen Declaration”
(1934), “Why the German Republic Fell” by Bruno Heilig (1938), “The Locarno Pact”
(1925), “The Dawes Plan” (1924), “Representation of the People Act” (1918), Thus
Spoke Zarathustra (excerpts) by Friedrich Nietzche (1883-1891), “The Wasteland” by
T.S. Eliot (1922), Animal Farm by George Orwell (1945), “Guernica” by Pablo Picasso
(1937), “Fountain” by Marcel Duchamp (1917), “The Absurd Man” by Albert Camus
(1942), and various works by Salvador Dali (c. 1910-1983).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “The Decline of the West” by Oswald Spengler (1918)
 Brave New World (excerpts) by Aldous Huxley (1931)
 “The Idea of a League of Nations” by H.G. Wells (1919)
 “The Kellogg-Briand Pact” (1928)
 “The League of Nations Covenant” (1919)
 “Civilization & Die Weltanschauung” by Sigmund Freud (1918)
 “On European Civilization and the European Mind” by Paul Valery (1919)
 The Economic Consequences of the Peace (excerpts) by John Maynard Keynes (1919)
 “The Treaty of Versailles” (1919)
 “What Is Fascism?” by Benito Mussolini (1932)
 Mein Kempf (excerpts) and various speeches by Adolf Hitler (c. 1926)
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“The Barmen Declaration” (1934)
“Why the German Republic Fell” by Bruno Heilig (1938)
“The Locarno Pact” (1925)
“The Dawes Plan” (1924)
“Representation of the People Act” (1918)
Thus Spoke Zarathustra (excerpts) by Friedrich Nietzche (1883-1891)
“The Wasteland” by T.S. Eliot (1922)
Animal Farm by George Orwell (1945)
“Guernica” by Pablo Picasso (1937)
“Fountain” by Marcel Duchamp (1917)
“The Absurd Man” by Albert Camus (1942)
various works by Salvador Dali (c. 1910-1983)

Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 12
World War II
The Age of Anxiety brought to power several fascist dictators who capitalized on economic
despair, disgruntlement with the current political structures, anger with the Paris Peace
Conference, and general unhappiness. These totalitarian rulers attempted (with varying degrees
of success) to expand their rule – in the name of nationalism. They utilized very harsh and, at
times, evil methods to achieve their goal, leading to an all-out global war. This eventually led to
the use of atomic weapons, which in turn led to the Cold War.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.

ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.
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GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Unit Essential Questions





How did the concept of a balance of power emerge, develop, and eventually become
institutionalized?
How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and
the balance of power?
How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?
How and why have the status of specific groups within society changed over time?
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Scope and Sequence


World War II: causes, major events/turning points, modern warfare, outcome, impact

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
 Students may discuss and debate if World War II can be blamed on the Treaty of
Versailles, since each of Hitler’s first steps clearly violated the Treaty.
 Students may compare the military tactics of each side in World War II, evaluating the
decisions made during wartime conferences.
 Sources may include “Arsenal of Democracy” (1940) and “Four Freedoms” (1941) by
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “The Atlantic Charter” (1941), “Their Finest Hour” (1940)
and “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” (1940) by Winston Churchill, “The Casablanca
Conference” (1943), “The Tehran Conference” (1943), “The Yalta Conference” (1945),
“The Potsdam Conference” (1945), “Germany’s Invasion of Poland” (1939), “The
Nuremburg War Crimes Trial” (1945), “The Tripartite Pact” (1940), “The Nazi-Soviet
Pact” (1939), and “The Wannsee Conference” (1942).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Arsenal of Democracy” (1940) and “Four Freedoms” (1941) by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt
 “The Atlantic Charter” (1941)
 “Their Finest Hour” (1940) and “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” (1940) by Winston
Churchill
 “The Casablanca Conference” (1943)
 “The Tehran Conference” (1943)
 “The Yalta Conference” (1945)
 “The Potsdam Conference” (1945)
 “Germany’s Invasion of Poland” (1939)
 “The Nuremburg War Crimes Trial” (1945)
 “The Tripartite Pact” (1940)
 “The Nazi-Soviet Pact” (1939)
 “The Wannsee Conference” (1942)
Time Allotment
 Approximately two weeks
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UNIT 13
The Cold War and Modern Europe
After World War II, two superpowers emerged: the United States and the Soviet Union. These
two countries became the global leaders of their economic systems (capitalism and communism,
respectively), advocating for their expansion. The two ideologies were polar opposites, and both
nations (as well as their allies) were threatened by each other, creating a Cold War that lasted for
the better part of 45 years and which was characterized by an arms buildup, protective
international organizations, and proxy wars. At the same time, European countries slowly began
to rebound from the devastation of World War II, complete with political changes for some, a
move towards modernization for many, and the release of colonies for most. Many of these
nations came together in various unifying organizations in an attempt to improve the economy,
promote free trade among their members, and create a European culture and community.
Unit Goals
At the completion of this unit, students will:
HIST 9-12.1

Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

HIST 9-12.2

Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

HIST 9-12.3

Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the
historical context.

HIST 9-12.6

Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history
shaped the history that they produced.

HIST 9-12.9

Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

HIST 9-12.12

Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further
inquiry and investigate additional sources.

HIST 9-12.15

Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing
a historical argument.

HIST 9-12.16

Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

ECO 9-12.1

Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with
a range of costs and benefits for different groups.

ECO 9-12.3

Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of
government policies to improve market outcomes.
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ECO 9-12.5

Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital
goods and human capital increase economic growth and standards of
living.

GEO 9-12.1

Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

GEO 9-12.4

Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.

INQ 9-12.2

Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about
interpretations and applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas
associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.4

Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how,
through engaging source work, new compelling and supporting questions
emerge.

INQ 9-12.7

Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the
sources.

INQ 9-12.8

Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from
multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or
strengthen claims.

INQ 9-12.9

Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and
knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both.

INQ 9-12.10

Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.

CIV 9-12.1

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national,
and international civic and political institutions to address social and
political problems.

CIV 9-12.3

Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and human rights.

CIV 9-12.5

Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.7

Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

AP / ECE European History

58

Unit Essential Questions








How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and
the balance of power?
In what ways and why have European governments moved toward or reacted against
representative and democratic principles and practices?
How has capitalism developed as an economic system?
What forms have European governments taken, and how have these changed over time?
How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?
What impact has contact with Europe had on non-European societies?
What forms have family, class, and social groups taken in European history, and how
have they changed over time?

Scope and Sequence










Origins of diplomacy and competing ideologies
Diplomatic actions: changing tenor of diplomacy, successes, failures
Changing societies: Eastern Europe and Western Europe
Changing economies: Eastern Europe and Western Europe
Decolonization: causes, effects, outcomes
End of the Cold War, and post-Cold War conflicts: key players, locations, causes, impact,
future
Global systems: origins, areas of development, impact, future
Changing populations: causes, reactions, impact, future
New challenges: relations with Europe and the Muslim world

Assured Assessments
Formative and summative assessments include class discussion, historic document analysis,
quizzes and tests aligned with Advanced Placement Examination, thesis-based writing using
historical evidence, and student self-assessment with writer’s checklist and assignment-specific
rubrics.
National and European Identity (NI)
 Students may debate the conflict between capitalism and communism, the impact of
World War II and the Holocaust, and the importance of international organizations.
 Students may participate in roundtable discussion about the attempt to create a European
culture, the move to a unified European economy, the changing face of European politics,
the decolonization process and its impact on European colonial powers, and/or threats
faced by the post-Cold War continent.
 Sources may include “United Nations Charter” (1945), “Universal Declaration of Human
Rights” (1948), “The Helsinki Accords” (1975), “Iron Curtain Speech” (1946) and
“Words on War” (1946) by Winston Churchill, “Response to Churchill’s Iron Curtain
Speech” by Joseph Stalin (1946), “The NATO Treaty” (1949), “The Eisenhower
Doctrine” (1957), “The Truman Doctrine” (1947), “The Marshall Plan” (1948), “Address
to the UN General Assembly” by Nikita Khrushchev (1960), “The Treaty of Rome”
(1957), “The Maastricht Treaty on the European Union” (1992),
“The Paradox of Liberalism versus Illiberalism: The British Middle Class Portrayed in
1980s Popular Culture” by Chris MacNeil (1994), “Christianity and Wealth” by Margaret
Thatcher (1998), “The Constitution of the Fifth Republic” (1958), “Europe and Its Role
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in World Affairs” by Charles de Gaulle (1964), “The Warsaw Pact” (1955), “The
Brezhnev Doctrine” (1968), “The Dayton Peace Accords” (1995), “The INF Treaty”
(1987), “GATT” (1947), “The Bretton Woods Conference” (1944), and The Second Sex
(excerpts) by Simone de Beauvoir (1949).
Resources
Core
 Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill,
2009. Print.
Supplemental
 “Arsenal of Democracy” (1940) and “Four Freedoms” (1941) by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt
 “United Nations Charter” (1945)
 “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (1948)
 “The Helsinki Accords” (1975),
 “Iron Curtain Speech” (1946) and “Words on War” (1946) by Winston Churchill
 “Response to Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech” by Joseph Stalin (1946)
 “The NATO Treaty” (1949)
 “The Eisenhower Doctrine” (1957)
 “The Truman Doctrine” (1947)
 “The Marshall Plan” (1948)
 “Address to the UN General Assembly” by Nikita Khrushchev (1960)
 “The Treaty of Rome” (1957)
 “The Maastricht Treaty on the European Union” (1992)
 “The Paradox of Liberalism versus Illiberalism: The British Middle Class Portrayed in
1980s Popular Culture” by Chris MacNeil (1994)
 “Christianity and Wealth” by Margaret Thatcher (1998)
 “The Constitution of the Fifth Republic” (1958)
 “Europe and Its Role in World Affairs” by Charles de Gaulle (1964)
 “The Warsaw Pact” (1955)
 “The Brezhnev Doctrine” (1968)
 “The Dayton Peace Accords” (1995)
 “The INF Treaty” (1987)
 “GATT” (1947)
 “The Bretton Woods Conference” (1944)
 The Second Sex (excerpts) by Simone de Beauvoir (1949)
Time Allotment
 Approximately four weeks
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COURSE CREDIT
One credit in social studies
One class period daily for a full year

PREREQUISITES
Enrollment in grades 10-12.

CURRENT REFERENCES
AP Central. “AP European History.” https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-europeanhistory?course=ap-european-history. Web.
Barry, Susan. “AP European History: Course Planning and Pacing Guide.”
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-european-history-course-planning-pacingguide-barry.pdf?course=ap-european-history. Web.
Chambers, Mortimer, et al. The Western Experience. 10th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2009.
Print.
Halsall, Paul. “Internet Modern History Sourcebook.”
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp. Web.
Richey, Tom. “AP European History.” https://www.tomrichey.net/ap-european-history.html.
Web.
Sherman, Dennis. Western Civilizations: Sources, Images, and Interpretations from the
Renaissance to the Present. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008. Print.
Witcombe, Christopher L.C.E. “Art History Resources on the Web.”
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-european-history?course=ap-europeanhistory. Web.

ASSURED STUDENT PERFORMANCE RUBRICS




Trumbull High School School-Wide Reading Rubric
Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric
Trumbull High School School-Wide Social and Civic Expectations Rubric
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Reading Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Working Toward Goal
2

Needs Support
1-0

Respond
X_______

Demonstrates
exceptional
understanding of text
by:
 Clearly identifying
the purpose of the
text
 Providing initial
reaction richly
supported by text
 Providing a
perceptive
interpretation

Demonstrates
understanding of text
by:
 Identifying the
fundamental purpose
of the text
 Providing initial
reaction supported by
text
 Providing a
clear/straightforward
interpretation of the
text

Demonstrates general understanding
of text by:
 Partially identifying the purpose of
the text
 Providing initial reaction somewhat
supported by text
 Providing a superficial interpretation
of the text

Demonstrates limited or
no understanding of text
by:
 Not identifying the
purpose of the text
 Providing initial
reaction not supported
by text
 Providing an
interpretation not
supported by the text

Interpret
X_______

Demonstrates
exceptional
interpretation of text
by:
 Extensively
reshaping,
reflecting, revising,
and/or
deepening initial
understanding
 Constructing
insightful and
perceptive ideas
about the text.
 Actively raising
critical questions
and exploring
multiple
interpretations of the
text

Demonstrates ability to
interpret text by:
 Reshaping, reflecting,
revising, and/or
deepening initial
understanding
 Summarizing main
ideas of text
 Actively interpreting
text by raising
questions and looking
for answers in text

Demonstrates general ability to
interpret text by:
 Guided reflection and/or revision of
initial understanding
 Summarizing some of the main ideas
of text
 Guided interpretation of text by
locating answers to given questions
in text

Demonstrates limited
ability to interpret text as
evidenced by:
 Struggle to implement
guided reflection
and/or revision of
initial understanding
 Struggle to summarize
any main ideas of text
 Struggle to answer
questions by locating
responses in text

Connect
X_______

Demonstrates
perceptive connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Demonstrates specific
connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Demonstrates general connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Struggles to make
connections
 text-to-text
 text-to-self
 text-to-world

Evaluate
X_______

Demonstrates
insightful evaluation of
text by one or more of
the following:
 Critical analysis to
create a conclusion
supported by the text
 Perceptive
judgments about the
quality of the text
 Synthesis of text
 Expression of a
personal opinion

Demonstrates an
evaluation of text by one
or more of the
following:
 Critical analysis to
form a conclusion
from the text
 Thoughtful judgments
about the quality of
the text
 Evaluation of text to
express personal
opinion(s)

Demonstrates a general evaluation of
text by one or more of the following:
 Formulation of a superficial
conclusion from the text
 Assessment of the quality of the text
 Use of text to express personal
opinion(s)

Demonstrates a struggle
to evaluate the text by
one or more of the
following:
 Formulation of a
conclusion from the
text
 Assessment of the
quality of the text
 Use of text to express
personal opinion(s)
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4
Student work:

Goal
3
Student work:

Working Toward Goal
2
Student work:

Purpose
X_______



Establishes and maintains
a clear purpose
 Demonstrates an
insightful understanding
of audience and task



Establishes and
maintains a purpose
 Demonstrates an
accurate awareness of
audience and task




Organization
X_______



Reflects sophisticated
organization throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains a clear focus
 Utilizes effective
transitions



Reflects organization
throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains a focus
 Utilizes transitions

Content
X_______



Is accurate, explicit, and
vivid
 Exhibits ideas that are
highly developed and
enhanced by specific
details and examples




Use of
Language
X_______





Demonstrates excellent
use of language
 Demonstrates a highly
effective use of standard
writing that enhances
communication
 Contains few or no errors.
Errors do not detract from
meaning
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Is accurate and relevant
Exhibits ideas that are
developed and
supported by details and
examples

Demonstrates
competent use of
language
 Demonstrates effective
use of standard writing
conventions
 Contains few errors.
Most errors do not
detract from meaning

Needs Support
1-0
Student work:

Establishes a purpose
Demonstrates an
awareness of audience
and task





Reflects some
organization throughout
 Demonstrates logical
progression of ideas at
times
 Maintains a vague focus
 May utilize some
ineffective transitions





May contain some
inaccuracies
 Exhibits ideas that are
partially supported by
details and examples







Demonstrates use of
language
 Demonstrates use of
standard writing
conventions
 Contains errors that
detract from meaning

Does not establish a
clear purpose
 Demonstrates
limited/no awareness of
audience and task
Reflects little/no
organization
 Lacks logical
progression of ideas
 Maintains little/no
focus
 Utilizes ineffective or
no transitions
Is inaccurate and
unclear
 Exhibits limited/no
ideas supported by
specific details and
examples
Demonstrates limited
competency in use of
language
 Demonstrates limited
use of standard writing
conventions
 Contains errors that
make it difficult to
determine meaning
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Social and Civic Expectations Rubric
Category/
Weight

Exemplary
4

Goal
3

Working Toward Goal
2

Needs Support
1-0

Responsibility
for Self
X_______




Highly self-directed
Consistently displays
ethical conduct in the
classroom and on
campus




Self-directed
Displays ethical
conduct in the
classroom and on
campus



Occasionally selfdirected
 At times displays
ethical conduct in the
classroom and on
campus




Rarely self-directed
Seldom displays ethical
conduct in the classroom
and on campus

Respects
Others
X_______



Sensitive and
considerate to others



Considerate to others



At times considerate to
others



Insensitive to others

Practices
Interpersonal
Skills
X_______



Champions discussions
to resolve differences
through active listening
and offers opinions
without prompting in a
positive and rational
manner



Actively discusses
avenues to resolve
differences when
appropriate, and offers
encouraging opinions
when prompted



At times, appears
indifferent to others,
does not seek avenues
to resolve differences,
and is inflexible in his
or her own opinions



Demonstrates
intolerance and lacks
social interaction skills

Cultural
Understanding
X_______



Demonstrates a high
level of cultural
understanding and
respect for the
uniqueness of others,
their practices and
perspectives



Demonstrates an
appreciation of cultural
understanding and
respect for the
uniqueness of others,
their practices and
perspectives



Demonstrates little
appreciation of cultural
understanding and
respect for the
uniqueness of others,
their practices and
perspectives



Demonstrates a lack of
appreciation of cultural
understanding and
respect for the
uniqueness of others,
their practices and
perspectives
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