TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT
Curriculum Committee
of the
Trumbull Board of Education
Regular Meeting
Trumbull High School Main Office Conference Room
Thursday, September 19, 2019 – 8:15 am
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order/Introduction – The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petitti at 8:23 am.

Members present
M. Petitti, chair
L. Timpanelli
M. Ward
J. Budd, Ph.D., ex officio
Other
M. McGarry, Project Director, TPAUD
K. Naumann, Project Coordinator, TPAUD
L. Hayes-O’Brien
T. Edwards, Science Department Chair, Trumbull High School
J. Cayer, science teacher, Trumbull High School
L. Ryan, English Language Arts Team Leader, Hillcrest Middle School
II.

Public Comment – There was no Public Comment.

III.

Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 8/22/2019
Mr. Ward moved to approve the Minutes as presented. Ms. Timpanelli seconded the
motion. The motion was unanimously agreed to.

IV.

New Business
a. Proposed TPAUD High School Student Questionnaire, November 2019, &
Middle School Student Questionnaire, November 2019 (approvals required in
accordance with BOE Policy 6162.51, Educational Research and Surveys of
Students)
Ms. McGarry explained the importance of data-driven decision-making for
TPAUD, following a public health model that includes links to mental health and
gambling. The surveys, continuing the survey history of TPAUD since 2006,
would highlight strengths within the community as well as potential needs;

parents and students can opt out of taking the survey, or decline to answer any
particular questions. Mr. Ward, Ms. Petitti, and Ms. Timpanelli noted the
importance of community education, including parent education, on these topics.
Ms. McGarry explained the plan is for survey results to ultimately be presented to
the Board of Education in early spring 2020. Ms. Hayes-O’Brien affirmed the
importance of Ms. McGarry and Ms. Naumann’s work on behalf of TPAUD and
the entire Trumbull community. Ms. Petitti moved to bring the surveys to the
Board of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for September 24, 2019,
and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
b. Advanced Placement Chemistry Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd noted the importance of the recent Taft professional development in
relation to Mr. Cayer and Ms. Giroux’s substantial revision of this curriculum
guide. Mr. Cayer described the links between the curriculum guide and NGSS and
science modeling. Ms. Petitti noted the importance of courses such as this for
students’ future careers, and Mr. Edwards noted the wide variety of students
interested in advanced study in the sciences. Mr. Ward confirmed that the current
textbook, in its updated edition, is appropriate for the course. Mr. Ward moved to
bring the curriculum guide to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting
scheduled for September 24, 2019, and Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was
unanimously agreed to.
c. Grade 8 Language Arts Curriculum Guide
d. Grade 8 Reading Study Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd noted the evolution of both these curriculum guides as the final year of
the three-year revision of English language arts curriculum guides in Trumbull’s
middle schools; he then distributed the attached rubrics supporting the Grade 8
Language Arts curriculum guide, which had not been available at the time the
meeting’s agenda had been published. Ms. Ryan explained the Grade 8 Language
Arts curriculum guide in terms of its increased emphasis on writing and meeting
current students’ needs, and explained as well the nonfiction emphasis of Grade 8
Reading Study. Mr. Ward, Ms. Petitti, and Ms. Timpanelli voiced their support
for ongoing teaching and learning advancement at both middle schools. Ms.
Petitti moved to bring the curriculum guides to the Board of Education for
approval at its meeting scheduled for September 24, 2019, and Mr. Ward
seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
e. Report, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessments
Dr. Budd distributed copies of the attached flyers for the upcoming ELL Parent
Information Session and the upcoming TPS Read-Aloud Day, and encouraged
attendance by the Curriculum Committee members if their schedules allow.
Mr. Ward moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 am; Ms. Timpanelli seconded. The motion was
unanimously agreed to.

ASSURED STUDENT PERFORMANCE RUBRICS



Grade 8 Language Arts Universal Writing Rubric (attached)
Grade 8 Language Arts Writing Workshop Checklist (attached)
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Grade 8 Language Arts Universal Writing Rubric
Name: ________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________

Essay Assignment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence and
Elaboration
(60%)

Includes a strong
claim/thesis that is
thoroughly supported and
explained with specific
evidence from the text.
Quotes effectively support
thesis.

Includes a specific
claim/thesis that is adequately
supported and explained with
evidence from the text.
Quotes adequately support
thesis.

Includes a claim/thesis that
is generally supported and
explained with some
evidence from the text.
Ideas and explanations may
be incorrect, irrelevant, or
redundant. Quotes
generally support thesis.

May or may not include a
claim/thesis. Claim/thesis is
supported and explained with
minimal evidence from the text.
Ideas and explanations are lacking.
Quotes minimally support thesis or
are missing.

Organization
(25%)

Supporting ideas are
logically arranged to show
development of thought.
Transitions are effectively
embedded to enhance
fluency.

Most supporting ideas are
logically arranged to show
development of thought.
Transitions are adequately
embedded to improve
fluency.

Supporting ideas are
somewhat logically
arranged to show
development of thought. A
lack of transitions interferes
with fluency.

The order of supporting ideas is
awkward or confusing. Transitions
are not present and/or weak.

Conventions
(10%)

There are few, if any, errors
in usage, sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling. Essay
format/parenthetical citations
follow proper MLA format.

There are some errors in
usage, sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling. Few errors in
essay format/parenthetical
citations.

There are several errors in
usage, sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling. Some errors
in essay format/
parenthetical citations.

There are frequent errors in usage,
sentence formation, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling. Several
errors in essay format/parenthetical
citations or missing altogether.

Style
(5%)

Word choice is strong and
appropriate for the
assignment, and reflects an
awareness of audience.

Word choice is adequate and
appropriate for the
assignment, and reflects an
awareness of audience.

Word choice is generally
appropriate for the
assignment, and reflects an
awareness of audience.

Word choice is weak and/or
inappropriate for the assignment,
and may not reflect an awareness of
audience.
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Grade 8 Language Arts Writing Workshop Checklist
ORGANIZATION

Exceptional

Skilled

Proficient

Developing

Exceptional

Skilled

Proficient

Developing

Exceptional

Skilled

Proficient

Developing

Exceptional

Skilled

Proficient

Developing

Paper has a clear beginning and ending
Order of ideas helps construct meaning and makes the paper easy to
follow
Arrangement helps reader to anticipate content, including headers,
paragraphs, images, graphs, etc.
Each paragraph stays on topic and supports the central purpose of the
paper
Transitions enhance fluency of paper (connection between
ideas/paragraphs, lead-ins to quotes, etc.)
Writing is fluent
EVIDENCE/ELABORATION
Purpose (thesis, theme, etc.) of writing piece is easily identifiable
Details are abundant and specific, further supporting the aforementioned
purpose
Each detail is explained/discussed and tied to the purpose
Depth of knowledge reflects synthesis, analysis, and audience awareness
STYLE
Word choice is strong, appropriate for the assignment, and reflects an
awareness of audience (e.g., no contractions for an academic audience,
but contractions are more natural in a narrative)
Paper adheres to established writing standards*
CONVENTIONS
Mechanics of English are correct (spelling, punctuation, capitalization,
grammar, sentence structure)
Paper adheres to MLA research and citation standards**
PROCESS
Final product reveals evidence of revision and editing

GRADE: _____________
*Typed and double-spaced or 1.5-spaced; Standard font (Times New Roman, Arial, or Courier), 11 or 12 point font; Oneinch margin on all sides; One space after periods and other punctuation marks.
**MLA Header on page one only; All pages include last name and page number in upper right hand corner of page;
Appropriate information is cited, including statistics, direct quotes, facts that are not common knowledge that you didn’t
previously know, anecdotal support; Parenthetical citations are correctly formatted; Works Cited and/or Works Consulted
Page is attached and correctly formatted.
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Trumbull Rotary Read-Aloud
October 21, 22, & 23, 2019
Mon., Oct. 21, 9:00 am and 1:00 pm: TECEC
Tues., Oct. 22, 9:00-10:00: Daniels Farm, Frenchtown, Tashua
Wed., Oct. 23, 9:00-10:00 Booth Hill, Jane Ryan, Middlebrook

Pre-K, Kindergarten
The Big Umbrella
by Amy June Bates
Grade 1
Same, Same but Different
by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw

Grade 2
Bilal Cooks Daal
by Aisha Saeed

Grade 3
Suki’s Kimono
by Chieri Uegaki and
Stephane Jorisch

Grade 4
This Is How We Do It
by Matt Lamothe

Grade 5
Marisol McDonald
Doesn’t Match
by Monica Brown

ELL Parent Information Session
(This event is for parents only)
Please join us for an information session about our
English Language Learner program.
This is a great opportunity for new families
to learn about our ELL program.
 Learn how the ELL program supports your children in the classroom
 Learn how you can support your children at home
 Discover family resources in Trumbull and the neighboring communities for
you and your family
Wednesday, September 25, 2019
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Long Hill Administration Building
6254 Main Street
Trumbull
Please respond to Cathy Bostley
203-452-4339
cbostley@trumbullps.org

