TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT
Curriculum Committee
of the
Trumbull Board of Education
Regular Meeting
Trumbull High School Main Office Conference Room
Thursday, January 17, 2019 – 8:15 a.m.
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order/Introduction – The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petitti at 8:17 a.m.

Members present
M. Petitti, chair
L. Timpanelli
M. Ward
J. Budd, Ph.D., ex officio
Other
M. Guarino, Principal, Trumbull High School
E. Spark, B-House Principal, Trumbull High School
A. Marzialo, English Department Chair, Trumbull High School
M. Sagnella, English teacher, Trumbull High School
E. Balter, English Language Arts Team Leader, Madison Middle School
B. Beaman, Coordinator of Special Education, Grade 9 – Post High School
P. Gabriel, special education teacher, Trumbull High School
M. Seperack, special education teacher, Trumbull High School
R. Fisco, special education teacher, Trumbull High School
P. Sevilla, world languages teacher, Trumbull High School
II.

Public Comment – There was no Public Comment.

III.

Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 11/15/2018 – Mr. Ward moved to approve the
minutes as presented. Ms. Petitti seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
agreed to.

IV.

Approval/Minutes – Special Meeting 12/13/2018 – Mr. Ward moved to approve the
minutes as presented. Ms. Timpanelli seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
agreed to.

V.

New Business

a. New Course Text Proposal: Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy,
AP Edition, 17th ed. (Core: Advanced Placement United States Government &
Politics)
Dr. Budd explained that this item was being removed from the agenda, and would
be replaced by the addition on a subsequent agenda of a very recently published
textbook seen as superior to this one.
b. New Course Proposal: Inquiry into Contemporary Texts and Issues
Dr. Budd introduced Ms. Sagnella, who spoke to the importance of non-fiction
texts for college and career readiness, as well as the interdisciplinary potential of
this proposed new course. Ms. Timpanelli supported the advancement of research
skills in a course such as this one. Mr. Ward moved to bring the new course
proposal to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for
January 22, 2019, and Ms. Timpanelli seconded. The motion was unanimously
agreed to.
c. New Course Text Proposal: The Mysterious Benedict Society (Supplemental:
Grade 6 Integrated Literacy)
Dr. Budd noted that Ms. Ryan wished to convey her regrets for her unavoidable
absence, and then introduced Ms. Balter, who contextualized The Mysterious
Benedict Society in terms of increasing students’ reading stamina through an
engaging mystery part of a larger text series. Ms. Petitti noted that this text has
widespread reading appeal. Ms. Petitti moved to bring the new course text
proposal to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for
January 22, 2019, and Ms. Timpanelli seconded. The motion was unanimously
agreed to.
d. New Course Text Proposal: Echo (Core: Grade 7 Integrated Literacy: Reading)
Ms. Balter
Ms. Timpanelli explained that she was in the middle of Echo and was so engaged
that she couldn’t put the book down. Ms. Balter noted the three interesting
protagonists of the text and its connection to historical events. Mr. Ward moved to
bring the new course text proposal to the Board of Education for approval at its
meeting scheduled for January 22, 2019, and Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion
was unanimously agreed to.
e. New Course Text Proposal: Navigating Early (Supplemental: Grade 7 Integrated
Literacy: Reading)
Ms. Balter explained that Navigating Early would provide an important
contemporary option to the book club unit for Grade 7 Integrated Literacy:
Reading, as well as an intriguing parallel to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Mr.
Ward commended the value of this text and others brought forward by the middle
school language arts team leaders in recent years. Mr. Ward moved to bring the
new course text proposal to the Board of Education for approval at its meeting
scheduled for January 22, 2019, and Ms. Timpanelli seconded. The motion was
unanimously agreed to.

f. Science Explorations Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd introduced Mr. Gabriel, who described the class demographic for
Science Explorations as well as the course design, including modified texts and
manipulatives. Ms. Timpanelli praised the efforts to engage all students in science
education. Ms. Timpanelli moved to bring the curriculum guide to the Board of
Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for January 22, 2019, and Ms.
Petitti seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
g. English 9-10 Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd introduced Ms. Beaman, who explained the curriculum development
process for this course. Ms. Seperack described the inclusion of literacy skills
such as a Writer’s Notebook for all students. Ms. Petitti commended the effort
toward increased rigor. Mr. Ward moved to bring the curriculum guide to the
Board of Education for approval at its meeting scheduled for January 22, 2019,
and Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
h. Employment Explorations Curriculum Guide
Dr. Budd introduced Mr. Fisco, who outlined the key units of this curriculum
guide, including the projects around Trumbull High School completed by the
class. Ms. Beaman shared information related to transition requirements for all
high school special education students, noting that TPS teacher John Wrobel had
been instrumental in the 2009 Connecticut Transition Task Force. Mr. Fisco
distributed the brochure describing work of the S.O.A.R. Enterprises part of this
course; the brochure is attached to these Minutes. Mr. Ward noted the importance
of this programming for students, and the other Committee members concurred.
Mr. Ward moved to bring the curriculum guide to the Board of Education for
approval at its meeting scheduled for January 22, 2019, and Ms. Timpanelli
seconded. The motion was unanimously agreed to.
Mr. Guarino thanked the Committee members for their support of these special
education curriculum guides, noting that inclusion of special education students
was a point of pride at Trumbull High School.
i. Report, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessments
Dr. Budd presented details about yesterday’s visit of the Chinese Delegation from
the Guangdong Province to Trumbull, including the exciting visits to see teaching
and learning in action at Daniels Farm Elementary School, Hillcrest Middle
School, Madison Middle School, and Trumbull High School. He also displayed
some of the gifts received by Trumbull from members of the delegation.
Dr. Budd also presented Sr. Sevilla, who reported on the very successful testing
results to date for the Seal of Biliteracy for the Class of 2018, with 85 students
demonstrating biliteracy on the AAPPL assessment; a sample testing report was
distributed, and is attached to these Minutes. It was noted that Ms. Lavorgna-Lye,
World Languages Department Chair, and Elaine Adams of the THS Language
Lab have been instrumental in the testing process. Dr. Budd explained that

students would be notified of their testing results, and successful students
celebrated, in upcoming weeks, with appropriate media publicity. Committee
members conveyed their appreciation for the world languages program in
Trumbull, and their pride in these Seal of Biliteracy results.
Mr. Ward moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:44 a.m.; Ms. Petitti seconded. The motion was
unanimously agreed to.

