WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP
YOUR CHILD SUCCEED?

Make sure they have a calculator which
they are comfortable using, as well as
pencils! Cell phones and PDA’s are not
to be used!

Mandate that your children get plenty of
sleep at all times, but most importantly,
the nights before CAPT testing.

Ensure that they have a good breakfast the
morning of CAPT

Encourage your student to read each
problem carefully.

Encourage your student to pace
themselves. Each grid- in should take less
than two minutes to complete. Students
should review their answers and make
sure they have completely answered each
question.

Encourage your student to answer every
question. Even if they don’t know how to
get the final answer, they should show
work or explain parts of the solution that
they do know.

We would like to thank you for you support
dnring CAPT fests as well as your ongoing
support of Mathematics education in the Town
of Trumbull!
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THE MATHEMATICS CAPT

The Math section assesses how well
students compute and estimate, solve
problems, and communicate their
understanding. The math test consists
of 32 questions, eight of which are
open ended. The remaining 24
questions are grid- in.

Open ended questions are graded on a
3- pt rubric. Grid- in questions are
worth one point and are scored as
correct or incorrect.

The Mathematics test is divided into
two days of testing. Each test period
is 75 minutes in length and consists of
4 open ended questions and 12 grid
ins. Students will take the Math
CAPT on Tuesday, March 11" and
Wednesday, March 12",

Each year all open ended questions
are later released while approximately
half of the grid in questions are
released. Released items as well as
scored student responses can be found
at:
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/ced
ar/assessment/capt/released items.ht
m

Students are provided with a ruler and
a formula sheet during the test.

Open Ended Advice:

The first sentence should answer the
question.

Sentences need not be detailed if the
student refers to computations,
diagrams, tables, graphs, ...

Three sentences should suffice.

Sample Open Ended Question
with grading rubric:

A farmer has two grain silos, both shaped like right circular cylinders, with dimensions shown in
the diagrams below
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a. How much greater 1s the volume of Silo B than the volume of Stlo A? Show your work or
explain how you found your answer.

b. The farmer has the same amount of grain stored in each of the two silos. Silo A 1s filled to the
top. What 15 the height, n feet, of the level of the gram m Silo B? Show vour work or explain
how you found your answer.

Score 3

The response contains:

»  acorrect value expressing the difference or ratio between the volumes of Silo B and Silo A, with
work or explanation, and a correct value for the height i feet of the level of gram n Silo B, with
work or explanation.

The response may contain minar errors that do not detract from a demonstration of full understanding.

Score 2

The response may confain:

+ anmcorrect value for the difference 1n volumes due to a significant error, e.g., the use of an meorrect
formula or the use of diameter instead of radius in the correct formmla, and a correct or consistent
value for the heighr of the grain in Silo B, with work or explanation
OR

» acorrect value for the difference in volumes, with work or explanation, but an incorrect value for the
height of the grain in Silo B due to a sigmificant error in an appropriate process.

Score 1

The response may confain®

+  a correct value for the difference in volumes, with work or explanarion
OR

+  an incorrect value for the difference 1n volumes due to a sigmificant error, e.g., the use of an incorrect
formula or the use of diameter mstead of radius in the correct formmla, with work or explanation.

Score 0
The student has demonstrated merely an acquaintance with the topic. No evidence 15 present to suggest
that the student has the ability to solve problems of this general type.

Grid In Advice:

- No fractional or negative answers.

- For some questions, several acceptable
correct answers exist.

- Review rounding to nearest whole,
tenth, and hundredth.

Sample grid- in question:
The relationship between the distance d, i feet, required to stop a velucle and s, the speed in mules
per hour that the velucle was traveling, 15 given by the equation
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where f represents the coefficient of friction between the tires and the road.

Tt took a car 203 feet to stop. What speed was the car traveling? Use f = 0.3 and round your
answer fo the nearest mile per hour.

62, 62,99, and 62.9
are also acceplable,
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HOW TO PREPARE?

The students have already done a lot of
preparation. In ninth and tenth grade, teachers
provide practice in class.

e Students perform one full length
“practice CAPT” in the spring of 9"

grade.

e Midterms and finals have CAPT- like
questions on them.

e  Sample tasks are assigned throughout
the year.

o Aweek of CAPT preparation will take
place before the exam.

e  Teachers maintain a CAPT portfolio for
each sophomore.

e  Practice tests are given in Geometry
300, Geometry 200 and Algebra 1 200.



