
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP 
YOUR CHILD SUCCEED? 
• Make sure they have a calculator which 

they are comfortable using, as well as 
pencils! Cell phones and PDA’s are not 
to be used! 

• Mandate that your children get plenty of 
sleep at all times, but most importantly, 
the nights before CAPT testing.  

• Ensure that they have a good breakfast the 
morning of CAPT  

• Encourage your student to read each 
problem carefully. 

• Encourage your student to pace 
themselves.  Each grid- in should take less 
than two minutes to complete.  Students 
should review their answers and make 
sure they have completely answered each 
question. 

• Encourage your student to answer every 
question.  Even if they don’t know how to 
get the final answer, they should show 
work or explain parts of the solution that 
they do know. 
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THE MATHEMATICS CAPT 
- The Math section assesses how well 

students compute and estimate, solve 
problems, and communicate their 
understanding. The math test consists 
of 32 questions, eight of which are 
open ended. The remaining 24 
questions are grid- in. 

- Open ended questions are graded on a 
3- pt rubric.  Grid- in questions are 
worth one point and are scored as 
correct or incorrect. 

- The Mathematics test is divided into 
two days of testing.  Each test period 
is 75 minutes in length and consists of 
4 open ended questions and 12 grid 
ins. Students will take the Math 
CAPT on Tuesday, March 11th and 
Wednesday, March 12th. 

- Each year all open ended questions 
are later released while approximately 
half of the grid in questions are 
released.  Released items as well as 
scored student responses can be found 
at: 
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/ced
ar/assessment/capt/released_items.ht
m 

- Students are provided with a ruler and 
a formula sheet during the test. 

Open Ended Advice: 

- The first sentence should answer the 
question. 

- Sentences need not be detailed if the 
student refers to computations, 
diagrams, tables, graphs, … 

- Three sentences should suffice. 

Sample Open Ended Question 
with grading rubric: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grid In Advice: 

- No fractional or negative answers. 

- For some questions, several acceptable 
correct answers exist. 

- Review rounding to nearest whole, 
tenth, and hundredth. 

Sample grid- in question: 

 

 
HOW TO PREPARE? 
The students have already done a lot of 
preparation.  In ninth and tenth grade, teachers 
provide practice in class. 

• Students perform one full length 
“practice CAPT” in the spring of 9th 
grade.   

• Midterms and finals have CAPT- like 
questions on them. 

• Sample tasks are assigned throughout 
the year. 

• A week of CAPT preparation will take 
place before the exam. 

• Teachers maintain a CAPT portfolio for 
each sophomore. 

• Practice tests are given in Geometry 
300, Geometry 200 and Algebra I 200. 

 


