
Dear TECEC Families, 

Happy New Year and welcome to the second half of our school year. As I write this letter, the long 

range forecast looks favorable for full days of school without snow delays or early dismissals. How-

ever, as we all know forecasts are just that, a predication of what may happen and from time to 

time there may be changes to your childôs school schedule.  For those of you who are new to    

TECEC, I encourage you to sign up for the free K-12 Alert System.  In the event there is a change in 

school hours or a closure you will receive an email and a text message detailing specific information 

for our district.  The service which can be found on the Trumbull Public Schools website 

(trumbullps.org ) is easy to sign up for if you have access to a computer.  If anyone needs assis-

tance with this process I would be more than happy to assist you if you stop by my office. In addi-

tion to the K -12 Alert System, all changes to the school hours are posted on the Trumbull Public 

Schools website as well as many local television and radio stations.  

In addition to our childrenôs schedules being affected by the weather, I appreciate your understand-

ing and cooperation concerning our scheduled meetings at TECEC during those days. For those who 

have scheduled meetings occurring on a delayed opening, we will continue to have those meetings 

beginning at 10:00AM.  If you have a meeting scheduled on a day with early dismissal, our last 

meeting for the day will begin at 10:30 AM.  If your meeting was scheduled prior to, or after these 

times, we will reschedule at a mutually agreeable time.  

I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to everyone who contributed to our TECEC families 

over the past several months. The generous gifts for our children during the holiday season from 

you, the TECEC staff,  Tashua Elementary School, Hillcrest Middle School, and the Long Hill Admini-

stration staff is symbolic of what occurs throughout the year. Although more apparent during the 

holiday season,  I have, and continue to witness those who support our families in need, by provid-

ing  clothing, boots, shoes, provisions, transportation,  and most importantly their time to listen and 

volunteer to assist one another.  These acts of kindness are truly representative of a community of 

caring.  

Last but not least, this is just a friendly reminder that as the frigid weather is upon us, I want to 

make sure all of our children are dressed warmly prior to coming to school.   If a child is not wearing 

the proper clothing, they will not be able to participate in the exciting  outdoor activities the teach-

ers have planned.  I understand that on occasion, children may forget or misplace their mittens, 

gloves, or a hat prior to rushing out the door for school. This is where I would appreciate your assis-

tance. If you have any extra of such items, would you please send them to school so that we may 

have a supply for these occasions?  We will keep these supplies in Nurse Patôs office to be borrowed 

as needed.   

I hope everyone stays healthy, safe, and enjoys this lovely New England weather.  

Warmest Regards, 

Matthew Wheeler 

TECEC Coordinator 
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Important Dates  

JANUARY: 

1/18 Martin Luther King Holiday   

NO SCHOOL 

FEBRUARY: 

2/1 Joint PTO & Fatherôs Club 

Meeting ð 6pm at TECEC           

(babysitting and pizza) 

2/10 TPSLD Transition Night ð 7pm   

Long Hill Administration Bldg. 

2/15-2/19  FEBRUARY BREAK           

NO SCHOOL 

2/19 Our Back Yard Playdateð10am 

2/26 Fatherôs Club Movie Night          

MARCH:  

3/1 PTO Meeting ð 7pm 

3/6 Fatherôs Club Event           

Nutmeg Bowling (10am-noon) 

3/19  TECEC Egg Hunt 

3/24 New Canaan Nature Center 

PTO Enrichmentð AM session 

3/25 New Canaan Nature Center 

PTO Enrichmentð PM session 

3/26  Ladies Night Event 6-9 p.m. 
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A Note from Alana Stoffan 

Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year!  Hopefully you enjoyed quality time with your family during vacation, but also managed a little time to relax ! Since this is our 

first newsletter of the year I would like to thank those parents who have attended our Parent/Policy Committee meetings.   Th e Head Start 

program calls for many peoples working together and Parent Involvement is a huge component of the programôs success.  We need parents 

that can share their talents, knowledge and energy so that the children can receive the greatest benefit.  The more knowledge  and energy 

parents can invest in the program, the better the program will be.  Parents are the single most important influence in their childôs lives and 

therefore a huge asset to our center.  I would like to ask all parents to please put some time aside and join us.   

I would like to share with you that our Head Start center received many donations during the holiday season.   Local Girl Sco ut troops donated 

Hats & Gloves from their ñHats Off Campaignò along with many wrapped gifts.   The Long Hill Administration staff, Hillcrest Middle School, 

Tashua Elementary School, TECEC staff and TECEC PTO certainly went above and beyond to help the children and families in our center.  It is 

through the generosity and kindness of community helpers that makes me so proud to be part of a wonderful community such as t his one.   

Currently our center is in the process of planning for our annual Self Assessment.  We will be reviewing our Implementation P lans in relation to 

Head Start regulations and standards to ensure we are working within the guidelines.   

Please remember to look at the Announcement page that comes home monthly that outlines our monthly activities.   

As you know we have experienced some tough winter weather please continue to listen to the radio for information regarding de lays, early 

dismissal or school closings.   

Should you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call or stop by and visit anytime.  My door is always open.   

Stay warm & toasty!  

Alana Stoffan  

Head Start Coordinator 

Head Start Classrooms 

Happy New Year 2010 from Head Start!  Our first week into the New Year has already been so excit-

ing!  We are using our senses to really see, hear, feel, touch, and even taste the new season of winter. 

We are not only talking about the cold and frosty weather, we are watching the snowflakes fall outside 

the windows.  We are walking through the snowy sidewalks in our boots.   We are hearing and feeling the 

strong cold wind as it swirls the snow and nips our noses that are peeking out from our scarves.   Even 

with our new mittens, gloves, and hats on, (given to us this holiday season from our very generous 

friends!), we are reaching out to touch the snowflakes falling and standing with our mouths open wide to 

taste a snowflake or two.   In our art classes, we are busy cutting out circles to make snowmen while at 

home we are rolling balls of snow to make real snowmen this season.  

Our Head Start children are already doing what most people resolve to do at this time of year.   We are eating right and exercising.  We started off 

the first week of the New Year eating a nutritious breakfast of oatmeal and raisins made especially for us by our Middlebrook  cafeteria staff.   We 

ended our first week of the New Year singing and dancing with a special class of Music and Movement led by our very own Head Start parent 

dance instructor, Miss Claudia.  

Our friends from mad science came this month to demonstrate to our two classes how to become molecules to explore the three s tates of matter: 

solid, liquid, and gas.  We experienced sublimation while viewing dry ice in different experiments. We also saw how dry ice is u sed in the movies 

as we sat in a circle of what appeared to be fake smoke creeping all around us.  Since no one would believe this, we took a lot of pictures that will 

be posted in our classrooms and we were given a cup that turns blue when we try our own ice experiments at home.  

 In learning what a library and a post office is all about, we are traveling again on some field trips this season.   The first w ill be a visit to The 

Trumbull Public Library.  In the weeks to follow, we will be taking books home from either the TECEC library or our own Head Sta rt literacy pro-

grams to share with our families our love of reading.    If you stop in to visit us, you just may see us working very hard to pra ctice writing the 

letters in our names and learning our addresses in school.   This is because we have a deadline to meet.  The bus will be back in February just in 

time to take us to our second field trip of the season, The Monroe Post Office. Upon arriving, we will mail our special Valen tine pictures, portraits, 

and paper hearts to our families just in time to celebrate a holiday we all love to share, Valentineôs Day!  

    Jean-Marie Pulaski and Beverly DuBour 

    Head Start Teachers 




